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Introduction
Level
Age Group
Prerequisite

:
:
:

3

(Average Knowledge)
11 – 12 years
Successful completion of Level 2 (Medium Knowledge)
or demonstration of medium level of religious
knowledge as per curriculum of level 2.

Course Objectives:
This syllabus is designed for two years of Level-3, and is based on the Ahmadiyya
Children Sunday School ‘Curriculum’ Document. Therefore please be advised to
always refer to the ‘Curriculum’ document provided, while implementing this
package.
The Level 3 class will build on concepts learned in the previous levels. This course
will provide a good understanding of Islamic principles that will enable students
to understand in depth and truly appreciate this wonderful religion. This course
continues to deal with Holy Qur’an, General Religious Knowledge, Salat, Prayers
and Ahadith.
After successful completion of this level, the student will have medium level of
religious knowledge and will be able to:
 correctly and fluently recite Holy Qur’an.
 memorize last fifteen chapter of Holy Qur’an with translation.
 comfortably translate Surah Fatiha and a number of short chapters of
Holy Qur’an as well as understand their commentary.
 demonstrate a solid understanding of Salat including its full translation
and related matters such as congregational prayers, importance of
Mosque, factors that void whudu and Salat.
 demonstrate above average level of knowledge of basic principles of
Islam-Ahmadiyyat including in depth knowledge of pillars of Islam,
Articles of Faith, social and moral codes of conduct and family values.
 relate the life of Holy Prophet Muhammadsa from his birth to migration
to Madinah.
 relate the life of Promised Messiah as, his prophecies and books.
 memorize additional prayers from the Holy Qur’an & prayers of the
Holy Prophetsa along with more memorization of number of Ahadith.
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All the exercises and assignments attached at the end of different topics are
created for students to grasp the concept taught and practice them
comprehensively while working on them. These exercises also allow the teachers
to evaluate the students’ understanding in those areas. For some assignments
parental assistance may require.
For any questions and concerns, please contact:
Email:

sundayschool@ahmadiyya.ca
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Introduction of

The Holy Qur’an
The word Qur’an means that which is often read or recited.
It is the collection of verbal revelations from Allah the AlMighty to the Holy Prophet Muhammad sa, through the
angel Jibra’eel. It took 22 years and 5 months to be
revealed completely (13 years in Makkah and almost 10
years in Madinah).

Compilation
Qur’an

of

the

Holy

The Holy Prophetsa used to memorize the revealed verses
and many of his companions committed them to memory.
They also used to write them down on leather, bark of
trees, or stone.
The Holy Prophetsa indicated the arrangement of verses and chapters according to the
divine guidance. The Qur’an was compiled in one volume in the time of Hadhrat Abu
Bakrra, the first Khalifa of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa. It was during the time of the
third Khalifa Hadhrat Uthmanra that the first official version (standard text) of the Holy
Qur’an was issued and copies were sent to different parts of the Muslim world.
The language of the Holy Qur’an is Arabic; translations have been done in almost every
language now. The Qur’an consists of 30 Siparahs or parts and has 114 Surahs or
chapters. The Surahs are further divided into 540 ‘Ruku’ or sections. The Surahs that
were revealed in Makkah are called ‘Makki Surahs’ and the ones revealed in Madinah
are called ‘Madni Surahs’.

Divine Promise to Preserve the Holy Qur’an
The Holy Qur’an is the only book in the world to claim that its every word is the actual
word of God. It also claims that Allah Himself will protect and preserve the Qur’an where
as none of the previous scriptures of other religions have their original texts preserved.
[15:10] Verily, it is We Who have sent down this
Exhortation/Guidance, and most surely We are
its Guardians.

In view of this divine promise, the text of the Qur’an has not suffered even the slightest
change, whereas the other books have been altered greatly. This fact has also been
confirmed by a large number of non-Muslim scholars.
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The Holy Qur’an is the book most often recited and quoted throughout the world.
Muslims should recite the Holy Qur’an daily, in addition to reciting a portion in Salat.

Etiquettes of Reciting the Holy Qur’an


Before reciting the Holy Qur’an, T`auz, “I seek
refuge with Allah from Satan the rejected,”
should be recited.
The first verse of every Surah, except in Surah
Al-Taubah, is Tasmi`a, “In the name of Allah, the
Gracious, the Merciful.”



When we recite from the middle of a chapter, we should recite only T`auz in the
beginning, as Tasmi`a has already been said in the beginning of the each Surah.



The Holy Qur’an should be recited with full concentration and by trying to
undertand its meaning. This purifies the heart and helps in getting rid of the moral
evils.



The Qur’an can be recited at any convenient time, but the best time is after Fajr
prayer. Allah says in the Holy Qur’an: “Verily the recitation of the Qur’an at dawn
is especially acceptable to God”. (17:79)

There are thousands of people all over the world who have memorized the whole
Qur’an and there is a great reward for them.

Teachings of the Holy Qur’an
Qur’an gives us instructions for what we should or should not do. It tells us about:
 The nations and prophets of the past
 Prophecies about the future.
1. The Holy Qur’an tells about many prophets such as Adam, Ibrahim, Yusuf, Daud,
Suleman, Isa, and several other biblical prophets (Peace be upon them all).
2. The Holy Qur’an rejects the belief of more than one God and considering
anything or anyone else as His partner, and the worst sin is to associate any
other being with Allah.
3. It proves the Christian’s concept of Jesus being the son of God as false.
4. The Holy Qur’an teaches the equality of mankind. Taqwa, or doing good deeds,
is the only criteria of nearness to God. It tells that no nation, tribe, or race is
superior to other. But it is only to identify people from eachother.
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5. The Holy Qur’an teaches that worship does not mean to perform prayers or
duties to Allah only, but also consists of serving fellow human beings.
6. It teaches man to lead a simple life, to be honest, kind and truthful in his dealings
with others.
7. It commands to be fair and just in the distribution of wealth through Zakat, Alms,
and Charity.
8. It discusses in detail the code of conduct in times of war and peace, as well as
international relations and agreements.
9. The Holy Qur’an forbids from using anything or taking part in anything that leads
to foolish and irresponsible behavior. Hence it has banned alcohol, gambling,
flesh of swine.
10. The Holy Qur’an contains many prophecies to the latter times, some of which
have already been fulfilled. For example:
a. It prophesied about the time when quicker means of transport would be
used.
b. It also mentioned about the extensions of the earth, a prophecy that was
fulfilled in a way when man set his foot on the moon.
c. It claims that all heavenly bodies revolve in different orbits. These facts
that are proved scientifically now, were recorded in the Holy Qur’an 1500
years ago.
d. Another prophecy in the Qur’an is about Pharaoh. It was revealed to the
Holy Prophetsa that when Pharaoh was drowned, his body was saved and
was preserved so that it would serve as a sign for future generations. This
incident is only mentioned in the Holy Qur’an.
This prophecy came true in the previous century when the body of the
Pharaoh was discovered and identified. This proved the fact that after he
was drowned; his dead body was recovered, wrapped up, and preserved.
The Holy Qur’an is the word of God that contains complete rules and is the Final Law
and Shariah. Holy Qur’an is a book of guidance for all people of all ages. The meanings
of the Holy Qur’an are unfolded as demand is created according to the changing times.
It is a miracle of God and the age of its blessings and bounties is endless.
In the words of the Promised Messiahas: “The Holy Qur’an is so glorious that none
other can excel it in glory. It is ‘Hakam’, the one whose judgment is ultimate; it is
‘Muhaimin’, a compact collection of all guidance.”
(Roohani Khaza`in, Vol 16: Khutba Ilhamiya, p 103)
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Blessings of Reciting the Holy Qur’an
Reciting the Holy Qur’an opens one’s heart and increases his memory. The Holy
Prophetsa said:
 The example of a believer who recites the Qur'an and acts accordingly is like a
pear, which tastes good and smells good as well.
 A believer who does not recite the Qur'an but acts upon it is like a date, which is
good in taste but has no smell.
 The example of a hypocrite person who recites the Qur'an is like basil, which
smells good, but tastes bitter.
 And the example of a hypocrite person who neither recites the Qur'an nor acts
upon it is like the colocynth* (bitter apple), which tastes bitter and has bad
smell."
(Abu Daud)
The Holy Prophetsa has said: “Keep reading the Qur’an for it will plead for its readers on
the Day of Judgment”. (Muslim)
The Holy Prophetsa also says: “Those who memorise the Qur’an are special people of
Allah and those who declare Haram (forbidden) things as told by Qur’an to be Halal
(permissible) does not have Iman (faith)!”
*The fruit of this plant, whose dried, bitter, spongy pulp is a very strong laxative.

EXERCISE:
1. In which chapter and verse Allah has promised to preserve the Holy Qur’an?
2. Who compiled the Holy Qur’an, and in whose Khilafat was the compilation
completed?
3. Describe how the Holy Qur’an has been divided into further subdivisions?
4. What should be read before reciting the Holy Qur’an?
5. List down some of the teachings of Holy Qur’an in your own words.
6. State some of the blessings of Holy Qur’an mentioned by the Holy Prophetsa, and
Promised Messiahas.
7. Conduct a research on the prophecies of the Holy Qur’an that have already come
true?
8. Quote another hadith about blessings of the recitation of the Holy Qur’an.
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Surah Al-Fatiha
Part-1

Chapter-1

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.

All praise belongs to Allah, Lord of all the worlds.

The Gracious, the Merciful;

Master of the Day of Judgment.

You alone do we worship and You alone do we beseech for help.

Guide us in the right path.

The path of those upon whom You have bestowed Your blessings,

not of those who have incurred Your displeasure, nor of those who
have gone astray.

Ameen!
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Commentary of Surah Al-Fatiha
This is the first chapter of the Holy Qur’an. It was revealed to the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa in Makkah, in the early days.
1. This Surah is also known as Umm-ul-Qur’an (Mother of the Qur’an), which means
that this Surah contains all the knowledge that is needed for our moral and spiritual
growth. It gives the outline of all the subjects that are discussed in the Holy Qur’an in
detail.
2. Before reciting any part of the Holy Qur’an ‘Auzubillahi minashaitaan nirrajeem’
should be recited. Allah is the name which is reserved only for the Supreme Being
and is not used for any other thing or being.
3. In the first four verses of the Surah we are told four attributes of Allah:
Lord of all the worlds
The Gracious
The Merciful
The Master of the Day of Judgment.
1. Allah is the Lord of all the worlds, the Creator, the Sustainer and the
Developer.
B. One attribute of Allah is Rahman, the Gracious (the One Who gives without
asking); with this in mind, record an incident in your life which illustrates that
Allah is Rahman. For example, Allah has created beautiful nature for us to attain
pleasure out of, and receive oxygen from.
1. He alone deserves all Praise as He is Perfect in all His attributes. He has
given graciously to man the material and means for development. By using
them man can implore Allah’s Mercy for being rewarded liberally.
2. He also has the Power to forgive and is eager to bestow forgiveness. This
portrays the picture of a God whose Power is unlimited, but His Mercy is also
limitless.
3. Allah is the Master of the Day of Judgment; everyone will have to account for
his actions and will be rewarded accordingly;
4. The last three verses contain the supplications/ prayers to God to fulfill all the needs
of man.
1. Allah is the only Being that should be worshipped and asked for help; help for
material and spiritual needs, and for this, constant praying is needed. Man should
develop such a bond with Allah that he always turns to Him alone for the
fulfillment of his needs.
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2. With this comes the desire that he should follow the path that leads towards
Allah; the path of guidance and righteousness.
He asks Allah to raise his position to a level where he becomes the receiver of
His special favours.
3. He prays to Allah to save him from following the path of those people who are
wrongdoers and have earned Allah’s displeasure and anger.
He also prays to Allah to guide him on the path that leads towards Him without
stumbling on the right way.

EXERCISE:
Answer the following questions on a separate sheet.
1. Why do you think Surah Al-Fatiha is known as Ummul Qur’an?
2. Research on the attributes of Allah Almighty being ‘Al-Rahman’ and ‘Al-Rahim’.
Also, relate their meanings to your everyday life.
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First 10 Verses

Surah Al-Baqarah
Part-1

Chapter-2

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.

Alif, Lam, Mim. I am Allah the All-Knowing.

This is a perfect Book; there is no doubt in it; it is a guidance for
the righteous,

Who believe in the unseen and observe prayer and spend out of
what We have provided for them.

And who believe in that which has been revealed to you, and that
which was revealed before you, and they have firm faith in the
hereafter.

It is they who follow the guidance from their Lord and it is they who
shall prosper.
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Those who have disbelieved - it being alike to them whether you
warn them or warn them not - they will not believe.

Allah has set a seal on their hearts and their ears, and over their
eyes is a covering; and for them is a terrible punishment.

And of the people there are some who say, 'We believe in Allah,
and the Last Day;' while they are not believers at all.

They would deceive Allah and those who believe, but they deceive
none but themselves; only they perceive it not.
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Surah Al-Aadiyat
Part-30

Chapter-100

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.

By the snorting charges (of the warriors)
Striking sparks of fire with their hoofs,
And making raids at dawn,
And raising clouds of dust thereby,

And penetrating thereby into the centre of the enemy ranks.
Surely, man is ungrateful to his Lord;
And surely, he bears witness to it by his conduct.

And surely, he is passionate in his love for wealth.

Does not such a one know that when those in the graves are
raised,
And that which is hidden in the chests/hearts is brought forth?
Surely their Lord will, on that day, be fully aware of them.
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Surah Al-Qaari`ah
Part-30

Chapter-101

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.
The Great Calamity!
What is the Great Calamity?
And what should make you know what the Great Calamity is?

The day when men will be like scattered moths,
And the mountains will be like carded wool.
Then, as for him whose scales are heavy.
He will have a pleasant life.
But as for him whose scales are light,
Hell will be a nursing mother to him.
And what should make you know what that is?
It is a blazing Fire.
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Surah Al-Takathur
Part- 30

Chapter-102

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.

Mutual rivalry in seeking increase in worldly possessions diverts
you from God

Till you reach the graves.

Nay! You will soon come to know the Truth.

Nay Again! You will soon come to know the Truth.

Nay! If you only knew with certain knowledge:

You will surely see Hell in this very life.

Yes, you will surely see it with the eye of certainty hereafter.

Then, on that day you shall be called to account for the favours
bestowed upon you.

22

Surah Al-`Asr
Part-30

Chapter-103

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.

By the Time,

Surely, man is ever in a state of loss,

Except those who believe and do righteous deeds, and advise one
another to accept truth and encourage one another to be
steadfast.
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Surah Al-Humazah
Part-30

Chapter-104

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.

Misery to every backbiter, slanderer,

Who gathers wealth and counts it over and over.

He thinks that his wealth will make him immortal.

No! He shall, surely, be cast into the crushing punishment.

And what should make you know what the crushing punishment
is?

It is Allah's kindled fire,

which rises over the hearts.

Verily, it will be closed in on them

In outstretched columns.
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Surah Al-Feel
Part-30

Chapter-105

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.

Did you not know how your Lord dealt with the owners of the
Elephant?

Did He not cause their plan to miscarry?

And He sent against them large numbers of birds,

which ate their dead bodies, striking them against stones of clay.

And thus made them like broken straw, eaten up.
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Commentary of Surah Al-Feel
This surah was revealed in Makkah in the early years of prophethood. It consists of six
verses including Bismillah.
The title of the surah is taken from the expression Ashab al-Feel (Owners of the
Elephant), occurring in the second verse.
The surah refers to the incident of the invasion of Makkah by Abraha, the governor of
Yemen, with the intention of destroying the Ka`aba. Abraha built a grand church at the
capital of Yemen to decrease the importance of Ka`aba, and to establish it as the
central place of worship. When his plan failed he was filled with rage and marched to
Makkah with a huge army in order to destroy Ka`aba.
There he sent for the leaders of Quraish to
negotiate with him. The leader of the
Makkan delegate was Abdul Muttalib, the
grandfather of the Holy Prophetsa. Abraha
was surprised that instead of discussing the
fate of Ka`aba, Abdul Muttalib only asked
for the return of his camels. He told Abraha
that he did not have the power to save
Ka`aba, but the Master of Ka`aba will
protect it Himself against all attacks.
Allah Himself undertook the task of
protecting His House. A severe epidemic, a
form of smallpox, broke out in the enemy’s
army. The epidemic destroyed Abraha’s
huge army even before they could attack
Ka`aba. Allah sent large numbers of birds
who feasted on their dead bodies striking
pieces of carrion against stones of clay.
This surah belongs to the early days of Islam when Muslims were tortured and
persecuted by Makkans; Allah is assuring the Holy Prophet sa that He will give victory to
a small and weak group of people over the non-believers.
Makkans are being told here that they should not worry about how a small group of
Muslims would overcome their enemies. They are reminded that Allah had destroyed
nations and people much powerful and richer than them, and He has the power to do
that again.
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Surah Al-Quraish
Part-30

Chapter-106

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.

Because of the attachment of the hearts of the Quraish

His making them attached to their journey in winter and summer.

They should worship the Lord of this House,

Who has fed them against hunger,

And has given them security against fear.
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Commentary of Surah Al-Quraish
Surah Al-Quraish was revealed to the Holy Prophet sa at Makkah and has five verses
including Bismillah.
In this surah it is stated, how in the barren valley of Makkah, God provided the
custodians of the Ka`aba with food and made them secure against fear and danger.
Allah had bestowed the Quraish graciously, without any efforts on their part, only
because they were the custodians of the House of Allah - the Ka`bah.


Quraish and the residents of Makkah held an honorable position among other
tribes of Makkah.



Allah had created in them the love of journey in summer and winter and they
used to take trade caravans to various countries.



Their trading activities enabled them to bring the necessities of life to Makkah
and also added to its prosperity.



They had trade relations and accords of peace with the neighbouring countries of
Yemen, Syria, Persia and Abysinnia.



Makkah, because of Ka`aba, held a religious importance in Arab and was safe
from attacks. They were granted security against fear and danger.



People gained knowledge by traveling to Makkah; they also came to know about
the appearance of a great Prophet in Arab.

Allah reminds the Quraish about all His favors and they being unthankful. They
worshipped the gods made of wood and stone rather than the Gracious and Merciful
God who had bestowed great favours on them. Allah tells them to be thankful to Him by
worshipping and remembering Him.
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Surah Al-Ma`un
Part-30

Chapter-107

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.

Have you seen him who denies the Judgment?

That is he, who drives away the orphan,

And urges not the feeding of the poor.

So warning to those who pray,

But are unmindful of their Prayer.

They like only to be seen of men,

And withhold legal alms.
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Commentary of Surah Al-Ma`un
This surah was revealed to the Holy Prophetsa at Makkah and consists of eight verses
including Bismillah.
This surah deals with the duties and responsibilities that a man has towards his fellow
beings and Allah.
When the love of the world and material things increase, then man loses faith in the
hereafter and drifts away from the principles of Islam.
Service to fellow beings is a very important principle of faith. Those who lose faith in the
hereafter become hard-hearted and stop helping the orphans, the needy and the poor.
These social evils can bring about the decline and break down of communities.
They offer prayers and indulge in charitable activities for the sole purpose of showing off
and they do not follow the essence and true purpose of Islamic teachings.
The true believers are those who fulfill their duties towards Allah and also their fellow
beings.
They spend generously from what Allah has given them to help the orphans and the
poor. They carry out these activities truly and not for the purpose of showing off or
getting some reward.
Prayer represents the duty that we have towards Allah, and the prayers of the people
who do not fulfill their duty towards God’s creatures, are just a show. These are the
hypocrites who offer prayers and do acts of goodness and charity only for showing off
and impressing others and will not be rewarded.
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Surah Al-Kauthar
Part-30

Chapter-108

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.

Surely, We have bestowed upon you an abundance of good;

So pray to your Lord, and offer sacrifice.

Surely, it is your enemy who shall be without issue.
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Commentary of
Surah Al-Kauthar
This surah was revealed in Makkah and has four verses including Bismillah.
Kauthar means abundance of good and it also means the person possessing much
good and gives much and often. The Surah refers to the Holy Prophetsa as being the
one on whom Allah bestowed abundant good.
It was revealed in the early years of his Prophethood and so the Holy Prophet sa was
mocked at, persecuted and opposed. He had to migrate from Makkah. His life was in
danger in Madinah as well. His enemies waited to witness the end of Islam and the Holy
Prophetsa. But Allah bestowed upon the Prophetsa abundance of good in every form. All
manner of good, material and moral, was bestowed upon the Holy Prophet sa.


Allah gave him a Book that has guidance for all ages and people.



He attained that highest degree of nearness to Allah that is impossible for any
human to reach.



He was blessed with the company of most devoted followers.



He attained victory over all Arabs and became the ruler.



He proved to be the eternal teacher and saviour of mankind.

Allah tells the Holy Prophetsa to pray to his Lord and offer sacrifices for the continuation
of blessings of Allah and Allah will discontinue the generations of his enemies.
The enemies of Islam used to ridicule the Holy Prophetsa that as he does not have a
male progeny, his name would come to an end. Allah promises that it is the enemy, who
would be without number, since by joining the folds of Islam their sons became the
spiritual sons of the Holy Prophetsa. Thus Allah made the Holy Prophetsa a spiritual
father of sons in all ages till the end of time.
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Surah Al-Kafiroon
Part-30

Chapter-109

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.

Say, 'O ye disbelievers!

'I worship not that which you worship;

'Nor worship you what I worship.

'And I am not going to worship that which you worship,

'Nor will you worship what I worship.

'For you your religion, and for me my religion.
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Commentary of Surah Kafiroon
This surah was revealed at Makkah and consists of seven verses including Bismillah.
This surah tells about those disbelievers who are stubborn to such an extent that even
after witnessing the signs in support of the Holy Prophet sa, they refuse to accept Islam.
The surah warns such disbelievers that if they cannot change their religion after
witnessing the truth, then how can they expect Muslims to give up their faith and accept
their foolish and false beliefs.
The beliefs and ways of life of both these groups are in complete disagreement and
there can be no compromise between the two.
The philosophy behind religion is to believe in the Oneness of God, and to call the
disbelievers and the ignorant towards the teachings of Islam. But if they insist on
sticking to their own wrong beliefs, then they should be left alone to follow their own
religion.
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Surah Al-Nasr
Part-30

Chapter-110

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.

When the help of Allah comes, and the Victory,

And you see men entering the religion of Allah in troops,

Glorify your Lord with His praise and seek His forgiveness.

Surely He is Oft-returning with mercy.
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Commentary of Surah Al-Nasr
This surah was revealed to the Holy Prophetsa in Madinah and consists of four verses
including Bismillah.
In this surah the believers are told that the victory promised to them has already come
and people have begun to join the folds of Islam in large numbers. Allah says that the
believers, particularly the Holy Prophet sa, should express their gratitude to Allah, exalt
His praises and seek protection from Him.
The Holy Prophetsa had to migrate from Makkah because of the persecutions carried
out against him and his followers. The Holy Prophet sa returned to Makkah as a victor
after 10 years. It was a great religious and political victory, unique in history.
Numerous tribes of Arab joined the forces of Islam in masses and the greatest enemies
of Islam accepted their defeat and turned into the most devoted followers.
Allah tells the Holy Prophetsa to pray that He forgives the sins they (the new converts)
had done in the past.
It may also mean that the Holy Prophetsa is enjoined to ask for God’s protection against
the weaknesses that might find way into the Muslim community with the new converts
who do not have adequate knowledge and training.

36

Surah Al-Lahab
Part-30

Chapter-111

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.

Perish be the two hands of Abu Lahab, and perish he!

His wealth and what he has earned shall avail him not,

Soon shall he burn in a flaming fire;

And his wife too, bearer of slander,

Round her neck shall be a halter of twisted palm-fibre.
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Commentary of Surah Al-Lahab
This surah was revealed to the Holy Prophetsa at Makkah and has six verses including
Bismillah.
This surah talks about the people having red faces and hot tempers and Allah’s promise
to the Holy Prophetsa about failing all efforts of the enemies of Islam and punishing
them.
Abu Lahab (Father of the flame) was the nickname of ‘Abd Al-Uzza’, the Holy
Prophet’ssa uncle and his biggest enemy and persecutor. He was called with this name
because of his hot temper. He was very rich and held a high position of power in his
tribe.
The surah recalls the incident during the early preaching period of Islam. The Holy
Prophetsa was commanded by God to convey the divine message to his relatives. So he
stood on Mount Safa and called the tribes by name and then told them that he is a
Prophet of Allah. If they did not accept his Message and give up their evil ways, God’s
punishment would seize them.
Abu Lahab was the one who ridiculed the Holy Prophet sa and spoke rudely with him. He
persecuted the Holy Prophetsa and his followers and incited others to do the same.
Allah promises the Holy Prophetsa that Abu-Lahab would be punished and would burn in
a flaming fire. A possible explanation is that Abu-Lahab was filled with rage on seeing
the progress of Islam and that itself was a punishment for him. Abu-Lahab got infected
with plague and died a pitiful death.
The surah also tells about his wife Umm Jamil; she has filled the Holy Prophet’ssa path
with thorns and used to spread false charges and rumors against him. She committed
suicide by strangling herself with a rope. The surah tells that the wealth and power of
Abu-Lahab and his wife could not save them from Allah’s punishment.
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Surah Al-Ikhlaas
Part-30

Chapter-112

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.

Say ‘He is Allah, the One and Only;

‘Allah is independent.

‘He begets not, nor is He begotten.

And there is none like unto Him.’
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Commentary of Surah Al-Ikhlaas
This surah was revealed to the Holy Prophet sa in Makkah and has five verses including
Bismillah.
This surah describes God as:


Allah (a distinctive name not used for any other being).



Al-Samad (Independent and besought of all, who provides for the needs of all
but does not need any help from anyone).



He begets not, nor is He begotten. (He has no parents and no children).



Nothing is like Him, nor is He like anything else.

The advice in this surah is not to associate any partners with Allah, because He is the
One, the Independent and the Everlasting.
The surah tells about the permanent command to Muslims to keep saying and
spreading the message that Allah is one. He always has been and always will be Alone,
and has no partner to share His Lordship or His Essence.
Allah is Independent of all, the One on whom everyone else depends for the fulfillment
of their needs, and the One who will continue to exist forever.
God alone is the being that is self-existing.
He is complete in all His attributes and is Eternal, Everlasting and Absolute.
There is none like Allah in His being or in His attributes.
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Surah Al-Falaq
Part-30

Chapter-113

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.

Say, ‘I seek refuge in the Lord of the dawn,

'From the evil of that which He has created,

'And from the evil of darkness when it overspreads,

'And from the evil of those who blow upon the knots of mutual
relationships to undo them,

'And from the evil of the envier when he envies.'
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Commentary of Surah Al-Falaq
This surah was revealed to the Holy Prophetsa in Madinah and consists of six verses,
including Bismillah.
This surah is about seeking protection with Allah, ‘the Lord of the Dawn’, from:


The people/ bodies having natural evil



The evil of darkness when it overspreads



The evil of those who blow upon the knots to harm



The evil of the envier

Only Allah can protect us against all these forms of evil.
In this surah man has been warned that evil and goodness co-exist in the world, so
Allah’s refuge should be sought against the evils that can badly affect one’s material
well-being and spiritual development.
God’s attribute, Lord of the dawn, has been invoked in the surah to safeguard man
against all hidden and visible evils –




Evil of darkness (that can be darkness of sinfulness),
Evil of whisperers who create dispute
Evil of envious people who want to harm.

In this surah the believers are advised to seek the help and support of Lord of Dawn to
give them light when darkness is all round; and to protect them from the evil designs of
mischief makers and hidden schemes of jealous persons.
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Surah Al-Naas
Part-30

Chapter-114

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.

Say, 'I seek refuge in the Lord of mankind,

'The King of mankind,

'The God of mankind,

'From the evil whisperings of the sneaking whisperer;

'Who whispers into the hearts of men,

'From among the jinn and mankind.'
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Commentary of Surah Al-Naas
This surah was revealed to the Holy Prophetsa in Madinah and consists of seven verses,
including Bismillah.
This surah tells about the factors like:
 doubt
 fear
 misunderstandings
 misconceptions
….which affects and arises from within the heart of man, thus creating the feeling of
uncertainty. It also tells about the beings / things that plant the seeds of doubt in the
heart of man with the purpose of harming them.
Protection is needed from the factors and trials that hold back the spiritual growth of
man. There is only one way to be saved from all internal and external, hidden and open
evils, and that is by seeking refuge with Allah who is the Lord, Master and God of
Mankind.
In this surah three attributes of Allah have been described:

 Rabb (Lord of mankind)
 Malik (King of mankind)
 Ilahi (God of mankind)
The believers are asked to seek refuge against the mischief of the Evil whisperer who
puts doubts in their hearts.
These three Divine attributes tell that all sins result when a person considers some
other being except Allah as his Lord, Master or God.
A believer should:
 look upon Allah as his only provider,
 consider Him the real support of his life,
 be completely obedient to Him
 love and worship Him only,
 seek refuge from all those powers that create doubts in the hearts of man.
These evil powers or beings can be from among the mankind and the Jinn; they can
attack openly or secretly.
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Special Instructions
This syllabus is designed for two years of Level-3 and is based on the Ahmadiyya Children
Sunday School ‘Curriculum’ Document. Therefore please be advised to always refer to the
‘Curriculum’ document provided, while implementing this package.
All the exercises and assignments attached at the end of different topics are created for
students to grasp the concept taught and practice them comprehensively while working on
them.
Instructions for Religious Knowledge:
Please refere to the Curriculum document* and the Timelines* to know the boundaries of the
following two major topics:
1. Early Islamic history - Life of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
2. Life of the Promised Messiahas , Ahmadiyyat.
The division is as follows:
Early Islamic History- Life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad saw:
The beginning to “Migration to Madinah” is covered in Level-3
The Topics, Life in Madinah, The Demise of the Holy Prophet Muhammad saw, his family and his
successors are covered in Level-4.
Life of the Promised Messiahas:
The beginning to the demise of Promised Messaih as is covered in Level-3. The introduction of
the Successors and other Ahmadiyyat related topics are covered in Level-4.
For any questions and concerns, please contact:
Email: sundayschool@ahmadiyya.ca
* Curriculm document and Timelines can be obtained from the central brach by sending the
request to the above email address.
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Islam
Islam is an Arabic word which means ‘peace’ and ‘obedience’. People who believe in
Islam are called Muslims. Believing in Islam means a complete
submission
to the will of Allah and being at peace with all the creatures of Allah.



‘Submitting to the will of Allah’ means that the most
important thing in our lives should be to follow the
teachings sent to us by Allah.
‘Being at peace with others’ means that we must make
sure no one gets hurt by our actions.

Allah has sent us guidance through our beloved Prophet
Muhammadsa. The words of Allah, as revealed to
the Holy Prophetsa, are compiled in the holy book
of Islam called ‘Al-Qur’an’.

Sunnah and Hadith:
The Holy Prophetsa lived his life according to the teachings of the Holy Qur’an. Through
his pure actions, he showed us how we can make the Holy Qur’an a part of our daily
lives.
The actions and the practices of the Holy Prophetsa are called “Sunnah”. He was very
careful in explaining the details of the teachings of the Qur’an. His sayings are called
“Ahadith”.
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The Six Articles of Faith
Islam helps us to develop a close relationship with Allah by first telling us what to
believe in, and then explaining to us how to implement these beliefs in our lives. We, as
Muslims, believe in the following Six Articles of Faith.

1. Belief in Allah

When we look around us we see different things that have been made by different
makers. For example, the baker makes the bread; bee makes honey; we make
drawings and artwork; our parents make dinner; and so on. Hence everything around us
has a maker.
Allah is the Maker of everything. He made us, the earth, the sky, the sun, the moon, the
mountains, the seas, and everything else. He either made everything Himself or He
gave His creatures the ability to make other things. For example, Allah made bees, and
they make honey.
We cannot see Allah, but we can see all the things that He has created. This is why we
know that Allah is real.
There is only one God and that is Allah. The Oneness of God is also called ‘the Unity of
God’. He loves us and wants us to follow the right path that leads towards Him. By
staying on the right path we achieve Allah’s love and nearness, which makes us
successful in everything. We should make sure that we do not hurt anyone and take
care of all the creatures of Allah, so He would love us more.
The beautiful names of Allah are called ‘the Attributes of Allah’. They are not just
names, they explain the things that Allah has done, and the things that He can do, and
the things that He will do. There are hundred names of Allah Almighty. Some of the
attributes of Allah are:
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Al-Rahman-



Al-Aleem- The All-Knowing: Only Allah has the knowledge of everything

The Gracious: the One who is so cordial that He gives
even without asking. For example, we did not ask Allah to give us eyes and
ears, but He knew that we would need them, so He graciously granted us with
things without asking.

that is apparent and of everything that is hidden. And it is towards Allah that
we should turn for help, for it is through Him that we can attain true
knowledge.

2. Belief in His Angels
Allah created angels so that they could worship him and follow His orders. Angels are
spiritual beings, and they never disobey Allah. Unlike humans, angels are never
attracted to do evil. They do not desire anything except the pleasure of Allah.
Allah has assigned various duties to His angels, and He takes care of everything
through His angels. They are many in number. Some important angels are:

Hadhrat Jibraeelas
He is also called the Archangel. Allah sends His message to His prophets through
Jibraeel as. The Holy Qur’an was revealed to the Holy Prophet Mohammad sa
through Hadhrat Jibraeel as.

Hadhrat Mikaeelas
He takes care of all the things that are necessary for supporting life amongst Allah’s
creations. For example, he makes sure that we have air to breath and water to
drink.

Hadhrat Izraeelas
He is the angel who controls the phenomenon of death.

Hadhrat Israfeelas
He is the angel of the trumpet in on the Day of Judgment.

There are other Angles who:





Keep record of people’s deeds
Control the maintenaince of the universe.
Control the operations of the laws of nature.
Glorify Allah with His praise

These angels with Allah’s command maintain and control the whole universe
including our world.
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3. Belief in His Books

Muslims believe that Allah revealed several holy books before revealing the Qur’an to
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa. However, except for the Holy Qur’an, the other books
are not currently available in their original form. Allah protected the Holy Qur’an from
being changed by anyone, as He promised to safeguard it forever. Therefore, it is still
available in its original form and will always be as such.
The books of Allah Muslims belive in are:

Torah
The five books of Hadhrat Musaas are based on the revelations of Allah given to him.
These books are Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. They are
also called the Torah or the Old Testament. People who believe in the Torah are
called Jews. Their religion is called Judaism.

Zaboor
The Holy Book revealed to Hadhrat Daudas is called Psalms or Zaboor, which means
“a piece or a part”. Since Hadhrat Daudas was an Israelite prophet, he believed in the
teachings of Torah. Therefore, people who believe in Torah and Zaboor are called
Jews. Their religion is also called Judaism.

Injeel
The teachings of Hadhrat Isaas were recorded by his people in the form of the New
Testament. There are five books in the New Testament. These books are Matthew,
Mark, Luke, John, and Acts. The Qur’anic name for the New Testament is Injeel.
People who believe in Injeel are called Christians. Their religion is called Christianity.
The combination of the Old Testament and the New Testament is called the Holy
Bible or Gospel.
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Holy Qur’an
The Holy Qur’an was revealed to the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa. Qur’an is in Arabic
language. It took 22 years and 5 months and a
few days to be revealed. It came in bits and
small portions. There have always been
hundreds of people in different ages who have
learnt the entire Holy Qur’an by heart. This
practice still continues.
Before the advent of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa, the prophets were sent for the needs of particular times and particular
people. However, our beloved Holy Prophet Muhammad sa was sent for the entire
world and for all times to come. Allah perfected His religion through the teachings
provided to the Holy Prophet Muhammad sa in the form of the Holy Qur’an. After the
Holy Qur’an, no new teaching is required for the guidance of human beings.

4. Belief in the Prophets of Allah
In Arabic there are two words used for a Prophet.
 Rasul means 'one who is sent' or a ‘messenger’.
 Nabi means 'one who receives and conveys Divine Commands'.
Both these words are used for a person who is chosen by Allah for the reformation and
guidance of mankind.
The Prophets of Allah are chosen from among human beings. They set the best
examples of moral and spiritual conduct. They guide mankind to Allah by passing on to
them the divine revelation and also by their own example of purity and righteousness.
They are the most truthful of men. Their hearts are full of love of Allah and His
creatures. All of them proclaim the Oneness of Allah and ask people to submit to Him
completely.
Muhammadsa is the chief of the Prophets. He is Khatamun-Nabiyyeen i.e., the Seal of
the Prophets. He brought perfect guidance for us from Allah. He came as a blessing for
mankind. He is an excellent exemplar.

5. Belief in the Day of Judgment
When Allah created humans, he gave us free choice to either follow the right path that
leads towards Him, or the wrong path that leads away from Him. He decided to let
humans do whatever they like on Earth. However, He also decided to have a Day of
Judgment, when everyone will be questioned for his / her deeds.
Those who performed good deeds and were obedient to Allah and His Prophets would
be awarded the everlasting life of happiness and peace in Paradise or Heaven. Where
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as those, who were disloyal to Allah and His prophets and spent their lives in sin would
be punished in Hell.
Heaven is a reward from Allah. In the Holy Qur’an, He has compared it to the best
things in this world so that we can understand it better. However, it is a spiritual reward
much better than anything we can possibly imagine. It is a permanent place for living.
Hell is a punishment from Allah. It contains things that are worse than anything we can
imagine. Paradise is ever-lasting. Hell is like a hospital where patients are kept for a
limited time to be cured of their spiritual ailments. They would be transferred to Heaven
after having been cured of their spiritual diseases. Hell is thus for a limited period of
time.

6. Belief in the Divine Decree
Allah has created different laws to govern the world. The law of nature as created by
Allah can never change. For example, the Sun always rises form the East and sets in
the West. However, other laws can be changed to make exceptions as miracles of
Allah’s good people.
For example, during the battles with the Makkans, Muslims were able to beat their huge
army because they prayed for Allah’s help. Only Allah has the power to do miracles. We
can never control when we will die. It is something that is destined by Allah and it
happens at the time set by Him.
Decree of Allah means the Will of Allah; He knows about things before they happen
and, He has the power to change them. It is also called Taqdeer or Destiny. We can
change our destiny by prayer. If something bad is going to happen to us and we pray to
Allah to keep it away from us, Allah can listen to our payer and keep us safe. Hence, it
is possible to change destiny.

52

Research Assignments:
1. What does the word ‘Islam’ means? Why is Islam considered to be the best
religion? Give three reasons.
2. What is the difference between Hadith and Sunnah?
3. Briefly describe why we need a faith to lead a better life?
4. What is the difference between a ‘Rasul’ and a ‘Nabi’?
5. What does Khatamun-Nabiyyeen mean? To whom was this title given?
6. What is meant by the ‘Decree of Allah’? Give an example from your daily life
which explains the decree of Allah?
7. Research on the miracles of the Holy Prophetsa?
8. Is it possible to change the destinty by prayers? Justify with an example.
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Five Pillars of Islam
Belief is something that cannot be seen. Since we cannot see the Articles of Faith, Allah
taught us how to worship Him so that we can see our beliefs through our acts of
worship.
Our faith and its practice through the acts of worship
together make our religion complete. Islamic acts of
worship are called ‘The Pillars of Islam”.
These acts of worship enable us to act upon our faith
in its true meaning. A Muslim must perform these acts
in his daily life. They are as follows:-

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Kalimah (Declaration of Faith)
Salat
Fasting
Zakat
Hajj

“There is none worthy of worship except Allah,
and Muhammadsa is His messenger.”


One must recite the Kalimah when accepting Islam.



By reciting the Kalimah, we affirm our belief that we only worship Allah and we
accept the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa as His prophet. One must recite Kalimah
when becoming a Muslim. If someone does not accept Allah as the One and only
God, that person is not a real Muslim.



Just reciting Kalimah is not enough to be a true Muslim. We must practice the
religion of Islam as Allah sent it to us through the Holy Prophet Muhammad sa.
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Salat is the most important way of worshiping Allah. The meaning of Salat is “to praise”
and “to pray” to God. It is the source of communicating with Allah as if He is seeing us
when we are offering Salat. The purpose of Salat is:


to develop a strong relationship with Allah.



to clean and purify yourself with the help of Allah.



to ask for His help in all difficulties.

It is obligatory upon all Muslims to offer Salat five times a day. These are the five daily
prayers with their timings and number of Rak`aat:

Salat

Timings

Raka`at
Sunnah

Fardh

Fajr

In the morning before
sunrise.

2

2

Zuhr

In the early afternoon.

4

4

Asr

In the late afternoon

Maghrib
Isha

Immediately after sunset.
Later in the evening when its
darf, until before Fajr

Sunnah

Vitr

2

4
3

2

4

2

3
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Fasting is the third pillar of Islam. In the Holy Qur'an, Allah has
commanded Muslims to Fast from dawn to dusk in the lunar
month of Ramadhan.
Ramadhan is the 9th month of the Islamic calendar. It
is a special month in which the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa began receiving the revelations from
Allah.
For thirty days Muslim adults all over the world must
keep the fast if they are in good health and not traveling.
They refrain from eating or drinking during the sunlight
hours in this holy month. They also abstain from any indecent
or vulgar speech or act during this time.
Besides the obligatory fasts of Ramadhan, Muslims may also keep voluntary fasts at
any time of the year whenever they like to receive Allah’s blessings.

Purpose and Benefits of Fasting:
 Fasting is a mini-sacrifice of our physical needs that makes us more righteous
and strong. This sacrifice develops strength in ourselves and makes it easier for
us to stay away from evil and bad acts forbidden by Allah. In avoiding even lawful
things when fasting, we train ourselves to refrain from prohibited things.
 Sacrificing of physical needs increases our awareness about the blessings and
luxuries of life that we have. Therefore it makes us grateful to Allah for everything
He has bestowed upon us.
 Among other things, we learn through personal experience about what hunger,
poverty, loneliness and discomfort mean to people who are less fortunate in
society.
 It helps in getting disciplined and makes it easier for a seeker to gain spiritual
heights.
 For medical reasons, fasting is an excellent activity for cleansing the body from
different harmful things that may have entered our body throughout the year.
 By fasting we obey the commandment of Allah. Allah rewards us by forgiving our
sins and accepting our prayers.
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Who should and should not Fast?
 Muslims about the age of 18 are required to fast during Ramadhan.
Teenagers, below this age, should make a habit of fasting as much
as possible to prepare for their upcoming responsibility.
 Young children should not fast because it can affect their growth.
 Anyone who is traveling, should not fast. Any missed fasts should be
made up at a later date.
 Pregnant and nursing women should not fast.
 Anyone who is sick should not fast. Any missed fasts should be
made up at a later date. However, people who are so ill that they
can never fast again should feed some poor person all the meals
of one day for every missed fast. This is called ‘Fidya’.

What do Muslims do in Ramadan while Fasting?
 In Ramadhan Allah opens the doors of mercy and blessing, therefore, we should
spend most of the time in prayers and the remembrance of God. A greater part of
the night also should be spent in offering prayers and seeking Allah’s love and
forgiveness.
 Special efforts should be made to get regular in offering prayers. Also,
we should recite and learn the Holy Qur’an, the message of Allah
more often than in ordinary days. Special Nawafil should be offered
as well to incur Allah’s love. These special prayers are called
‘Taraweeh’ which are offered with `Isha prayer
 We should try harder not to watch, speak, or listen to any bad thing.
We must refrain from doing all possible wrongdoings, like backbiting,
falsehood, fighting, arguing, hurting others’ feelings, etc.
 We should also give ‘Sadqa’ (charity) as much as one can afford to the needy
and poor of all nations.

Things that Void Fasting:
The general rule is that if anything goes in the body, then one’s fast is void.
1. Intentionally eating or drinking something
2. Attributing false things to Almighty Allah, or his Prophetsa or to the successors of
the Holy Prophetsa
3. Immersing one's complete head in water
4. Vomiting (mouthful)
5. Menstruation
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‘Makroohat’ of Fasting:
Certain things are Makrooh (disliked or offensive acts) for a person observing Fast such
as:1. Using eye drops and applying Surma / kajol if its taste or smell reaches the throat
2. Inhaling a snuff- If one is not aware that it might reach the throat and if one is
aware that it will reach the throat, it is not allowed.
3. Getting a tooth extracted or doing something as a result of which there is
bleeding in the mouth
4. Putting water or any other liquid in the mouth without a good cause
In the above situations the Fast becomes null and void. Therefore, both Qadha and
Kaffarah becomes obligatory, provided these acts are done on purpose, willingly and
without any force or pressure, during the fasts of Ramadhan.

The Kaffarah (compensation or penalty) of leaving out
a Fast of Ramadhan is to:


Fast for two months or



Feed sixty poor to their fill or give food-stuff, like, wheat or barley or bread etc. to
each of them.

If it is not possible for a person to fulfill any of these, he/she should give Sadaqa
according to his means and seek Allah’s forgiveness. The obligatory precaution is that
he should give Kaffarah when he/she is capable to do so.
A person who intends on fasting for two months as a Kaffarah for a Fast of Ramadhan,
should fast continuously for one month and one day, and it would not matter if he/she
did not maintain continuity for completion of the remaining fasts.
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Zakat is the name of a financial
contribution made by Muslims to
help the poor and needy people in
their living.
Everyone who has capital (wealth) in
the form of cash, jewelry, gold,
silver, property etc., which stays with
them for one full year and is not
used, is required to pay at the rate of
1/40 of the value of goods. For
example, if one person has a
hundred dollars that has not been
used for a year, he or she is required
to pay $2.50 Zakat.
Literally, Zakaat means to grow and
to purify the property. Technically, it
means to purify one’s wealth by
distributing a part of it to:


the poor and needy people, who do not have the basic necessities of life.



the people in debt who are unable to repay their debts.



the travelers, if they have no money or resources left to survive during the
journey, or to reach home.



the slaves or captives.

Zakat is like a token of thankfulness submitted to Allah for His blessings. Those who
fulfill this duty have been promised plentiful reward in this world and the hereafter.
Remember! Islam is a religion of love, mercy, helpfulness and brotherhood. Thus, it is
our duty as a Muslim towards mankind, orphans, neighbours and fellow Muslims who
are less fortunate, poor and needy, that we provide them assistance and care. Zakat
plays an important role in fulfilling this responsibility.
Ahmadi Muslims sacrifice their money in the values of Allah for several different
schemes. All these contributions are called Chanda. However, Zakat is different from
Chanda because it is mainly spent for the welfare of the poor in the community.
Through the system of Zakat, the rich Muslims share their wealth with their poor
brothers and sisters.
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The fifth act of Islamic worship is the
performing of Hajj or the pilgrimage to
Makkah. A Muslim must perform this
pilgrimage at least once in his lifetime if
financial and political conditions allow him
/ her.
The focal point of this pilgrimage is the
Ka`aba, which was rebuilt by Prophet
Ibrahim some 4,000 years ago. Today, the
Ka`aba stands in the middle of a large
courtyard of Masjid al-Haram or the
Sacred Mosque. Muslims face Ka`aba
while offering their prayers.
The Hajj is performed during the Muslim
month of Zul-Hajj that comes two months after the festival of Eid-ul-Fitr. Different
ceremonies of the Hajj include:

1. Ihraam and Talbiyyah:
Hajj starts when the pilgrims reach certain chosen places close to Makkah. Men
wear Ihraam (two seamless white sheets) and women also change into Hajj
appropriate dress. Pilgrims recite Talbiyyah which consists of saying the following
aloud:

Labbaik Allah Humma Labbaik
Labbaik La Sharika Laka Labbaik
Innal Hamda wan Ni`amatah Laka
wal Mulka La Sharika Labbaik

Translation: Here I am, O Allah here I am; Here I am, No partner have You, here I
am; Indeed all praise and bounty is Yours, and Yours the Kingdom; No partner have
You.
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2. Tawaaf & Sa’ee:
The pilgrims then perform the Tawaaf of the Ka’aba by going around it seven times,
starting from the position of the Black Stone (Hijra-e-Aswad), in an anti-clockwise
direction.
Next, they perform the Sa’ee by running between the hillocks of Safaa and Marwah
located near Ka`aba. Sa’ee is performed in memory of Hadhrat Hajirah ra, who ran in
search of water back and forth on the hills “safa” and “marwa” in this place.
Pilgrims then go to Minaa, a plain four miles east of Makkah. The next morning after
Fajr prayer, they leave for ‘Arafaat’.

3. Stay at the Plain of Arafaat:

On the 9th of Zul-Hajj, pilgrims worship during their stay at Arafaat, from afternoon till
sunset. This is the place where the Holy Prophet sa delivered his Farewell Sermon.
After sunset the pilgrims leave Arafaat and worship at Muzdalifah. They spend the
night there and then after fajr prayers they return to Mina.

4. Stay at Mina:
The pilgrims stay at Mina on the 10th day of Zul-Hajj where they perform the
ceremony of Ramy-al-Hijaar, a symbolic act to strike the devil by throwing small
stones at three pillars.

5. Eid-ul-Adhiya:
The tenth day of Zul-Hajj is also the day when the pilgrims sacrifice animals. Then
they shave their heads and end the state of Ihraam by wearing normal dress. On
this day, Muslims all over the world celebrate Eid-ul-Adhiya.
Before the 10th day of Zul-Hajj ends, pilgrims perform Tawaaf (tawaf-e-ziarat) and
Sa’ee for the second time at Makkah and once again return to Mina. During the stay
at Mina pilgrims continue to perform the ceremony of ‘Ramy-al-Hijaar’ or throwing of
stones.

6. Farewell Tawaaf & End of Hajj:
After passing one or two more days at Mina, the pilgrims return to Makkah on the
12th or the 13th of Zul-Hajj, and perform the farewell Tawaaf of the Ka’ba. This marks
the completion of Hajj.
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EXERCISE:
1.

What are the Five Pillar of Islam? Why are they called the Pillars of Islam?

2. What is the purpose of Salat?
3. What is the name of Islamic month in which we fast?
4. Should we fast only in this month?
5. How does Fasting bring blessings in our life?
6. Who should not fast?
7. What does ‘Zakat’ mean? How it is different from Sadaqa?
8. What is Chanda?
9. How much of one’s wealth should be given as Zakat?
10. When is Hajj performed? Briefly describe the rituals performed during Hajj.
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Prophets of Allah
Fourth Article of Faith
The fourth fundamental article of faith in Islam is belief in all the prophets. This belief is
a unique declaration of the Qur’an, absent in all other divine books. It throws light on the
universality of Islam. Among other things, belief in all the prophets paves the way for
peace and harmony between the different religions of the world.

All Prophets are Human Beings
According to Islam, all prophets are human beings and none bear super-human
characteristics. When the Holy Founder of Islam was required by the people of the Book
to physically ascend to heaven and bring back a book, the answer which God taught
him was simply this:

Say to them: 'My Lord is far above (such childish conduct). I am no more than a human
being and a prophet.' Surah Bani-Israel (17:94)

Duties of a Prophet
The prophets always come to deliver a message. That message is not confined only to
the areas of beliefs, but also covers the areas of practices and implementation of the
beliefs. The teachings are divided into two large categories:
1. How to improve one's relationship with God.
2. How to conduct oneself in relation to one's fellow human beings.

Prophets Came to Every Part of the World
A Muslim believes that prophets appeared in all nations of the world. A Muslim believes
not only in the Israelite prophets mentioned in the Holy Qur’an and the Bible but also in
the prophets of other religions such as Zoroaster, Krishna, Ram Chandar, Buddha, and
so on. A Muslim believes all prophets were sent by God for the guidance of mankind.
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Genealogy of Prophets
4000 B.C.

2165-1990

2165-1990

2065-1885

2065-1885

1914-1804

1525-1405

1011-971

971-931

4 B.C.



Hadhrat Adamas  The First Prophet



Hadhrat Nuhas  The Great Flood, the Ark



Hadhrat Ibrahimas  Building of the Ka'bah



Hadhrat Lutas Nephew of Hadhrat Ibrahimas



Hadhrat Ishaaqas Son of Hadhrat Ibrahimas



Hadhrat Ismaeelas The Great Sacrifice



Hadhrat Yusufas Grandson of Hadhrat Ishaaqas



Hadhrat Musaas Judaism



Hadhrat Daudas Zaboor (Psalms)



Hadhrat Sulaiman as Son of Hadhrat Daudas



Hadhrat Isaas Christianity
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570-632

1835-1908





Hadhrat Muhammadsa  Islam

Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad as Ahmadiyyat

EXERCISE:
A. Research the prophecies of 2 prophets about the forthcoming of the Messiah
in the latter days.
B. Prepare a power point presentation on the above topic.
C. When Allah sends Messengers to the Earth, what else does he send with
them? Why?
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Hadhrat Adamas
6000 years ago, Allah sent Hadhrat Adamas as the first prophet. The message of Allah
sent through him was the beginning of Allah’s religion.
He built the first house of God, the Ka’aba.
Allah instructed him about where and how to build the Ka’aba. Upon receiving guidance
from Allah, Hadhrat Adamas taught his people to do the following:


To believe in one God



To believe in the Day of Judgment, when everyone will have to answer for all
of their good and bad actions in life.



To take care of each other and make sure that everyone has food to eat and
clothes to wear.
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Hadhrat Nuhas
Following the wrong path, which leads away from Allah, requires very little effort. On the
other hand, following the right path, which leads towards Allah, requires a lot of hard
work and commitment. In general, humans want to do easy things so that they do not
have to work hard. After the death of Hadhrat Adamas, people slowly started to forget
about all the good things that he had taught them. They started to forget and ignore the
commands of Allah. They became idol worshipers and did not believe in God anymore.
Therefore Allah sent Hadhrat Nuh as as his prophet so that he could teach his people to
believe in one God.
Hadhrat Nuhas told his people that if they continued their immoral actions, they would be
punished. In order to bring them closer to Allah, he showed them all of the things Allah
had made for them.
He asked them: “Who created the Sun? Who created the moon? Who created the
stars?"
The people did not listen to his message about Allah. Even his wife did not believe his
message. His people mocked him and asked him to bring upon them the punishment
that he told them they deserve. Hadhrat Nuh as informed them that only Allah had the
power to bring the punishment to them, and Allah does what he pleases.
Hadhrat Nuhas prayed to Allah for his help. Allah revealed to him that his people would
be punished for their wrong doings in the form of a great flood. He instructed Hadhrat
Nuhas to build an ark. Ark is another name for ship. Allah told him that all the good
people or the believers and animals should get on the ship, and they would be saved
while the disbelievers would drown in the flood. Hadhrat Nuh as built the ark, and all the
animals and believers got on the ship and waited while the disbelievers laughed. Soon
Allah sent a very heavy and strong storm, and all the disbelievers drowned in the flood.
Allah made this a sign for all the people and for all times to come. Hadhrat Nuh as is
mentioned in the Holy Bible as Noah.
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Hadhrat Ibrahimas
About 950 years after the advent of Hadhrat Nuh as as a prophet, Allah sent Hadhrat
Ibrahimas as his prophet to the people. He was born at a time when idolatry had become
a common practice. From early childhood, he did not understand how people could
make statues out of their own hands and believe them to have the capabilities of
harming and benefiting their lives. He knew that the statues could not even do anything
for themselves, how could they do anything for anybody else? He hated idol worship
and the worship of heavenly bodies like the Sun and the Moon. He argued with his
people about it and explained to them that there was none worthy of worship except
Allah. However, his people did not listen.
One day, when his people went out of the city, he went into the temple and broke all the
idols except for the biggest one. Then, he hung his axe on the shoulder of the biggest
idol. When the people came back and saw the scene at the temple, they became
furious. They asked Hadhrat Ibrahimas who had broken the idols. Hadhrat Ibrahimas said
that since a God is supposed to know all things, they should ask the biggest idol. He
tried to make them understand that idol worship was illogical, but again, they ignored his
message.
They started a huge fire and threw Hadhrat Ibrahimas in it. At this time, Allah
commanded the fire to become cool and safe for Hadhrat Ibrahim as. People, who had
gathered around to see Hadhrat Ibrahimas get punished, were amazed to see that he
did not get burned by the fire. Even after this incident, none of his people believed in
Allah, except for Hadhrat Sarah. Hadhrat Ibrahimas married Hadhrat Sarah and decided
to move out of the place where no one believed in one God.
Later on, Hadhrat Hajrah’s father gave her in service of Hadhrat Sarah and Hadhrat
Ibrahimas. Since Hadhrat Sarah did not have any children, she asked Hadhrat Ibrahimas
to marry Hadhrat Hajrah so that she would be able to have his children. Hadhrat Ibrahim
and Hadhrat Hajrah had a son, named Ismaeel. After about 14 years Hadhrat Ibrahim as
and Hadhrat Sarah also had a son named Ishaaq. Both of Hadhrat Ibrahim’s as sons
became prophets.
Hadhrat Ibrahimas was very obedient to Allah
and was always willing to sacrifice his life,
children, and all of his possessions for the sake
of Allah. He was given the titles of Khalil-ulAllah (friend of Allah), and Abul Anbiya (father
of the prophets) by Allah.
He is mentioned in the Holy Bible as Abraham.
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Hadhrat Lutas
Hadhrat Lutas was the nephew of Ibrahimas. His father's name was Haraan. Hadhrat
Lutas was brought up by Ibrahimas. Therefore, he and Hadhrat Sarah were the first
believers of Hadhrat Ibrahim's religion.
Hadhrat Lutas believed in him (Ibrahim) and said, ‘I flee unto my Lord; surely, He is the
Mighty, the Wise.' (29:27)
He and his wife were always with Hadhrat Ibrahimas during his journeys of migration.
When Ibrahimas was in Egypt, Lutas was a companion during his journey. It is narrated in
the Torah that during their stay in Egypt, they both had plenty of provisions and cattle. A
conflict arose between the herdsmen of Ibrahim's cattle and the herdsmen of Lut's
cattle. Hadhrat Ibrahim and Hadhrat Lut as consulted and decided to separate in order to
maintain their love and prevent further strife. Hadhrat Lut as migrated to Jordan and
settled in Sodom and Gomorrah. Hadhrat Ibrahimas left for Palestine.
When Hadhrat Lutas arrived at Sodom, he saw that the inhabitants of this land were
involved in all kinds of vice. Besides other sins, this nation initiated the shameless act of
homosexuality. Furthermore, they did not regard it a sin. When Hadhrat Lut as said to his
people:
"Do you commit such a shameless act which no one ever committed before you on
earth? You are fulfilling your desires with males instead of females. Nay, indeed you
have exceeded the bounds." (7:81-82)
Hadhrat Lutas warned them about the consequences that befell the previous nations.
His advice had no effect on them. On the contrary their answer was:
"Expel Lut and his family from your city. Indeed they are very pure people." (27:56).
They said this in a mocking tone. They felt that if he was very pure, what work did he
have in their city? He should leave them. They demanded Hadhrat Lut as to immediately
show them the punishment from God.
When they persisted in their disobedience, the anger of the Almighty descended. The
angels of Allah reached Sodom. They were the guests of Hadhrat Lut as. The angels
revealed their identity to Hadhrat Lut as. They informed him of their mission to destroy
the nation and rescue him and his family.
Finally the time of punishment arrived. By an indication from the angels, Hadhrat Lutas
left the city with his family in the evening. His wife refused to continue with him and
returned to Sodom. In the last portion of the night, a thundering noise destroyed the
nation and the whole city was toppled upside down. A rain of pebbles from the sky
removed all traces of them.
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Hadhrat Ishaaqas
When Hadhrat Ibrahimas was 100 years old, Allah gave him glad tidings of a son from
his second wife, Sarah. He was told to name the son Ishaaq.
The Holy Qur’an says:
“Undoubtedly our messengers (angels) came to Ibrahim with glad-tidings. They greeted
Ibrahimas with salaam and he replied the same. Shortly thereafter he came with a
roasted calf. When he saw that their hands were not stretching out for it, he perceived
them to be strangers and became afraid. They told him, "Do not fear. We have been
sent to the people of Lutas." Ibrahim'sas wife (Sarah) was standing nearby and laughing.
Then We gave her the glad tidings of Ishaaq and thereafter Yaqub. She exclaimed,
"Good gracious! Will I bear while I am barren and my husband is an old man? Indeed
this is most strange." They asked, "Do you express surprise at the decree of Allah? O
people of the house, the mercy and blessings of Allah are on you. Undoubtedly He is
most Praiseworthy and Glorious." (11:69-73)
He feared them. They said, "Do not fear." They gave him glad tidings of a learned
youth.
Hadhrat Sarah asked in surprise, "A barren old woman?"
They said, "Your Lord had told us the very same thing. Indeed He is wise and allknowing." (51:28-30)
He (Ibrahim) said, "Indeed we fear you."
They (the angels) replied, "Do not fear, for we have come to give you glad tidings of a
learned youth."
He asked, "Do you give me glad tidings notwithstanding my senility? What kind of glad
tiding are you giving me?"
They said, "We are giving you glad tidings of the truth. Therefore, do not lose hope."
Ibrahimas replied: "Who else but the misguided can lose hope in Allah." (15:52-56)
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Hadhrat Ismaeelas
Hadhrat Ismaeelas was the son of Hadhrat Ibrahimas and Hadhrat Hajirah. When he was
an infant, Allah told his father to leave him and his mother alone in the desert with a little
food and water. Hadhrat Ibrahimas trusted Allah and obeyed him. After the food and
water ran out, Hadhrat Hajirah had nothing to feed her son and nothing to satisfy his
thirst. Baby Ismaeel was crying with thirst.
Hadhrat Hajirah became very restless. She started running in search of water back and
forth between the hills of Safa and Marwa. She ran between these hills seven times.
While Hadhrat Ismaeel as was crying he was hitting his heels on the ground and a spring
of water started gushing out of the ground. Hadhrat Hajirah was amazed to see this
favor of Allah upon her and her son. She thanked Allah for not letting the sacrifice of her
and her husband go to waste.

The location where this incident occurred is Makkah today. When Hadhrat Ibrahim as left
his son and wife there, the place was uninhibited as there was no source of water. After
the spring of fresh water was created there by Allah, many people started to live around
the spring. This spring of pure water was named as Zam Zam.
Hadhrat Ibrahimas used to visit Hadhrat Hajirah and Hadhrat Ismaeel as in Makkah. For a
long time he had a recurring dream in which he would see himself sacrificing Hadhrat
Ismaeel. He described the dream to his son. Like his father, Hadhrat Ismaeel was also
very obedient to Allah. He said to his father to do as Allah has shown him in the dream.
He assured his father that he would be a patient son. Hadhrat Ibrahim as blindfolded
himself and attempted to sacrifice his son. Before he could bring the knife close to his
son, Allah told him that he had already acted upon the dream he showed the willingness
to sacrifice his son.
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At that time Hadhrat Ibrahimas sacrificed the lamb for the sake of Allah. In remembrance
of the great sacrifice of Hadhrat Ibrahimas Muslim sacrifice animals after Eid-ul-Adha.
They distribute some of the meat to the poor and keep the rest for themselves, their
friends, and close relatives.
Upon receiving revelations from Allah, Hadhrat Ibrahimas dug up the old remains of
Ka`aba, which was initially built by Hadhrat Adamas. The father and the son Hadhrat
Ismaeel as rebuilt the Ka`aba. Hadhrat Ismaeel as is mentioned in the holy bible as
Ishmael.
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Hadhrat Yusufas
Hadhrat Yusufas was a son of Hadhrat Yaqubas. He was a grandson of Hadhrat Ishaaq as
and a great grandson of Hadhrat Ibrahimas. He had eleven brothers. His father loved
him more than all his brothers because of his good qualities. His brothers became
jealous of him. They started making plans to get rid of him. One day, Hadhrat Yusuf saw
in a dream that eleven stars, the sun, and the moon were prostrating before him. He
told his father about this dream. Hadhrat Yaqub as interpreted the dream as a sign from
Allah that Hadhrat Yusufas was the chosen one. He advised Hadhrat Yusuf as not to tell
his brothers about this dream so they would not feel bad. Hadhrat Yusuf as followed his
father’s advice because he did not want to hurt his brothers’ feelings. Meanwhile, his
brothers were still making a plan to hurt him. They tricked him and threw him in a well.
Then, they went to their father and told him that some wolves had eaten Yusuf. They
presented his shirt full of blood as evidence of their story, but Hadhrat Yaqubas did not
believe them. He knew that Hadhrat Yusuf as was the chosen one, and Allah could not
have wasted him.
Hadhrat Yusufas tried to climb up the well, but he
could not. So, he started praying for Allah’s help.
A little while later, someone threw a bucket in the
well to get some water out. Hadhrat Yusuf as held
onto the bucket and when it was pulled out, he
came out of the well along with it. The person
who pulled him out was an Egyptian traveling
with a caravan. His people took Hadhrat Yusufas
as a slave.
Hadhrat Yusufas served as a slave for a wealthy
Egyptian family. One day, the lady of the house
falsely accused him and sent him to jail.
He was a wise man. He was given a special gift
from Allah, which he could use to interpret
dreams. His interpretations were always right. He became quite famous. Once, he
interpreted a dream from the King of Egypt that there is going to be a famine which will
last for seven years, so they should store enough food. This interpretation came true,
and the people of Egypt were saved from starving.
As a reward for his service, the king released him from prison and made him in-charge
of the country’s financial matters and food storage. Some time after that, people of
Palestine started coming to Egypt to buy food because they had no food back home.
One day, Hadhrat Yusuf as saw his brothers amongst the people who had come to buy
food. He made himself known to his brothers and asked them to bring his clan to Egypt.
All of them came and submit before him, thus fulfilling his dream which he saw as a
child and the whole family was united again. He is mentioned in the Holy Bible as
Joseph.
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Hadhrat Musaas
Pharaoh was a king of Egypt, who called himself god. He
had made the Israelites his slaves. Once, he saw in a
dream that an Israeli boy had taken over his kingdom. He
became very upset and issued an order to kill all newborn
Israeli boys. Hadhrat Musaas was a newborn boy, and his
mother did not want him to die. Allah told his mother to put
Hadhrat Musaas in a basket and let him go in the Nile
River. His mother followed Allah’s instructions and had his
sister follow the basket that contained Hadhrat Musa as.
Finally, the basket floated near the king’s palace, where
his wife was sitting outside.
She saw the basket with the baby and decided to
keep the baby and raise him as her son. Hadhrat
Musa’sas sister saw the queen adopting the baby
and told her mother about it. Baby Musa grew up
as the Prince of Egypt. Meanwhile, the king still
had all of the Israelites enslaved who worked very
hard, but were not compensated fairly for their
labour. They had been enslaved for so long that
they did not even remember how to fight for their
own
rights.
Hadhrat
Musaas
was
very
compassionate and did not like injustice. When he
found out that he was an Israelite, he felt very bad
for the condition of his people and left the palace.
He accidently killed an Egyptian and fearing the
punishment escaped to Madian where he got
married and served his father-in-law for 8 to 10
years. While coming back, he found a light on Mount Sinai.
When he reached there, he found there an illuminated bush
through which God spoke to him, appointed him to be a
prophet and asked him to go to Pharaoh and deliver His
message.
The pharaoh did not listen to Hadhrat Musaas and asked for a
sign. Hadhrat Musaas threw his staff (cane) on the floor and it
turned into a serpent. Then he put his hand under his arm.
When he took it out, it was shinning white. Considering
Hadhrat Musaas a magician, Pharaoh gathered all the
magicians of Egypt to compete with him. But all the magicians
found out soon that Hadhrat Musaas is not a magician but a
true prophet of God. But still Pharaoh and his people refused
to accept the truth.
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Afterwards, there were several punishments from Allah upon the Pharaoh and other
Egyptians. Allah sent many bugs and diseases towards them. The pharaoh’s own son
died with one of the diseases. This made the pharaoh furious, and he ordered Hadhrat
Musaas to take his people out of Egypt.
Hadhrat Musaas and all of the Israelites set out towards the river. Allah lowered the
water of the river so the people could walk through and cross the river. All of the people
were able to walk through and get away from slavery. When the Israelites were almost
out of the water, the pharaoh and his people came charging after them on their horses.
As soon as they tried to go through the river, the water became high and they drowned.
Allah revealed His teachings to Hadhrat Musaas in the form of the Ten Commandments.
These were ten basic principles of life that explained how Allah wanted people to live
their lives. Hadhrat Musaas is mentioned in the Holy Bible as Moses.
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Hadhrat Daudas
As a young man, Hadhrat Daudas lived in the kingdom of King Saul. He was a very
brave man. He was never afraid of anyone except Allah. Allah guided him and helped
him throughout his life. King Saul and the Israelite kings before him had been in several
battles with Jalut (known as Goliath in the Bible). The Israelites had lost their glory and
honour.
Hadhrat Daudas joined King Saul’s army. When the two armies faced each other, Jalut
challenged any soldier from King Saul’s army to a one-on-one battle. Jalut was very
strong and arrogant. He wanted to show off his strength. King Saul’s soldiers were
terrorized, and no one had enough courage to volunteer. At that time, Hadhrat Daud as
fought with Jalut and killed him. When Jalut’s army saw their leader fall, they ran away.
After this battle, the Israelites regained the glory and honour that had been lost for a
long time. Hadhrat Daudas married King Saul’s daughter, and later on became the king.
Hadhrat Daudas became the most famous man among the Israelites. However, he was
not interested in fame or leadership. He was only interested in worshiping Allah. He
would not go out into the desert, in the company of nature, but to glorify Allah and to
think about the favours of Allah upon him. Allah revealed the Holy Book called Zaboor
(Psalms) to him.
While he glorified Allah and read the Holy Book given to him, even the animals and
birds used to gather around him to praise Allah. Hadhrat Daud as loved Allah so much
that he would fast on every other day to please Him. Also, he spent a large part of the
night praying to Allah. He was given a son, named Sulaiman, who also became a
prophet. Hadhrat Daudas is mentioned in the Holy Bible as David.
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Hadhrat Suleimanas
Hadhrat Sulaiman as was a son of Hadhrat Daudas. After his father’s death, he took over
his kingdom and became a good leader. He loved riding horses. Allah had blessed him
with a high degree of wisdom and intelligence.
He was a great king. He built the temple of Jerusalem. This became the centre of
worship for all of the Israelites. He also ruled his country, expanded his territory, and
became the master builder among the Israeli kings.
During his time, there were people called Sabeans who worshipped the sun and the
moon. He taught people to believe in One God. He prayed to Allah to have a kingdom
that no one could take away from him. Allah granted him his request. Hadhrat
Sulaiman as is mentioned in the Holy Bible as Solomon.
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Hadhrat Isaas
Hadhrat Isaas was born about two thousand years ago, in a little town called Bethlehem,
in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Hadhrat Maryam. She was a very pious woman.
She used to spend most of her time in prayer. One day, while she was praying to Allah,
the angel Jibraeel as came to her. He told her that she would have a son, and his name
would be Isa. She asked how she could have a son when she was not even married.
Hadhrat Gibraeel told her that Allah would make it happen. And He did! Hadhrat Isa was
born under a tree in Bethlehem.
When Hadhrat Isaas grew up, living
in Israel, he told his people that he
was a prophet of Allah. He told them
that he had come to guide the lost
tribes of Israel and to fulfill the law of
the Torah. Some people believed in
him, but most of the people rejected
him and wanted to kill him.
The Jews thought he was a liar and
wanted to prove that he was not a
prophet, so they persuaded the
Romans to hang him on a cross.
Crucifixion was a common
way to torture and punish
criminals in those days.
Everyone thought he died.
He was taken off the cross
and was put in a rock cave.
Although, it seemed like he was
dead, Allah saved Hadhrat Isaas.
When Hadhrat Isaas got better, he
secretly went back to his people.
Many of his followers thought he had
died on the cross and had come
back to life. The people of later
generations started thinking that he
was God. These people are called
Christians.
As Ahmadi Muslims, we do not believe that Hadhrat Isa as died on the cross. He was
only a prophet of God, and Allah saved him from an accursed death. In fact, Allah let
him continue his mission. He traveled in search of the lost tribe of Israel. He finally
arrived in Kashmir in India, where he died in Sri Nagar, Kashmir. People of Kashmir
knew him as ‘Yuz-Asaf.” Hadhrat Isaas is mentioned as Jesus in the Holy Bible.
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EXERCISE:
Match each prophet with the clue.
PROPHET

MATCH

CLUE

Hadhrat Ibrahimas

a) Nephew of Hadhrat Ibrahimas

Hadhrat Nuhas

b) He built the K’aba for the first time

Hadhrat Yusufas

c) His wife was not saved from
Allah’s wrath

Hadhrat Daudas

d) He traveled from Jerusalem to
India for the lost tribes.

Hadhrat Lutas

e) He killed Jalut (Goliath)

Hadhrat Adamas

f) He built the temple of Jerusalem

Hadhrat Isaas

g) He was willing to be sacrificed for
the sake of Allah.

Hadhrat Musaas

h) Thrown in the well by his brothers

Hadhrat Ismaeelas

i) He left his wife and son in the
desert

Hadhrat Sulaiman as

j) He was given the Ten
Commandments

Hadhrat Ishaaqas

k) Born to his mother when she was
87 years old.

Research Assignment:
A. Write down four significant facts about each prophet and narrate in the next
class.
B. Select a prophet of your choice and prepare a presentation on the life and
teachings of that prophet.
C. What is the purpose of the coming of a prophet? Why did Allah decide to send
more than one prophet with different teachings in different parts of the world in
the past?
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Ismaelites and Israelites
Introduction
Ismaelites and Israelites are both descendents of Hadhrat Ibrahim as, a Prophet of Allah.
He lived in Chaldaea about 4000 years ago. The people of this area worshipped idols,
stars and images. Hadhrat Ibrahimas believed in the oneness of God. He moved to
Egypt because of arguments with his idol-worshipping father.
Hadhrat Ibrahimas used to receive revelations from Allah. During one of those
revelations, Allah made a promise with his people. He promised Hadhrat Ibrahim’s as
descendents the land of Canaan and His protection in exchange of their submission and
loyalty. Allah also listened to the prayers of Hadhrat Ibrahim as to raise Prophets among
his descendents if they remain faithful to Him.
Hadhrat Ibrahimas had two wives, Hadhrat Hajirah and Hadhrat Sarah. He had a son
from Hajirah named ‘Ismaeel’ whose descendants are called the ‘Ismaelites’.

Ismaelites
On the command of Allah, Hadhrat Ibrahimas left Hadhrat Hajirah and baby Ismaeel in a
desert. This was the place where now the holy city of Makkah stands. Hadhrat Ibrahim as
gave Hadhrat Hajirah some dates and water and left her and Ismaeel in the care of
Allah. The short portion of food was soon finished. Allah listened to the prayers of
Hadhrat Hajirah running back and forth between two hills for the life of her son in search
of water and food. A spring appeared close to the child Ismaeel and so the two were
saved.
Soon Banu Jurham, an Arab tribe settled on the spot. When Ismaeel grew up, he took a
girl of this tribe for his wife and his descendents were named after him, the Ismaelites.
Hadhrat Ibrahimas often visited them. He rebuilt the holy house of Ka’aba with the help
of Hadhrat Ismaeelas. When it was ready, Hadhrat Ibrahimas prayed to Allah to raise
among his children the Great Prophet.

Israelites
When Hadhrat Ibrahimas was 100 years old, God blessed him with another son from
Hadhrat Sarah, who was named Ishaaq. Hadhrat Ishaaqas became another prophet of
Allah. From Hadhrat Ishaaqas, Hadhrat Ibrahim’sas grandson Yaqub was born. Yaqub
was given the title of ‘Israel’ by Allah in one of Hadhrat Ibrahim’s as revelations. Thus, the
descendents of Hadhrat Yaqubas (Jacob) began to be called ‘Israelites’.
Allah had promised Israelites that He will raise Prophets among them. This period of
about 600 years is one of the most glorious periods in the history of Israelites. It was
during this period that most of the known Prophets of the world appeared.
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The Holy Book of Israelites
500 years after Hadhrat Ibrahimas, one of his descendents by the name of Musa
(Moses) arose in Egypt as the greatest Prophet of Israelites. He eventually led Israelites
out of Egypt back to Canaan. On the way to Canaan, on Mount Sinai, Hadhrat Musaas
received the revelation of the Ten Commandments from Allah. These commandments
are the foundation of Torah, the holy book of Jews.
After the death of Hadhrat Musaas, Israelites settled down in Canaan. Then came
Hadhrat Daudas (David) and after him, his son Hadhrat Sulaiman as (Solomon) as the
Prophets of Allah. Some other great Prophets followed the death of Hadhrat Sulaiman as
like Elijah, Elisha, Jonah, Amos, Ezekiel, Job, Ezra and Malachi (peace be on all). All
these prophets are mentioned in the Bible. Their teachings are included in the ‘Old
Testament’. It also contains five books of the Torah revealed to Moses.
The believers of the Old Testament are called ‘Jews’ and their religion, ‘Judaism’. Their
central belief is the unity of God. They also believe that they are God’s chosen people
and that God wants them to be an example to all mankind. They believe Moses to be
the chief of all Prophets and they are waiting for the coming of Messiah.

The Ten Commandments
Ten Commandments form the basic code of behavior for Jews. The most important
ones that were later disobeyed by the Jews are as follows:






You shall have no other God besides Me.
Remember the SABBATH day and keep it holy.
You shall not commit murder.
You shall not steal.
You shall not bear false witness.

Sabbath
It is the weekly holy day for Jews. It begins on Friday after sunset and ends with
sunset on Saturday. It is devoted to prayers. No work is permitted on this day.

The Promised Messiah of the Israelites
The moral values of the Jews were worsening. They started disobeying their
teachings. This was the time when Hadhrat Isaas (Jesus) was born in Bethlehem, in
the province of Judea. He was born to Mary without the agency of a human father. In
this manner he was half Israelite and half non-Israelite.
He was raised and educated according to the Jewish religion. He told the Jews that he
was the Messiah. Jews were foretold by Prophet Malachi as that Prophet Elijahas will
come before the coming of Messiah. So they were yet waiting for Elijah as. Hadhrat
Isaas told them that Elijah as had already come in the form of John, the Baptist but
they strongly opposed him.
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Jesus’ ministry in the Palestine area lasted for about three years. His teachings
highlighted the gentler elements of Moses’ teachings and condemned the rigid and
often cruelty of the Law. Most of the Jews and Romans became enemies of Hadhrat
Isaasas because of his open criticism of Jewish priests.
As a result, a trial was held against him and the judge, at the demand of the people
and the priests, condemned him to crucifixion. So Hadhrat Isaas was put on the cross
on Friday.
With the start of the Sabbath at sunset, his body was given to his followers, after the
Roman soldiers had assumed that he had died. For the next two days his body was
placed in a cave. After this period Hadhrat Isa as was seen alive by a number of his
followers. Christians believe that Jesus was taken to heaven later on.
Ahmadi Muslims believe that Jesus recovered from his wounds, left Palestine area,
traveled east to Afghanistan and Kashmir. He lived there to an old age and died a
natural death in Kashmir.

Christianity
The followers of Hadhrat Isaas are called Christians. The early Christians followed the
Jewish traditions of circumcision, offering animal sacrifices, abstaining from swine
flesh and observing the Sabbath. They didn’t call Hadhrat Isaas the Son of God.
Later a Jew named Saul converted to Christianity and took the name of Paul. He
added the doctrines of ‘trinity’; ‘atonement’; and ‘son-ship of Jesus to God’ and thus
made a new Christianity. He traveled through Asia and Europe and preached the new
Christianity to non-Israelites. The new Christians gave up the Jewish traditions such
as animal sacrifice, circumcision and the observing of the Sabbath. This was the time
when they started believing Jesus to be the Son of God.

Beliefs held by Christians






Man is born a sinner
Jesus Christ is the Son of God
Jesus Christ came down to earth from heaven for the salvation of mankind
He died on the cross and in this way God sacrificed His Son to wash the sins of
the mankind
Jesus Christ is alive in heavens and is directing the affairs of the church

Transfer of Gift of
Israelites to Ismaelites

Prophethood

from

Israelites were promised to receive land and Prophethood provided they abide by their
teachings and remain loyal. But they disobeyed the teachings a number of times as a
result of which they eventually lost their land and later the gift of prophethood was also
shifted to the descendents of the other son of Hadhrat Ibrahimas, the Ismaelites.
The examples of the disobedience of the Israelites included:
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ignoring the day of Sabbath
not listening to the warnings of their Prophets
making fun of their Prophets and causing them to suffer pain.

Allah repeatedly warned them to adopt the right path and stick to their teachings but
they did not care about it.
In that age of sins and disobedience, Allah sent amongst them Hadhrat Isaas. He was
born without a father. In this way he was half Israelite and half non-Israelite. This was
the last warning to the Israelites that their moral condition had worsened so much so
that a Prophet cannot be born to any man amongst them. Then the Jews put Hadhrat
Isaas on the cross and made Allah even angrier towards them.
Later the followers of Hadhrat Isaas stopped doing circumcision, which was the symbol
of the promise of God with Israelites as mentioned in the Old Testament. In this way
prophethood was brought to an end amongst Israelites.
As the promise could not be fulfilled unless Prophets were raised among the
descendents of the first son of Hadhrat Ibrahim as, so Allah decided this was the time
when prophethood had to be shifted to the Ismaelites. So He blessed the Quraish of
Makkah, the original descendents of Prophet Ismaeel as with the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa. This was The Great Prophet for whom Hadhrat Ibrahim as and his son
prayed for, while raising the walls of the Ka’aba.

EXERCISE:
Answer the questions below.
1. Who are the Israelites?
2. Who are the Ismaelites?
3. Name 3 of the Ten Commandments.
4. Why was the gift of prophet hood transferred from the Israelites to the Ismaelites?
5. What is the Holy Book of the Israelites called?
6. What is the Sabbath Day?
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EARLY ISLAMIC HISTORY
Fifteen hundred years ago the world lay in total moral darkness. Christians ruled in
Europe and they ruled in ignorance. They believed in Jesus, called him the Son of God
and worshipped him as they do now. Their kings and cardinals fought one another.
They were often very cruel. The priests were held in great honour. They were often very
ignorant and dirty. The entire continent was in the depth of darkness. The Romans had
also lost their moral values.
Africans were in a pitiable plight. The northern regions of Africa groaned under a harsh
Roman rule. The Church was divided because of the ill treatment of native Africans by
the ruling Christian minority. The southern regions of the continent were in bad shape
too.
The Jews had become neglectful of religious duties and cruel to one another. There
was a bitter enmity between the Jews and the Christians.
The Indians were no better. They had millions of gods. They were divided into four
castes. The Brahmans, the highest cast, were the priests, the Rajputs, the second
highest, were the rulers. The Shudars who came last were sweepers and scavengers
and could not share food or drink with the other castes.
The Chinese worshipped their dead, adored the Budha and many minor deities.

Arabs
The Romans were in power in Europe. Persia was a great Empire. Both Romans and
Persians were rich nations. Between these two big states lay the vast sandy deserts of
Arabia.
The Arabs were wild people. They had
no king and no central authority. They
were divided into many tribes, who
knew no law but the law of vendetta.
They worshipped stars and stones.
The climate of Arabia was dry and hot
in summer, and dry and cold in winter.
There were no rains. The people were
poor and ever in search of water. They
would, therefore, travel from one place
to another. They had no brick houses
and lived in tents. They could thus
move easily about with their families.
Wildlife had made them brave and
warlike. They had short tempers but
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long memories. Therefore, they were quick to quarrel but slow in making peace. They
loved women and were ever at war with one another over one thing or the other. They
also fought for water rights. The quarrels of the Arabs were over petty causes but were
yet bloody and long.
It is said that once a man saw a bird lay eggs in its nest. Passing by, he promised to
look after it. Next day he saw two shattered eggs lying near about. A camel was
grazing not far away. The man guessed that the camel must have disturbed the
nest. He went to the keeper of the camel and told him to stay away from the
tree. But the owner of the camel only laughed at him. The man was so angry
that he killed the camel. This small matter led to a bloody fight. First the
families of the two and later their tribes went to war. The war lasted for forty
years.
Arabs had no schools and no education. Except for a few, no one knew how to read and
write. Sons, horses and poets were greatly prized among them. The birth of a daughter
brought on great grief. Some of them buried their female children alive.
The Arabs were very loyal to their tribes. They kept slaves and were proud of their
families. They were cruel in war and had no mercy for the enemy, not even for women
and children. They were brave and had no fear of death and were kind to strangers.

Hadhrat Ibrahimas
Four thousand years ago, the Prophet Ibrahimas came from Egypt to Arabia. He brought
his wife Hadhrat Hajirahra and child Hadhrat Ismaeelas with him to a deserted place
where Makkah now stands. God had commanded him to leave the two in the deserts.
Hadhrat Ibrahimas gave his wife and child some
dates and some water and left them in the care of
God. The limited rations were soon finished. The
child, Hadhrat Ismaeelas was thirsty but there was no
sign of water anywhere around. Seven times
Hadhrat Hajirahra ran between the two hills, Safa
and Marwa. She found no water. Then lifting her
eyes to the sky, she prayed to God. Soon a voice spoke, “God has heard thee." She
hurried back to the child. There she saw a spring of water close by his feet. The two
were saved. Hadhrat Hajirah thanked Allah for His great mercy. Soon Banu Jurham, an
Arab tribe settled on the spot. When Hadhrat Ismaeelas grew up, he married a girl of this
tribe.

Call to Hajj (Pilgrimage)
Hadhrat Ibrahimas used to visit Hadhrat Hajirahra and Hadhrat Ismaeelas often. Together,
the son and the father raised the walls and laid the roof of the Holy House, the Ka`aba.
When the house of God was ready, Hadhrat Ibrahimas prayed to the Lord to look after
his child and his children's children and great-grand children. He begged of Him to make
them all His loyal servants. He also begged of Him to raise among them the Great
Prophet and feed them with fruits. Then God ordered Hadhrat Ibrahimas to call men to
Hajj (pilgrimage) every year to the Ka`aba.
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As time passed, Hadhrat Ismaeel'sas children
and their children grew in numbers. Their city,
Makkah, became a big centre. People would
come from every part of Arabia for Hajj. Hadhrat
Ismaeel'sas children were later known as
Quraish. They were the keepers of the Holy
Ka`aba. They became rich and powerful, but in
course of time, Arabs gave up the worship of
one true God. They began instead to worship
images. They kept their 360 tribal idols in the
Holy House. The Quraish prayed to Hubal, an
idol made of stone. The Quraish were much feared by their neighbours. It did not make
them any better than the other Arabs. In fact they were most forward in evil ways. They
drank like fish and danced and had many wives. They even kept their widowed
stepmothers as concubines.

Abraha Attacks Makkah
Abraha, the Governor of Yemen, wanted to damage the supremacy of Ka`aba. He
wished to set up another Ka`aba. He came with a large army to Makkah to pull down
the Holy House. His men seized some camels of Hadhrat Abdul Muttalib, a Chief of the
Quraish. Hadhrat Abdul Muttalib sought an interview with Abraha. He asked him to
return his camels. Abraha gave back the camels but said: "Abdul Muttalib, you seem to
care more for your camels than for the Holy House!”
Hadhrat Abdul Muttalib replied: "I
am the master of the camels only.
There is a Master of the Holy
House. He would take care of it."
Abraha became angry at this retort
and said: "I will see how this
Master of the House stops me."

He at once prepared to demolish the Holy House, but his elephant
would not move. Then a large number of birds flew over his army.
As the flights passed, they dropped particles of dust and pebbles.
Soon death laid its hands on Abraha's men. They caught
smallpox. That year is known as "the Year of the Elephant".
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EXERCISE

1

1. What was the state of the world 1500 years ago?
2. Who were the rulers of Europe?
3. What kind of a people were the Arabs?
4. Arabs were said to have a great memory, how did this become an asset for Islam
later on?
5. Where did Hadhrat Ibrahimas migrate from?
6. Relate the story of Hadhrat Ibrahim as and his great sacrifice in detail.
7. How many tribal idols were kept in the Holy Ka`aba?
8. Was there any limit on the number of wives that the Arabs kept?
9. Who was Hadhrat Abdul Muttalib?
10. In which Surah of the Holy Qur’an is the incident of the ‘Year of the Elephant’
mentioned?
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Birth of the Best Human BeingHadhrat Muhammadsa
Soon after the year of the Elephant, Hadhrat Abdul Muttalib lost
his young son Hadhrat Abdullah. His grief was great. Hadhrat
Abdullah's widow, Hadhrat Amina, saw in a dream that a light
had come out of her body and spread all over the world. She
gave birth to a son six months after her husband's death. They
named the boy Muhammad.
First nurse Sawaiba suckled him. Later, he was turned over to Nurse Halima. The child
lived among Banu Hawazin-the tribe of Hadhrat Halima, until he was four years old.
Hadhrat Halima was a poor woman. When she took the baby Muhammad sa to her
home, the family's luck suddenly changed. Hadhrat Halima loved the child Muhammadsa
and he loved her. In later life he never forgot what he owed to his foster-mother.
When the child Muhammadsa was six years old, his
mother also died. Then his grandfather, Hadhrat
Abdul Muttalib, took him in his care. But
Muhammadsa was hardly eight years of age when
old Hadhrat Abdul Muttalib also passed away. Now
Hadhrat Abu Talib, his uncle took care of him. The
child Muhammadsa was a quiet and well-behaved
boy. His uncle loved him dearly. He was equally
fond of his uncle. When Muhammadsa was twelve
years old, he accompanied Hadhrat Abu Talib on
the journey to Syria for trading purpose.

Marriage to Hadhrat Khadijara
Hadhrat Muhammadsa was a young man now and in trade. This took him to many
places as Syria, Yemen and Bahrin [Bahrain]. He was honest and straight in his
dealings. The people of Makkah called him “The Truthful" and "The Trustee".
Hadhrat Muhammadsa worked for a good lady named Khadija. She was a widow.
Hadhrat Muhammadsa was upright and intelligent, and worked hard in her business.
There was much profit every time he went out to sell her merchandise. She was much
impressed with his hard work, honesty and wisdom. She made a proposal of marriage.
At the age of 25 Hadhrat Muhammadsa married Hadhrat Khadijara who was 40 years of
age. She gave birth to seven children, three boys and four girls. All died early except the
renowned daughter Hadhrat Fatimara.

Young Peacemaker
When Hadhrat Muhammadsa was over thirty, a dispute arose among the Quraish. The
House of God (the Ka`aba) was being re-built. First the work went on smoothly. But
when time came for the sacred Black Stone to be put in its place, everyone wanted to
have the honour for himself and his family. They were ready to fight and kill. The work
had to be stopped. But it could not be stopped indefinitely. One day they assembled at
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the site and agreed to make their judge the man who should be the first to come to the
Holy House next morning. They waited and they saw Hadhrat Muhammadsa coming.
They cried with one voice: "Here comes the Truthful, the Trustee."
They made him the judge. Hadhrat Muhammadsa spread out his
sheet. He placed the Black Stone in it and then asked the heads of
the assembled tribes to hold the corners of the sheet and raise it.
They did as told. Then taking the stone in his hands, Hadhrat
Muhammadsa put it in position. The matter ended happily.
Hadhrat Muhammadsa was well to do now, but Hadhrat Abu Talib
was poor. He wanted to help his good uncle. He took his young
cousin Hadhrat Alira home. Another uncle Hadhrat Abbas took
Jafar the younger brother of Hadhrat Alira under his care.
Hadhrat Muhammadsa had very gentle ways with the people of his town though he did
not mix much with them. He had a few intimate friends. One was Hadhrat Abu Bakrra,
the other was Hakim bin Hizam. Both were men of good habits and respected for their
integrity. Hadhrat Muhammadsa was given very much to prayer and meditation. Often he
would leave to a cave in a hill outside the town, staying there for days.
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EXERCISE

2

1. What dream did the mother of the Holy Prophet sa see before his birth?
2. What qualities can we see in the character of the Holy Prophet Muhammad sa, even
before his Prophethood?
3. Research the meaning of the name of the Holy Prophetsa.
4. What was the relationship between the Holy Prophetsa and Hadhrat Halima?
5. How old was the Holy Prophetsa when his mother passed away?
6. Who was Hadhrat Abu Talib, and what was his role in the life of the Holy Prophet

sa

?

7. What about the Holy Prophetsa impressed Hadhrat Khadija ra?
8. How many children did the Holy Prophetsa have from his first wife?
9. Find the Arabic words for ‘The Trustee’ and ‘The Truthful.’ State one incident in which
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa exemplified these 2 qualities.
10. What is the name of the cave that the Holy Prophet Muhammad

sa

used to meditate

in? Where is it located?
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Call to Prophethood
It was a Monday of the month of Ramadhan. Hadhrat Muhammadsa was in prayer in the
cave Hira. Suddenly the angel, Hadhrat Jibraeelas, appeared before him and asked him
to "Read out." Hadhrat Muhammadsa replied, "I cannot". The angel then took hold of him
in a tight embrace. Again he asked him to read out. The answer was the same. Then he
embraced him a second time and then a third time and said:
[96:2] Proclaim thou in
the name of thy Lord
Who created,
[96:3] Created man from a clot
of blood.
[96:4] Proclaim! and thy Lord
is the Most Bounteous;
[96:5] Who taught by the pen,
[96:6] Taught man what he
knew not.
After this the angel disappeared. Hadhrat Muhammad sa was over intimidated. With a
trembling heart he went home. He asked Hadhrat Khadijara to cover him up. When she
did as asked, he told her of his strange experience. He said that he was in mighty fear.
Hadhrat Khadijara replied:
"Fear not, be happy, God will not cause you any harm. For, you are kind to the
relatives. You speak the truth; you bear the burdens of others. You possess
virtues that have become lost. You respect your guests and you help all people in
all right things."
But Hadhrat Muhammadsa was not at ease. One day as he was returning home from the
cave Hira, he heard a voice calling him. When he looked around, he had the vision of
the same angel sitting on a chair perched high between the earth and the heavens.
Hadhrat Muhammadsa was alarmed. So, he hurried home. Again he asked his wife to
cover him up. Then he heard a mighty voice commanding him to stand up, give glory to
the Lord and warn all men. From that day on he heard the voice very often.

Early Converts
Hadhrat Muhammadsa now knew that he had been raised a Prophet by Allah. He started
in earnest his great work of calling men to the One True God, the Lord of the Heavens
and Earth. First he worked quietly among his friends and relatives. His wife, the good
lady Hadhrat Khadijara, was the first to believe him. Among his friends, among his
relatives and among slaves Hadhrat Zaidra readily accepted him. Hadhrat Abu Bakrra
was a wise man and highly respected by the people of Makkah. Hadhrat Alira was a boy
of eleven and Hadhrat Zaidra was the Holy Prophet’ssa freed slave.
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Five more people joined the new faith through the efforts of Hadhrat Abu Bakrra. They
were Usman bin Affan, Abdur Rehman bin Auf, Saad bin Abu Vaqas, Zubair bin al
Awam and Talib bin Ubaidullah. In a short time, more were added to the list. Their
names are: Abu Ubaida bin al Jarrah, Abdullah bin Jahsh, Ubaidullah bin Jahsh, Abu
Salma bin Abu Asad, Abu Hafiza bin Utba, Abdullah bin Masood, Saeed bin Zaid,
Usman bin Mazoon, and Bilal the Abyssinian.
Umm-e-Fazal, wife of Abbas, Asma, daughter of Abu Bakr ra and Fatima
bint-e-Khattab were the only ladies beside Hadhrat Khadijara, who were
the first to believe. Most of the men were either slaves or poor. The
religion the Holy Prophetsa taught was simple. The believers were asked
to say,

“There is no God but Allah; Muhammadsa is His Messenger."
They were required to obey the Holy Prophet sa in all good things.

Relations Rebuff
It was the fourth year of the Holy Prophetsa's call when God commanded him to warn his
relatives. The Holy Prophetsa went straight to the top of Mount Safa. He called every
clan of the Quraish by name. When they were assembled he said:
"If I tell you that a big army is in wait for you behind this hill, would you believe
me?"
They all said: "Yes, because you have spoken the truth
always."
The Holy Prophetsa then said: "I warn you of the anger of
God. Believe in Allah so that you may be saved."
They laughed at him and walked away
One day the Holy Prophetsa asked Hadhrat Alira to call all their relations to a meal. When
they got together, the Holy Prophetsa addressed them thus:
"O children of Abdul Muttalib, I have come to you with a great thing. Nobody
brought a greater good for his people. I invite you to God. If you believe me, you
will have the best of this life and of the life after death. Now which of you will help
me?"
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They all laughed except Hadhrat Alira. Hadhrat Alira said: "I will be with you." And he
was with the Holy Prophetsa till the end. From that day Islam was the talk of the town.
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa now began to call men to God openly. Muslims used to
meet in a house called Dar-ul-Islam. They would pray and learn their new duties as
Muslims. Others would also come there to hear the Holy Prophetsa. For three years this
centre remained open to all new comers. Many more believed and became Muslims.
They were Masab bin Omair, Abdullah bin Umme Maktum, Zaid bin Khattab, Jafar bin
Abi-Talib, Omar bin Yaseer, Abu Moosa al Ashari.

Makkans Get Angry
The Quraish had made fun of the Holy Prophet sa. But, as time went on, they began to
fear Islam. They, therefore, decided to use force. Their chief leaders were Abu Jahl,
Abu Lahb, Ommaiya bin Khalf and Al-Nazar bin Haris. First they tried to win over
Hadhrat Abu Talib, the uncle of the Holy Prophet sa. They asked him to stop protecting
his nephew Muhammadsa.
Hadhrat Abu Talib told the Holy Prophetsa that the Quraish were very angry with him.
The Holy Prophetsa replied:
"By God if they placed the sun on my right hand and the moon on my left hand, I
will not give up my mission."
As the Holy Prophetsa started to leave, Hadhrat Abu Talib called him back. He was in
tears. He said: "Go ahead, nephew, I am with you as long as I live."
Hadhrat Abu Talib then told the Quraish to do what they pleased; he would stand by his
nephew.

Converts Persecuted
The Quraish then decided to punish the Muslims. Hakim bin Abila,
the uncle of Usman bin Affan, tied him with a rope and beat him up.
An uncle of Zubair bin al-Awam wrapped up his nephew in a mat and
smoked him through his nose. Saeed bin Zaid and Labina, a slave girl,
were beaten up by Omar bin al-Khattab. Abu Jahl beat Zinnira, another
slave woman. The Quraish often used to hit Suhail bin
Sanan.
Bilal was a slave of Omaiyya bin Khalf. His master would order
him to lie on hot sand. He could then cover his naked body with
burning hot stones and drag him in the street. The Quraish did not
stop at that. They made Khabab bin Alarat lie on coal fire. Abu Jahl speared old lady
Samiya to death. Muslims bore their troubles patiently. They remained calm. Their faith
in God and His Prophet was firm.
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EXERCISE

3

Research Assignment:
The entire early Islamic period was full of sorrows and trials. Find a hadith of the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa in which he advises Muslims to be patient. Then, write an essay
(1 page) about the blessings of Allah on His patient servants.
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Muslims Advised Patience
When the Hajj was drawing near, the Quraish had a new fear, the fear that the tribes
coming to Makkah from outside would learn of the Prophet. They would want to know
about him and his new religion.
After a long debate among
them, the Quraish decided to tell
them that the Holy Prophet
sa
Muhammad
was a sorcerer.
Every child of Makkah was
taught to repeat this lie. At the
same time, the Quraish set
gangsters
upon
the
Holy
Prophetsa, to throw abuse at
him and say dirty things to his
face. At times they would
stone his house.
Once the Holy Prophetsa was praying in the Holy Ka`aba, when Utba bin Abi Moit took
off his mantle and tried to strangle the Holy Prophetsa. Hadhrat Abu Bakrra intervened.
He said to the Quraish:
"Would you kill a man because he says Allah is the only God?"
At another time, when the Quraish got around the Holy Prophetsa in the Holy Ka`aba
with the intent to do him bodily harm, Harith bin Abi Halla came to his help. Harith was
killed instantly.
In short, Muslims were shown no mercy. The Quraish were after their blood. This was
too much for the believers. Once Abdur Rahman bin Auf and a few others requested the
Holy Prophetsa to permit them to fight back the Quraish. The Holy Prophet sa said: "I
have been commanded to forgive. Fight not therefore."
Dutiful companions of the Holy Prophet

sa

obeyed and remained patient as before.

Migrate to Abyssinia
The Holy Prophetsa was in deep
grief. He was distressed on
account of the sad dilemma of
Muslims. He advised some to
leave for Abyssinia and told them
that they would find peace there.
Many Muslims migrated. Most of
them were very well respected
among the Makkans before
joining the ranks of Islam. But now
things had changed. However,
they lived happily in Abyssinia.
Soon some more followed them.

95

Negus Offers Protection
A total of one hundred Muslims went over to seek asylum with the King of Abyssinia,
Negus. The Quraish of Makkah were angry at this. They sent two men, Amar bin Alas
and Abdullah bin Rabi, with presents for the King of Abyssinia. Addressing the monarch,
they said:

"O King, some fools of our town have given up the religion of their fathers. They have
started a new faith, which is also against your faith. They have made trouble in their
own land. Some of them have come to your country. We beg of you to send them back
with us."
Negus summoned the Muslims to his court and asked them what they had to say.
Hadhrat Jafarra, their leader, said:
"O King, we were ignorant. We worshipped idols. We had evil ways. We were bad
to our relations and neighbours. The hand of the strong among us was heavy on
the weak. God raised a Prophet among us. We knew well that he was an honest
and a man of truth. He taught us to worship one God, to give up idols, to speak
the truth, to be honest, to be kind to neighbours, to give up evil ways and not to
eat the property of the orphans. We believed in him and obeyed him. But our
people were cruel to us and used force against us. We left our homes and are
now refugees in your land. We hope, O King that we would not come to any harm
under you."
Negus then asked Hadhrat Jafarra to read to him the Qur’an. He read out a part of
Surah Maryam. Negus was deeply moved. He ordered the Quraish to go back to their
homes and returned to them their presents.
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1. What fear did the Quraish have when the time of Hajj was drawing near?
2. What did the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa say when some of his companions
asked to fight back?
3. Where did the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa instruct the Muslims to migrate to?
4. Who was the king of Abyssinia?
5. How did the Muslims win the heart of the king of Abyssinia?
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Two Powerful Converts
Muslims in Makkah were still in trouble. The Quraish showed no mercy. But two strong
men joined Islam. They were Hadhrat Hamzara, an uncle of the Holy Prophetsa and
Hadhrat Umar bin al-Khattabra, a fiery chief of great influence.
One day a slave girl told Hadhrat Hamzara that Abu Jahl had abused his nephew,
Muhammadsa, violently. She said, "Muhammad did not say back a word." Hadhrat
Hamzara felt stung and deeply hurt. He went straight to the Ka`aba. Abu Jahl was sitting
there with some friends. Hadhrat Hamzara hit him with his bow across his face and said:
"You abused Muhammad. Listen, I too believe in his religion. I say what he says.
Have you anything to say now?” Abu Jahl held his peace. He did not want to
alienate Hahdrat Hamzara. Hadhrat Hamzara went straight to the Holy Prophet sa
and accepted Islam.
A few days later, Umar bin al-Khattab decided to kill the Prophetsa. He set out on his
errand with a naked sword. On the way he was met by an acquaintance who asked him
where he was going. He said: "I am going to finish Muhammad."
The man told him to clean up his own house first, that his own sister and her husband
had embraced Islam. Hadhrat Umarra was furious. He turned to his sister's house. When
he reached there, he heard some one in the house reading the Holy Qur’an. He went in
and said:
"I hear you have given up your father's faith."
Then he fell upon his brother-in-law Saeed bin Zaid. His sister Fatima tried to come in
between. She was wounded in the attempt. She then said:
"Yes, we are Muslims. So do what you like. We cannot give up
Islam."
As Hadhrat Umarra saw his sister wounded and bleeding, he felt
remorseful and wanted to see what they had been reading. She
said he should wash before he could see it. He did. When he read
the Holy Qur’an, he said:
"How wonderful, how pure."
Khabbab ra, a companion of the Holy Prophetsa, had been hiding inside the house. He at
once came out and said:
"The Prophet's prayer has been heard. He begged of God only yesterday to grant
him one of the two, either Abu Jahl or Umar."
Hadhrat Umarra made straight for the house where the faithful used to meet, the Darul
Islam. The Holy Prophetsa asked him:
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"What brings you here Umar? By Allah, I see you have not been made for the
punishment of God."
Hadhrat Umar ra replied: "O Prophet of Allah, I
have come to embrace Islam."
The Holy Prophetsa said aloud: "Allah-o-Akbar"
(Allah is the Greatest).
The companions repeated the cry so loud that the
echoes were heard in the hills around Makkah.
From that day onwards, Muslims started saying
their prayers openly.

Makkan Offer
The Quraish begin to feel embittered against Islam more and more. They first tried to
bribe the Holy Prophetsa. They met him in the Holy House. All their chiefs were there Abu Jahl, Walid bin Mughira, Omaya bin Khalf, Abu Sufiyan, Shaiba, Aswad bin
Muttalib, Utba, Nazar bin al-Haris and Abul Bakhtari. They asked the Holy Prophetsa to
give up Islam. They said:
"If you want money, we can give you enough to make you the richest man amongst us.
If you want to become a leader, we will make you our king. If you want to have a pretty
wife, we can find you the most beautiful in all Arabia."
The Holy Prophetsa replied: "O Quraish, I do not want any of these things. I am a
Prophet of God. I have been sent to you with a message. If you hear me, it will be
to your good. If you do not I will patiently wait on the Lord."
The Quraish then asked him to change the dry sands of Makkah into green gardens. He
said:
"I am only a Prophet and servant of God. But if you obey God, you will have the
best of this world and of the life to come." The Quraish then said, "Then bring on
us the punishment of God."
Finally they decided to finish him. Next day, Abu Jahl stood outside the Ka`aba with a
big stone in his hand. But when he saw the Holy Prophetsa, he felt too frightened to use
it.

The Boycott
Quraish next decided to boycott the Holy Prophet sa, his family and friends. They agreed
in writing on the cruel step. The document was placed in the Ka`aba. Banu Hashim the
family of the Holy Prophetsa and the few Muslims who were with them at Makkah,
camped in a pass in the hill. This place was called Sha`ab-i-Abi-Talib.
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The boycott lasted three years. Muslims had no living resources. They could not buy
anything. Nobody would sell them anything, not even food. At times they lived on leaves
of trees. When children cried for hunger, the Quraish heard the cries and laughed.
Some good men among them did not like this cruelty. But they were few and weak.
One day the Holy Prophetsa said to his uncle Abu Talib: "God has told me that the
boycott paper has been eaten up. Only the name of Allah remains on it."
Abu Talib went to the Ka`aba. He said to the Quraish: "How long will your oppression
last? My nephew tells me that the boycott paper has been eaten up. See therefore
whether he be right."
They found that the paper had been moth eaten. It has only Allah's name left on it. The
good men among them said: "Let us end this boycott now."
Abu Jahl said: "No." But Mutam bin Adi took hold of the paper and tore into pieces. He
and Hisham bin Amar with Zaheer bin Abi Ommaiya and Abul Bakhtari went up to the
mouth of Sha`ab-i-Abi-Talib and set free the Holy Prophetsa, his family and followers.

Death of Hadhrat Abu Talib & Hadhrat
Khadijara and Marriage to Hadhrat Ayeshara
Now Islam had entered its tenth year. Hadhrat Abu Talib, the uncle of the Holy
Prophetsa, died soon after the end of the boycott. A few days later, Hadhrat Khadijara,
the wife of the Holy Prophetsa, also passed away. The grief of the Holy Prophet sa was
great but his patience was greater. Hadhrat Abu Talib and Hadhrat Khadijara had stood
by him firm, like two rocks till the end and now they were no more.
The Quraish had become very bold now. Often they threw refuse on the Prophet sa. One
day when he was praying in the Ka`aba, they placed a camel's entrails on his back.
The same year the Holy Prophetsa married Ayesha, the daughter of Hadhrat Abu Bakrra.
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EXERCISE

5

1. In your own words explain how Umar Bin Khattab converted to Islam?
2. What did the Makkans offer the Holy Prophet Muhammad sa if he gave up Islam?
3. Who boycotted the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa and how long did this last?
4. Which two persons passed away in the tenth year of Islam?
5. In response to all the persecution, the Holy Prophet sa always displayed
exemplary patience and virtuous behaviour. Cite an incident in the life of the Holy
Prophetsa in which he forgave his enemies.
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Visit of Ta’if
The Holy Prophetsa found little response in Makkah. At the time of Hajj the Arabs came
to visit the Ka`aba from different places. He went round their camps. He called each
tribe to Islam. The Quraish had their men everywhere. No one heard him.
He next turned to Ta’if. It was a big town,
some sixty miles to the southeast of
Makkah. He stayed there for ten days. He
met the chiefs of the city. They all
laughed at him. Abdial, the leading man
of the town, told him to depart. Then he
set the young men of the locality at him.
They stoned the Holy Prophetsa for three
miles. Ten miles outside the town, the
Holy Prophetsa rested for a while in a
garden. Rejected and sad, he prayed to
God for help. Then an angel said to him:
"I would like to crush these people between two hills."
The Holy Prophetsa told him: "Nay, their children might yet worship the true God."
"There is something lofty and heroic in this journey of the Holy Prophet sa to AlTaif; a solitary man, despised and rejected by his own people, going boldly forth
in the name of God, like Jonah to Ninevah, and summoning an idolatrous city to
repent and support his mission. It sheds a strong light on the intensity of his
belief in the divine origin of his calling." (Life of Muhammad, Sir William Muir, pg.
112-113).
In the face of the bitter hostility, and in the midst of all his grief, the Holy Prophet sa did
not lose heart. He again went round the tents of the tribes who had come again on the
annual Pilgrimage to the Ka`aba. Abu Lahab and Abu Jahl were not far behind. They
would warn people and say: "Hear him not. He has given up his religion. He wants you
to do the same."
There, the Holy Prophetsa met some tribesmen of Yathrib or Madina. They were six
chiefs of Khazraj tribe. He read to them the Holy Qur’an. He spoke to them of Islam.
They had heard the Jews of their town say that time was ready for a Prophet to appear.
They said to one another: "Let the Jews not be the first to accept him."
They all became Muslims. They were Abu Amama, Asad bin Zarrara, Auf bin Haris, Rafi
bin Malik, Qutba bin Amir, Uqba bin Amir and Jaber bin Abdullah.
At the time of the next Hajj five of these men came back from Yathrib. With them were
seven more. Some belonged to the influential Aus tribe. They met the Holy Prophetsa at
Aqba, a hill outside Makkah. They embraced Islam at his hands. This is called the
Bai`at Aqba Ula - the first allegiance pact at Aqba. The Holy Prophetsa sent them
Musab bin Umair to teach them the Holy Qur’an and the disciplines of Islam. Soon the
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new religion had many new followers in Yathrib (Madina). Saad bin Maaz, the chief of
Aus, became a Muslim. His whole tribe followed him. Usaid, the chief of Abdul Ashhal,
also accepted Islam.

Invited to Madina
More men came from Yathrib to meet the Holy Prophetsa at the
time of the next Hajj. The Holy Prophetsa was now ready to leave
Makkah. Allah had commanded him to go to Yathrib. Seventy
men met him where they had met last year.
The Holy Prophetsa's uncle Abbas was present on the occasion.
He said to the tribes of Yathrib:
"Muhammad is loved by his family. They have been with
him through thick and thin. Now he wants to leave Makkah
and go over to you. You will have to guard him well against
every enemy. If you can, say so. If not, then say now
straight."
Albaraa, an old chief, said: "We would like to hear the Holy Prophet sa."
The Holy Prophetsa said: "I only want you to guard me as you would guard your
relations."
Albaraa took the hand of the Holy Prophet sa in his own hand and said: "By Allah, we
shall guard you with our lives."
The Holy Prophetsa then said: "Your blood will be my blood. Your friends will be my
friends. Your enemies will be my enemies."
Then Abbas bin Obada, chief of Yathrib, said to his men: "Do you know what it
means? You should be ready to fight every black or red and make every
sacrifice”. They all answered: "We know."
The Holy Prophetsa told them: "They will have God's Paradise in return." They
answered: "We agree, O Holy Prophetsa of God, give us your hand."
The Holy Prophetsa did. They all promised to obey him. This is called the Bai`at Aqba
Sani (the second allegiance pact at Aqba). The Holy Prophet sa then chose twelve
leaders from among them.

Plot to Kill the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
The Quraish came to know of this meeting. They investigated. They could get no proof
but they were alert. The Holy Prophet sa told Muslims to leave for Yathrib. Most of them
went away. Only the Holy Prophetsa, his family, Hadhrat Alira and some poor Muslims
were left behind. The Quraish saw the Holy Prophetsa was friendless. They thought they
could finish him now, believing that Islam would then die soon. They met together and
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agreed to kill him. One man from each family was chosen for the job. These men were
to attack the Holy Prophetsa together.
The Holy Prophetsa's family would not fight back everyone, they believed. God
commanded the Holy Prophetsa to leave Makkah at once. He went straight to the house
of Hadhrat Abu Bakrra and told him that he had been ordered to depart for Madina.
"Will you not take me with you, O Prophet of Allah?" asked Hadhrat Abu Bakrra.
"I will," said the Holy Prophetsa. Hadhrat Abu Bakrra was moved to tears of joy. He said:
"I have two camels ready, one for each of us."

EXERCISE

6

1. What is Taif?
2. When the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was stoned out of Taif for 3 miles what did
the angel say to him?
3. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was illiterate but despite of that he spread the
message of Islam to Christians, Jews and speakers of other languages. Write a
paragraph on how we can follow his beautiful example and invite the world to
Islam.
4. What did Sir William Muir write in his book about the patience and steadfastness
of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa?
5. What are the Bai`at Aqba Ula and Sani?
6. When did Allah order the Holy Prophet Muhammad sa to leave Makkah?
7. What promise did the Holy Prophet Muhammad sa make with the Makkans?
8. Write a detailed version of how the plot to kill the Holy Propeht Muhammad sa
failed and Allah protected His Messenger.
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The Holy Prophet sa Leaves Makkah
The Quraish kept a vigil around the house of the Holy Prophet sa. They were waiting to
lay their swords on him. The Holy Prophetsa asked Hadhrat
Alira to sleep in his bed. He then departed. The Quraish did
not expect that he would leave so early. They were hardly
aware of him when he went out from their midst. He met
Hadhrat Abu Bakrra, waiting on the way, as arranged
before. Both made for the cave Thaur, a hideout three
miles south of Makkah. The Quraish found Hadhrat Alira in
the Prophet's bed. They were mad with anger and beat him
mercilessly.
They placed a reward
of 100 camels for any
one who would bring
the Holy Prophetsa
back dead or alive.
Many men set out to win the prize. The search
grew hot. The Quraish soon reached the mouth of
the cave. They found a spider's web across it. They
also found a pigeon's nest on a branch of the tree
that shaded the cave. The guide of the Quraish
said:
"Muhammad is either in the cave or has gone up to heaven."
Nobody looked down into the cave. The Holy Prophetsa and Hadhrat Abu Bakrra could
see the men outside. They could see their feet. Hadhrat Abu Bakrra felt afraid on
account of the Holy Prophetsa. He spoke out his fear to him. The Holy Prophet sa said:
"Fear not; for surely Allah is with us both."
The Holy Prophetsa and Hadhrat Abu Bakrra left the cave after three days. On the way
they were overtaken by one Suraqa bin Malik. He was following them on horseback. His
horse stumbled three times. Suraqa took fright at this and, calling them, sought peace.
He told them that he had come to win the reward set on their heads. But, he said, he
had changed his mind. He then rode back. The Holy Prophetsa said to him:
"O Suraqa, how will you feel with the bangles of Hormoz on your wrists?"
"Hormoz, the Emperor of Iran?" asked Suraqa.
"Yes," said the Prophetsa. Suraqa stood rooted to the spot in complete amazement.
This prophecy of the Holy Prophetsa came true later in the Khilafat of Hadhrat Umarra.
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Welcome to Madina
After a hard journey of eight days, the Holy Prophet sa reached Yathrib. It was the 20th
day of September 622 A.D. The people of the town had learnt of his departure from
Makkah. They were expecting him. They kept turning out for several days to receive
him. One day a Jew saw from his house a party dressed in white. He shouted at the top
of his voice:
"O people of Arabia, there comes the man you have been
waiting to see."
Soon the whole of Yathrib echoed with the cries of Allah-o-Akbar
(Allah is great). Big crowds rushed to welcome the Holy Prophet sa.
They went wild with joy. Yathrib had never been so happy before.
The Holy Prophetsa then proceeded to Quba. Kalsum bin Alhadam,
chief of the place, gave him a big welcome there. The Holy
Prophetsa put up at his house. The first thing he did there was to
build a mosque. It was called Masjid-i-Quba.
Yathrib was now called Madina-tul-Nabi, the city of the Holy
Prophetsa. Muslims of Madina were called Ansars (helpers) and the refugee Muslims
were called Muhajirs. Every Ansar family wanted the Holy Prophet sa to stay with them.
He chose to put up with Banu Najjar, the relations of his grandfather Hadhrat Abdul
Muttalib.

Friday Congregational Prayers
After about ten days, the Holy Prophetsa moved from Quba mounted on the back of a
camel. Ansars and Muhajirs followed him. On the way he stopped for Juma (Friday)
congregational prayers. From that day, Juma prayer has become a regular weekly
worship in Islam. On the way to Madina the Holy Prophet sa was warmly greeted by
groups of Ansars. Women and little girls sang with joy:
"The full moon has arisen on us from the top of mount Vida. It is our duty now to
give thanks to God."
When he reached the quarter of Banu Najjar, the girls chanted merrily.
"We are the girls of Banu Najjar. How good the Prophet will be our neighbour."
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Now the question was, where would the Holy Prophetsa stay? He said that his shecamel would sit where God wished him to stay. The animal sat down in an open space.
The Holy Prophetsa dismounted and asked:
"Who lives near here?" Abu Ayub Ansarira came forward saying:
"O Prophet of Allah, this is my house and this is my door, please step in."
The Holy Prophetsa stayed there for seven months. Abu Ayub Ansari ra and Saad bin
Obada served him meals and felt greatly honoured for it. Soon after his arrival in
Madina, the Holy Prophetsa sent Zaid bin Harisra to Makkah to fetch his family. After a
few days he returned with members of the Holy Prophet'ssa household. Hadhrat Alira
reached Madina three days after the Holy Prophet'ssa arrival.

The Holy Prophetsa’s Mosque
The Holy Prophetsa bought the land where his she-camel
had stopped and where he had dismounted. Here he built
the Masjid-e-Nabvi, the Holy Prophetsa's mosque and a
one-room house for himself. In one corner he built a shed
or suffa for the poor refugees, the Muhajirs. They were
without means. The Holy Prophetsa provided food to the
Muhajirs, often starving himself to feed them. The Ansars
brought them dates and other eatables. They lived a life of
prayer and devotion. They kept the Holy Prophet sa's
company day and night.
The Holy Prophetsa's mosque was his court, his prayerhall, and his council room. Here he trained soldiers and
here he kept his prisoners of war. Here he received
embassies.
The call to prayer was simple in the beginning. Later the
present Azaan became the call for the five daily prayers and
Hadhrat Bilalra, an African convert, became the first Muazzin
(caller). The Holy Prophetsa gave the first place to prayer in all
the duties. This, he said, was the symbol of a Muslim, which
distinguished him from others and led the faithful to the peak
of happiness in life.
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EXERCISE

7

1. Where did the Prophet Muhammadsa migrate to?
2. What is the first thing that the Prophet Muhammad sa did when he reached
Madina?
3. When did Friday Congregational Prayers become compulsory? Write a
paragraph about the blessings of congregational prayers.
4. Where is Masjid Nabwi?
5. How was the place for Masjid Nabwi chosen?
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LIFE of the PROMISED MESSIAHas

HADHRAT MIRZA GHULAM AHMAD
Family Background
Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad as of Qadian, the Holy Founder of the Ahmadiyya Muslim
Jama`at, belonged to a well-known Persian tribe named Burlaas. Mirza Gul Muhammad
(d. 1800 C.E) was the great grandfather of the Promised Messiah as, and was known for
his honesty and fear of God. Mirza ‘Ataa Muhammad (1814 C. E) was the grandfather
of the Promised Messiahas, and Mirza Ghulam Murtada was the father and Chiragh Bibi
was the mother of the Promised Messiah as. She was known for her hospitality and
taking care of the poor.

Birth and Childhood
The Promised Messiahas was born on February 13, 1835 C.E (14 Shawwall, 1250 A.H),
before sunrise in Qadian- a small town in the province of Punjab in India.
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First Marriage and Unusual Religious Interest
The first marriage of Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad as at the age of fifteen years was
arranged with his first maternal cousin Hurmat Bibi (daughter of his maternal uncle,
Mirza Jama`at Baig). Two sons, Mirza Sultan Ahmad and Mirza Fadhal Ahmad, were
born as a result of this marriage. Mirza Fadhal Ahmad died in the prime of his youth but
Mirza Sultan Ahmad lived long and became an Ahmadi later on at the hands of the
second Successor to the Promised Messiah as.
The Promised Messiahas treasured his privacy and spent most of his time in the prayer
or used to absorb in the study of the Holy Qur’an. His father was quite conscious of his
son’s great obsession with religion. He would normally remark to his friends, regarding
his son, saying:

“This son of mine is a “Maseetar” (In Punjabi; One who spends most of this time
in a mosque saying prayer). He doesn’t seek any employment nor is he
interested in earning for himself….”
If only he had lived a little longer, he would have seen for himself how famous his son
(The Promised Messiahas) had become and how devoted followers from far and wide
were waiting on him. (Tadhkiratul Mahdi, part 2)

Meeting with the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
(1864 or 1865)
When he was thirty to thirty-one years old, he saw the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa in a
vision. The details of this vision shed light on the strong love he had for the Holy
Prophetsa that distinguished him from everyone else, and foretold of this remarkable
spiritual future.

A Job in Sialkot (1864- 1868)
He had to work for the government (1864 to 1868) to respect the wishes of his father,
but he had no liking towards a worldly career, and considered the short period of his
employment to be a “prison sentence”.
While employed at Sialkot, he still managed to devote all his spare time to the study of
the Holy Qur’an and social work. He kept up his religious debates with the Christian
missionaries in the area and did much to stop the rising wave of Christianity.
He returned to Qadian in 1968, following the wishes of his father, in view of his mother’s
illness. She passed away before he could reach Qadian.
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First Revelation and a Glorious Mission
(1868 or 1869)
In 1868 or 1869 A.D at Batala, The Promised Messiahas refused to be drawn into a
religious debate against Maulvi Muhammad Hussain Batalvi because he did not want to
debate with somebody just for the sake of debating.
He was not interested in seeking fame for himself and preferred to win the approval and
pleasure of Allah rather than obey to the pressure of people who wanted him to get
involved in that debate against Maulvi Muhammad Hussain Batalvi.
Allah was very pleased with this righteous conduct and the following revelation from
God came to the Promised Messiahas, that night:

“God is very pleased with this act of yours and He will bless you in great
measure so much so that even Kings will seek blessing from your clothing”.

Father’s Death and Promise of Divine Support
His father passed away in June 1876 after sunset. The same day at noon, he received a
revelation in which God Almighty told him of his father’s death. In this condition of grief
he thought for a while that the financial support he was receiving from his father would
come to an end and perhaps the days of poverty and pain would now overcome.
Immediately he received another revelation from God:

Is Allah not sufficient for his servant?

This gave him a feeling of mental relief, as it became clear that now God will take care
of all his needs and relieve him of his worries.

The Case of Post Office (1877)
In 1877, a Christian advocate, Ralia Ram sued the Promised Messiahas in a court of
law. The cause of this case was that the Promised Messiahas had unknowingly placed a
letter inside a parcel that he had mailed. He did not know that it was against the law to
place a letter inside a parcel.
Although the lawyer advised the Promised Messiah as to tell a lie and state that he had
not put the letter inside the packet, he remained firm and told the truth. It was the
blessing of God and the strength of truth that the Promised Messiah as was released of
this charge. God had already shown him in a vision that Ralia Ram had plotted a
scheme to get him involved in this case and God foretold him that he will remain
unharmed.
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Publication of his First Book: Braheen-eAhmadiyya (1880)
Braheen-e-Ahmadiyya (which means: “The Arguments of Ahmadiyya”) is a remarkable
and scholarly book.
The purpose of this great book was to guard Islam from the attacks of various religious
movements (which included Christianity and two new movements- Arya Samaj and
Brahmun Samaj) and to defend Islam with convincing arguments.
This great book showed the expert defense of Islam by the Promised Messiah as and
proved the superiority of the Holy Qur’an over other scriptures. He demonstrated the
truth of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa and explained the continuous need for revelation
from Allah for the progress of humanity. His arguments proved an effective weapon to
defeat the enemies of Islam.

First Revelation About his Appointment as a
Reformer (1882)
In 1882 A.D, he saw the Holy Prophetsa in a vision and it was then that he received the
first revelation from Allah that he was appointed as a Mujaddid or a reformer.

His Second Marriage (November 17, 1884)
According to Allah’s revelation, he married Hadhrat Nusrat Jahanra, daughter of Mir
Nasir Nawab of Dehli on November 17, 1884 A.D

Announcment of being a Reformer of the Age
In March 1885, he announced through a public advertisement sent to almost all famous
religious leaders, scholars and kings of the world, that according to the revelation from
Allah he was the reformer of the age and that his spiritual attributes were like the
attributes of Hadhrat Isaas son of Hadhrat Maryamas . This advertisement also included
an invitation to all of them to visit him in Qadian and observe for themselves the divine
signs in favour of the truth of his claim.

The Divine Sign of Red Drops (July 10, 1885)
On the 27th day of fasting, in the holy month of Ramadhan, the Promised Messiah(as)
was lying down, on his side in the bed. A devoted companion Hadhrat Maulvi Abdullah
Sanauri, who was pressing his feet to comfort him, felt that the Promised Messiah’s
body trembled a little as he was seeing a vision. Right at that moment the companion
noiticed a few fresh red drops that had somehow appeared on the ankle of the
Promised Messaih(as) as well as on his clothes.
Later on the Promised Messiah(as) explained to him what he saw in the vision and
further explained that it is a strange phenomenon that certain incidents occurring in
vision may also leave their signs behind in the physical world. These are divine signs
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which reflect God’s attributes and may sometimes become visible to people who
possess spiritual perfection.

The Sign of the Meteors (November 1885)
On the night between the 27th and the 28th of November 1885, an unusual display of
trailblazing meteors shooting in the sky appeared according to the earlier prophecies.
This was a divine sign in favour of the truth of the Promised Messiahas.

Journey to Hoshiarpur and Prophecy
Regarding the Musleh Mau`ud (Feb. 20th, 1886)
In January 1886, under divine guidance the Promised Messiah as went to Hoshiarpur
and spent 40 days and nights in continuous state of worship of Allah and prayers. On
February 20th, 1886, after completing the 40 day period, he issued a public statement
which included several prophecies. One of those prophecies stated the birth of a
Promised Reformer. God foretold that a handsome and spritualy purified son will be
born to the Promised Messiahas who will be a sign of Allah’s mercy.
Later on 22nd of March, 1886, the Promised Messiah as issued another public statement
in which according to the divine revalation he fixed the 9 year period in which the
Promised son would be born.
According to the divine promise, on the 12 th of January, 1889 the prophecy regarding
the birth of a Promised Reformer was fulfilled when Hadhrat Mirza Bashiruddin Ahmadra
was born.

Children of the Promised Messiahas
The second wife of Promised Messiahas Hadhrat Sayyedha Nusrat Jehan Begum ra bore
ten children about whom there were several divine prophecies. Five of those children
and had long lives there names are:
1. Hadhrat Mirza Bashiruddin Mahmud Ahmad ra- Musleh Ma’ud and the second
successor of the Promised Messiahas - Born on January 12, 1889 and passed
away on November 8, 1965.
2. Hadhrat Mirza Bashir Ahmadra - Born on April 20th, 1893 and passed away on
September 2, 1963.
3. Hadhrat Mirza Sharif Ahmadra - Born on May 24th, 1895 and passed away on
December 26, 1961.
4. Hadhrat Sayyidah Nawab Mubarkah Begumra - Born on March 2nd, 1887 and
passed away on May 23, 1977.
5. Hadhrat Sayyidah Nawab Amtul Hafeezra - Born on June 25th, 1904 and
passed away on May 6, 1987.
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First Initation (Bai’at) - March 23, 1889
The first initiation ceremony took place at the house of Hadhrat Soofi Munshi Ahmad
Janra at Ludhiana. The fist person to be initiated into Ahmadiyyat was Hadhrat Maulana
Nuruddinra of Behra, who later became the first Caliph of the Promised Messiahas.

Claim to be the Promised Messiahas (End of 1890)
When God clearly revealed to the Promised Messiahas that:
 he in fact was the person fulfilling the prophecy of the Holy Prophet sa according
to which Hadhrat Isaas (Jesus- son of Mary) was to appear in the latter days
 the earlier Messiah, Hadhrat Isaas had died just like other prophets of God and
will not physically reappear…
…then the Promised Messiahas immediately made a public announcement that he had
been divinely appointed as the Promised Messiah as and that Hadhrat Isa as who had
died will not reappear physically as a Messiah.
To make his announcement the Promised Messiahas published two small booklets
called Fath-e-Islam and Taudheeh-Maraam in the year 1891. The publication of these
two booklets started a campaign of bitter opposition against the Promised Messiahas
throughout India.

114

EXERCISE

1

1. What was the significance of the Promised Messiah as being born a twin?
2. How did the Promised Messiahas acquire his early education?
3. Who was the Promised Messiahas first wife? How many children did he have from
her? Did they accept him? Explain.
4. What did the father of the Promised Messiahas say about him?
5. What event foretold the remarkable future of the Promised Messiah as?
6. What was the first revelation that the Promised Messiah as received, and what is
its background?
7. Which revelation of the Promised Messiahas is inscribed on rings worn by
Ahmadies? When did this revelation occur?
8. How was the Promised Messiahas relieved of the alledged suing of Ralia Ram?
9. When was Braheen-e-Ahmadiyya written, and what is its significance?
10. What was the significance of the Prohpecy of Musleh Ma’udas?
11. Who was the first person to take bai’at? When?
12. What was the claim of the Promised Messiahas?
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The Debate of Ludhiana (July 20, 1891)
This debate took place in Ludhiana between the Promised Messiahas and Maulvi
Muhammad Hussain Batalvi. In this debate the Promised Messiahas proved that the
Holy Qur’an took priority over Ahadith or sayings of the Holy Prophet of Islamsa, but his
opponent Maulvi Muhammad Hussain Batalvi took the opposite view. However, he was
clearly defeated in his contest with the Promised Messiahas.
The actual debate was in fact about the life and death of Hadhrat Isaas (Jesus Christ),
but Maulvi Muhammad Hussain Batalvi was not prepared to get to the real topic of this
debate and this led to his great humiliation. The Promised Messiahas has recorded the
detail of this debate in an important book called Izaala Auhaam.

A Divine Invitation and
Disbelief from the `Ulema

the

Decree

of

Towards the end of the year 1891, the Promised Messiah as invited all the religious
leaders and scholars to compete with him in receiving favours from God in selected
matters, because God favoured only that person who is truthful in his claim to be the
reformer of the age.
When various religious scholars realized that they were neither able to compete with the
Promised Messiahas in the field of religious arguments nor were they able to compete
with him in receiving divine favours to prove their truth then they secured a decree
(fatwah) of disbelief from two hundred Maulvis against the Promised Messiah as which
was in fact filled with abusive language.
Maulvi Muhammad Hussain Batalvi was the leader of this group of Maulvis who
produced this decree of disbelief. No descent person would find it possible to read such
abusive language as is contained in this document.

First Annual Conference Jalsa Salana
(December 1891)
Under the divine direction, the Promised Messiahas established the institution of Annual
Conference (Jalsa Salana) in Qadian. He selected 27 th, 28th and 29th of December of
every year to be the period in which this Annual Conference will be held each year. The
first Jalsa Salana took place in Qadian in the Aqsa Mosque and seventy five people
attended.
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The Book Aa’ina Kamaalaat-e-Islam
(February 1893)
This famous book of the Promised Messiahas was published in February 1893. This
book contains the miraculous virtues of Islam and a very convincing description of the
beauty of the Holy Qur’an.
In addition to the publication of this book another important booklet called Barakaat-udDuaa, meaning ‘The Blessings of Prayer’ was also published on April 28th of the same
year, 1893. This booklet contained a refutation of the misleading ideas of Sir Sayyed
Ahmad Khan regarding prayer.

The Debate of Holy War (Jang-e-Muqaddas)
(May - June 1893)
This debate took place from May 20 to June 5, 1893, between the Promised Messiahas
and the Christian missionaries, Deputy Abdullah Atham and Dr. Martin Clark. The topic
of this debate was the claim of modern Christianity that Jesus Christas was God. The
Promised Messiahas defeated the Christian missionaries in the field of arguments and
this clear victory of the Promised Messiahas had a very strong impact on those who
attended this debate.

The Grand Heavenly Signs of Eclipse of the
Moon (March 21, 1894) & the Sun (April 6,
1894)

One of the prophecies of the Holy Prophet sa about the coming of Imam Mahdi was that
during the month of Ramadhan a Lunar Eclipse will take place on the first night among
the three possible nights (13th, 14th and 15th) of the Lunar Eclipse, which is the 13th. In
addition, a Solar Eclipse will take place on the middle day among the three possible
days (27th, 28th, and 29th) of Solar Eclipse, which is the 28th. (Dar-Qutni, pg.100)
These grand heavenly sings were fulfilled in the year 1894 in the Eastern hemisphere of
the earth and in 1985 the same divine sign was fulfilled in the Western hemisphere of
the earth. In this way God displayed his remarkable signs in favour of the Promised
Messiahas throughout the world.
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Publication of Noor-ul-Qur’an and Jesus in
India
In 1895 the Promised Messiahas surprised the
Christian and Muslim world alike by revealing that
Hadhrat Isaas was buried in the city of Sirinagar in
Kashmir, India, at the location called Khaniayr.
The Promised Messiahas gave a detailed
discussion of this whole episode in his book,
Noorul Qur’an.
Later in April 1899, he gave a historical account of
the life and times of Hadhrat Isaas in his book called Jesus in India. This book proved to
be the fulfillment of an important part of the divine mission of the Promised Messiah as,
which was to break the false doctrine of the Cross.

EXERCISE

2

1. In which debate did the Promised Messiahas argue that the Holy Qur’an had
precedence over ahadith? What should be done, if a given hadith contradicts a
Qur’anic verse?
2. What is a fatwah? Who secured a fatwah of disbelief against the Promised
Messiahas?
3. When was the Jalsa Salana established? How many people attended the first
one?
4. What does the book, Aa’ina Kamaalaat-e-Islam talk about? When was it written?
5. What was the claim of modern Christianity?
6. Who won the Jang-e-Muqaddas in May-June of 1893?
7. What were the heavenly signs in favour of the Promised Messiah as?
8. Have such heavenly signs ever been presented for any other Prophet?
9. What false doctrine of Christianity is proven wrong in the book, Jesus in India?

10. Why did Hadhrat Isaas go to India?
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Journey to Dera Bawa Nanak
(December 30, 1895)
The Promised Messiahas, accompanied by some of his
devoted companions, went to Dera Bawa Nanak for the
purpose of research and exploration. After a great deal of
effort he was successful in discovering the famous Gown
of Hadhrat Bawa Nanak.
It was a pleasantly shocking revelation to all who viewed
this Gown to see that verses from the Holy Qur’an were
written all over this Gown. This was in fact the realization
of two dreams of the Promised Messiah as which he had in
the year 1872. In those dreams, Hadhrat Bawa Nanak had
told him that he in fact believed in the faith of Islam.
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Invitation to Mubahila (Prayer Duel), and the
Confirmation of His Truth by Hadhrat Khawaja
Ghulam Farid of Chacharan Sharif (March 1896)
When the Ulema produced a decree of disbelief against the Promised Messiahas in
1892 the Promised Messiahas had responded to it by inviting the opponent leaders of
religious groups to a prayer–duel with him but at that time no Maulvi took up the
challenge.
Now the Promised Messiahas issued a public notice inviting various leaders of religious
groups and Soofis to enter into a prayer-duel with the Promised Messiahas. He entered
the names of all the prominent religious leaders and Soofis in this invitation. In response
to this invitation to a prayer-duel Hadhrat Khuwaja Gulam Fareed who was a saint wrote
a letter to the Promised Messiahas in Arabic in which he confirmed the truth of the claim
of the Promised Messiahas and expressed his great respect for him.

The Convention of Great Religions
(December 1896)
In December 1896 this convention took place from the 26 th to 28th in the hall of Islamia
College, Lahore and was proposed by some Hindu notables who had invited the
Promised Messiahas and the leaders of several other religions to lecture on the qualities
of their own religious faith. These lectures, which were to be read out and were
prepared in response to a questionnaire consisting of five questions which was
circulated among all the speakers of this convention a few days before the convention
took place.
On December 21st, 1896, a few days before the
conversation began; God Almighty revealed to the
Promised Messiahas that the essay written by him
for this lecture would be superior to every other
lecture.
When Hadhrat Maulvi Abdul Karim Sialkoti started
to read out this essay written by the Promised
Messiahas the audience of this convention showed
their excitement and appreciation of this essay by
loud cheers. It was on the unanimous demand of
the audience, who wanted to ensure that the essay
of the Promised Messiahas is read out completely,
the convention had to be extended for another day,
and it concluded on 29th of December.
After the convention, the review of its program that was published in a popular press
along with the opinion of people in general, made it absolutely clear that the essay
written by the Promised Messiahas and read out by Hadhrat Maulvi Abdul Karim, was
indeed regarded as superior to every other lecture. God’s revelation, which had been
widely publicized a few days before this convention, came clearly true.
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This essay was later published with the title of The Philosophy of the Teachings of
Islam. It is a great introductory to non-Ahmadies, as well as to Ahmadies to renew and
refresh their faith.

Prophecy Regarding the Death of Pandit
Lekhram (March 6, 1897)
A famous Ariya leader Pundit Lekhram, who was known for
using abusive language against the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa, was killed by an unknown killer on March 6th,
1897 at 6.00 pm.
He died exactly according to the prophecy of the Promised
Messiahas, which he published on February 20, 1893. In this
prophecy, God had revealed to the Promised Messiah as that
the death of Pundit Lekhram was to happen as a punishment
due to his abusive language against the Holy Prophet of
Islam, on the day after Eid-ul-Adha within a six year term
starting from the date of February 20, 1983.

Decision of the Case of Attempted Murder
(August 23, 1897)
A false case of attempted murder was registered in a court of law, against Promised
Messiahas by the Christian missionary Dr. Henry Clark, to take revenge of his defeat at
the hands of Promised Messiahas in an earlier debate known as the debate of the Holy
War. However the deputy commission of Gurdaspur who was heading that court clearly
released Promised Messiahas of all charges that were posed against him. A man Abdul
Hameed, a false witness, was exposed as false, and the whole case rested upon his
false statement against the Promised Messiahas.
It is interesting to note that a false case was registered against the earlier Messiah,
which is Hadhrat Isaas, due to a conspiracy of the Jews of his time. However, the
magistrate Pilate found him not guilty of any charges that were leveled against him. But
the magistrate was afraid of the Jews. So he gave his orders to put Hadhrat Isaas on the
cross.
But in contrast, the magistrate in case of the Promised Messiah as, whose name was
Capt. Douglas, a Deputy Commissioner, was so much inclined to do justice that he
disregarded the opinion and feelings of Christian Missionaries, who were of the same
religions as himself, and acquitted the Promised Messiah as completely of all false
charges. In this way, the magistrate Capt. Douglas became a very important person in
the history of Ahmadiyyat.
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The Prophecy of Plague (February 6, 1898)
On February 6, 1898, the Promised Messiahas publicized his prophecy through a public
advertisement stating that plague was going to spread in Punjab. The prophecy was
based on one of his visions.
One must remember that at that time, plague was nowhere
reported in Punjab. Therefore, the opponents of the Promised
Messiahas ridiculed him and laughed at this prophecy. But in the
next winter the cities of Jallandhar and Hoshiarpur fell victim to
the plague and this epidemic started to spread in other areas as
well.

The Revealed Sermon on Eid-ul Adhiya Khutbah Ilhaamiah (April 11, 1900)
This sermon was revealed to the Promised Messiah as by Allah. According to the divine
direction, the Promised Messiahas gave this sermon in the Aqsa mosque, in Arabic
language.
The Promised Messiahas was given special strength and power to express himself in
Arabic. It was divine revelation, which gave him this extraordinary power to speak in
Arabic. The sermon was a matchless scholarly feat. It was published as a book under
the title Khutba- e - Ilhaamia or ‘The Revealed Sermon’ on October 17, 1902.

Ijaz-ul-Masih (February 20, 1901)
This famous book of the Promised Messiahas contains a commentary on the first
chapter of the Holy Qur’an, Surah Al-Fatiha. This commentary is written in Arabic
language and consists of such deep meanings and uses such refined Arabic language
that those who appreciate the Arabic language openly acknowledge that it is impossible
to write such an eloquent Arabic commentary of Surah Al-Fatiha, without a clear
guidance from God.
The Promised Messiahas invited every religious scholar, including the Pir of Golra
Sharif- Mehar Ali Shah, to write a commentary in response to the one written by the
Promised Messiahas. But nobody came forward to compete with him in writing the
Arabic commentary.

Naming the Muslim Ahmadiyya Sect’ (1901)
On the occasion of population census of 1901, the Promised
Messiahas registered his community under the name
Musalman Firqhah Ahmadiyya or the Muslim Ahmadiyya Sect
and explained through a public statement the reason for
choosing this name.
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EXERCISE

3

1. What is the significane of the gown of Hadhrat Baba Nanak?
2. In which poem of the Promised Messiahas is this gown mentioned?
3. What is a Mubahila? To whom did the Promised Messiah as extend this Mubahila
to?
4. Who was Hadhrat Khawaja Ghulam Farid, and what did he write in his letter to
the Promised Messiahas?
5. In your own words, write a page about the Conventions of Great Religions. Be
sure to mention The Philosophy of the Teachings of Islam.
6. Who was Pandit Lekhram, and what was the significance of his death?
7. What similarity is there between Hadhrat Isaas and the Promised Messiahas, in
regards to the false case? How does this parallel further prove the claim of the
Promised Messiahas?
8. Research what the Promised Messiahas said about those who follow him in his
book, Kashti-e-Nooh.
9. What is the significance of Khutbah Ilhaamiah?
10. Research why the Promised Messiahas chose to call his community, the Muslim
Ahmadiyya Sect.
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The Statement and Title Clarification of an
Error (Nov 5, 1901)
This is the first written statement issued by the Promised Messiah as about the status of
his Prophethood. Before 1900, the Promised Messiah as used to refer himself as a
Muhaddis (Reformer), instead of a Prophet, because he believed in the commonly
accepted definition of a Prophet at that time.
In 1901, however, it had become quite obvious to the Promised Messiah as, that the
popular definition of prophethood, that was common among the Muslims of that age,
was wrong and contrary to Islam. So, to reform the existing beliefs regarding
prophethood and to make a clarification of his own stand in this matter the Promised
Messiahas published this statement. After its publication, he always referred to himself
as “Nabi” or “Rasool” meaning a Prophet.
However, he made it clear that his prophethood was in complete obedience of the
prophethood of the Holy Prophet Muhammad sa, and being a true follower of Islam he
had not brought any new law but will revive the message of the Holy Qur’an.

Sign of Plague and Remarkable Progress of
Jama’at (1901- 1902)
We have noticed earlier that the Promised Messiahas had prophecized the spread of
plague, on February 6th, 1898. When people started dying of plague in the country, then
the Promised Messiahas invited people on March 17th, 1901, to turn to God. However,
his opponents increased in their ridicule and laughing at this prophecy. Then God
revealed His displeasure and in 1902, plague had become such an epidemic that
people were dying in the streets like dogs.
The Promised Messiahas wrote a book on October 5th, 1902, while plague was raging.
This book was entitled Kashti-e-Nooh or “Noah’s Ark”. The Promised Messiah as
declared in this book that, according to revelation from God, it is not necessary for a
true Ahmadi to get himself immunized, as a preventive measure against plague. The
divine revelation said:

“I WILL PROTECT ALL THOSE WHO ARE WITHIN YOUR HOUSE”
The Promised Messiahas explained that this divine promise included not only those who
are within the physical boundary of his house, but also all those who are the true
believers of Ahmadiyyat. It was a great divine sign that during the time of this terrible
epidemic of plague and without the protection of any preventive immunization, there
was hardly any case of an Ahmadi dying of plague. It had a tremendous effect on
others. And hundreds of people became Ahmadi in a short period of time by witnessing
this sign of divine protection.
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The Martyrdom of Hadhrat Sahibzada Abdul
Latif (July 14, 1903)
Hadhrat Sahibzada Abdul Latif was the prominent member of the court of the Ruler of
Kabul in Afghanistan. He was stoned to death in a very barbaric manner at the
instigation of fanatic religious leaders, simply because he had accepted Ahmadiyyat.
The Promised Messiahas gave a detailed description of this violent act in his book,
“Tazkira- tush-Shahadatain.
He wrote:

“….O Land of Kabul bear witness that a grave crime was committed upon thee.
O Unfortunate Soil! You have fallen in the sight of God, because you are the
venue of this great injustice.”
On the very next day after this incident of stoning to death took place a terrible epidemic
of cholera, broke out in Kabul and not only did those people die who were responsible
for this stoning to death but several thousand other citizens of Kabul also died of
cholera.

The Revelation- ‘An Eastern Power and the
Critical Condition of Korea’, 1904
When this revelation from God came to the Promised Messiah as, Japan was a small
country. But in 1905 Japan and Russia went to war against each other for the purpose
of capturing Korea. Japan defeated Russia even though Japan was comparatively small
country. Japan then occupied Korea and became a great Eastern Power.
In this manner, this revelation of Promised Messiah as was fulfilled with amazing
accuracy.

Prophecy about the First World War
(April 1905)

The Promised Messiahas wrote a long poem as part of a volume 5 in his famous book,
Baraheen-e–Ahmadiyya. Towards the end of this poem, he gives a description of a
“Promised Earthquake” (i.e., an event that would shake up the world). One verse of this
poem, in reference to this great disaster is:

“Even the mighty Czar would find himself in miserable condition,
when that hour will approach”
It seems that the World War I, which had not yet begun, was shown to the Promised
Messiahas in the form of a great earthquake. During this war the mighty king of Russia
Czar had a miserable fate, as prophesied by the Promised Messiahas.
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Booklet Al-Wassiyat or ‘The Will’
(Dec 1905)
Towards the end of 1905, repeated revelations from God came to the
Promised Messiahas that informed him of his approaching death. He therefore
wrote a booklet entitled, Al- Wassiyat (The Will), to advice the Jama’at. The
scheme of Bahishti Maqbara (Heavenly Graveyard) was also laid out in this
booklet.

Dr. Dowie’s Death (March 9 1907)
An American, Dr. Alexander Dowie, claimed to be a prophet of God in
the latter part of 1899 or in early 1900. He soon became famous
throughout the United States. The Promised Messiahas invited him for
a prayer Duel twice once in 1902 and then in 1903. These invitations
were publicized by the US newspapers as well. Dr. Dowie reacted by
calling the Promised Messiahas by the abusive name of “The silly
Muhammadan Messiah (God forbid) and said:

“….. do you think that I will stoop so low as to accept the
challenges thrown at me from people who are as insignificant
as flies or mosquitoes. If I decide to kill them I will only need to
stamp them under my foot.”
The Promised Messiahas prayed for Allah’s decision to come and punish the arrogant
and abusive Dr. Dowie. In September 1905 he had a sudden attack of paralysis while
he was addressing an audience. His followers soon revolted against him and dislodged
him from his position under charge of financial misconduct and other irregularities.
Dr. Dowie’s end came when he died on March 9 th, 1905 in a state of humiliation. His
humiliating death was prophecised two weeks before his death by the Promised
Messiahas in a statement entitled “Prophecy about a New Sign”.
The Promised Messiah declared that Dr. Dowie’s miserable death is a clear sign of the
truth of the Holy Prophetsa of Islam. The American newspapers also acknowledged the
fact that the prophecy of the Promised Messiah as came true.

Journey to Lahore and Revelations about
Death (April 29, 1908)
The Promised Messiah as arrived in Lahore on April 29, 1908, as wished by his wife. On
May 9, 1908 he had another revelation:

“Departure, then departure. God will bear all the burden.”
This revelation informed him that the hour of his death was near.
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Proposal for Public Lecture and the Book,
‘Paigham-e-Sulah’ (May 25, 1908)
In response to a suggestion by some people that he should give a public lecture, the
Promised Messiahas started writing an essay, named ‘Paigham-e-Sulah’, i.e., ‘A
Message of Reconciliation’. The purpose of writing on this topic was to bring about
peace between the Hindus and the Muslims of India.
During the writing of this essay, on May 20, 1908, another revalation from Allah came to
the Promised Messiahas:

“Departure, again a departure. The Death is very close now.”
But he continued to work, completed his manuscript and handed it over for publication
on the afternoon of May 25, 1908. After the `Asr prayer the Promised Messiahas
delivered a short speech on the death of Hadhrat Isaas and then started out on his daily
walk.

Demise of the Promised Messiahas
(May 26, 1908)
He became seriously ill and fell frequently unconscious during the night of May 26th,
1908. Early in the morning he asked, ‘Is it prayer time?’
Someone beside his bed replied, ‘Yes Huzur, it is’. He started praying, but fell
unconscious in the middle of his prayer. When he recovered a little, he repeated the
same question, ‘Is it prayer time?’ and said ‘O God, my beloved God.’
By 10 am his condition became critical and he passed away on May 26th, 1908. May
Allah bless our beloved Imam and may Allah continue to spread his message
throughout the world. Ameen.
His age, at the time of his death was 74 years according to the solar calendar and 76
years according to the lunar calendar and this was in keeping with one of his revelations
from God.
May Allah bless the glorious Promised
Messiahas, whose pure teachings and
pure guidelines brought about such a
spiritual revolution which is still continuing
to spread in all parts of the world through
Ahmadiyyat, and no power on Earth will
ever be able to block its onward march.
Insha’ Allah.
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EXERCISE

4

1. When did the Promised Messiahas issue the first written statement of his status of
prophethood?
2. In the divine revelation: “I will protect all those who are within your house,” what
is meant by house?
3. How is the fact that no Ahmadi died of plague at this time, a divine sign?
4. Who was Hadhrat Sahibzada Abdul Latif? How did he accept Islam,
Ahmadiyyat?
5. In which book does the Promised Messiahas narrate the story of Hadhrat
Sahibzada Abdul Latif?
6. What does the Promised Messiahas say about the land of Kabul, Afghanistan?
Why?
7. In Tazkira, research the exact revelation received by the Promised Messiahas
when Japan and Russia went to war.
8. Which poem does the Promised Messiah as write in relation the the first World
War?
9. Who is Dr. Dowie, and what was his false claim?
10. How was Dr. Dowie humiliated and proven false?
11. What booklet did the Promised Messiahas write before passing away?
12. Where is the Bahishti Maqbara located and what is its significance?
13. Who is allowed to be buried in the Bahishti Maqbara?
14. Who is a Musi? What sacrifices does he have to make?
15. When did the Promised Messiahas pass away?
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Heavenly Signs
(Lunar & Solar Eclipse)
…..At his advent there shall occur an
eclipse of the moon in the first of its
appointed nights (13th, 14th, 15th)

An eclipse of the sun on the middle
one of its appointed dates (27th, 28th, 29th)

Both eclipses will occur in the month
of Ramadan." (Dar Qutni, p. 188)
It is the practice of Allah Al-Mighty that whenever he sends His messengers on earth to
guide people to the right path, he also sends several signs of evidence to support the
truth of His messengers to make people believe in them.
Same is true for our beloved Imam, the Promised Messiah as, Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam
Ahmed Qadiani as. He was the true follower of the Holy Prophet Muhammad sa.
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The Prophecy
More than 1400 years ago, the Holy Prophet sa talking with his companions about a
Mahdi and Messiah to come in the latter days foretold:

“For our Mahdi there shall be two signs which have never happened for any one
else since the creation of the heavens and the earth; At his advent there shall
occur an eclipse of the moon in the first of its appointed nights (13 th, 14th, 15th)
and an eclipse of the sun on the middle one of its appointed dates (27 th, 28th,
29th) and both will occur in the month of Ramadan.” (Dar Qutni, p. 188)
The Holy Prophetsa predicted this prophecy 1400 years ago that God will testify His
appointed Mahdi and Messiah by these great signs of the solar and the lunar eclipse in
the same month of Ramadan.
This happened exactly as prophecized after 1300 years of this prediction. At the end of
1890, The Promised Messiahas, after getting the divine revelation from Allah al-Mighty
announced to the whole world that he is the Promised Messiah as commanded by Allah
and as prophesized by His beloved Prophet Muhammadsa.

Fulfillment of the Prophecy
Now the eclipse of the moon actually occurred on Thursday evening, the 13th of
Ramadan (March 21, 1894) and the eclipse of the sun occurred on Friday morning,
the 28th of the same Ramadan (April 6, 1894), exactly after three years of his claim.

Eclipse of the Sun Occurred
After 3 years of his claim

(April 6, 1894)
Friday Morning
The 28th of the same Ramadan
Hence, Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad as rightly claimed that the prophecy was fulfilled
and it was a strong evidence on the truth of his claim as no one except God has the
power over these heavenly bodies.
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To testify his claim, many other signs also occurred which were foretold by the Holy
Prophetsa. The Promised Messiahas says:

“The signs fulfilled so far are so numerous that there is no room left for an
honest person to deny them. All the earthly and heavenly signs of the
appearance of the Promised Messiah as have been fulfilled in my time.” (Kitabul
Bariyya, p. 259-260)
The Holy Prophet of Allah bears witness for me in his prophecies and God
makes those signs come true in my support, and then do not wrong yourselves
by rejecting me. If you reject me, you will actually be rejecting the Holy Prophet
Mohammad sa.” (Ayyamus Sulah, p. 93)
It was commanded by the Holy Prophetsa 1400 years ago that:

"When you hear the advent of Mahdi then enter into his fold even if you have to
walk on snow by crawling and creeping to reach him." (Musnad Ahmad Bin
Hanbal, Vol. 6, p. 29-30)
In another Hadith the Holy Prophetsa says:

“Blessed are those people who recognize the imam of the time and join the fold
of the Promised Messiah and Mahdi”. (Musnad Ahmad Bin Hanbal, Vol-4, pg96)
We should be greatly thankful to Allah Al-Mighty that we are amongst those people who
are the believers of the Holy Prophet Mohammad sa and also who are the believers of
his Messiah and Mahdi Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad as.
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The Actual Phenomenon of
Lunar & Solar Eclipse
We know that moon moves around the earth, and the earth and moon together move
around the sun.

When the earth comes between the sun and the moon in such a way that its shadow
falls on the moon, we have a lunar eclipse.
Similarly, when the moon comes between the sun and earth in such a way that it blocks
the Sunlight from reaching the earth, we have a solar eclipse.
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EXERCISE:
1. When Allah sends messengers to the Earth, what else does he send with them?
Why?
2. What was the prophecy of the Holy Prophet Muhammad sa about the advent of the
Mahdi and Messiah?
1. When did the solar and lunar eclipse occur to fulfill the prophecy?
2. How does a lunar eclipse occur?
3. How does a solar eclipse occur?

Research Assignment:
Every major religion of the world is waiting for a Messiah to appear in the latter ages.
Why do Ahmadies believe that all these prophecies will be fulfilled in the form of a single
prophet? Why it is not possible to have a messiah for every religion simultaneously as
there was more than one prophet in the same time period in the earlier days of
prophethood?
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Basic Values and Codes of Conduct
Prohibition from Social Vices
There are certain vices (bad conduct or habit) that every human should avoid doing. For
if these vices are visible even in a minority of a given population, there is a chance of
them spreading. For this very purpose, Islam has laid down some restrictive rules, the
purpose of which is to keep certain vices from spreading and corrupting a society. Some
of them are mentioned below:

Drinking
Allah Almighty has forbidden Muslims from taking alcoholic drinks. Drinking was very
common among the Arabs at the time of the Holy Prophet sa. The commandment against
drinking came gradually.


Allah told Muslims that alcoholic drinks contain more harm than good.



Then Muslims were commanded not to say their prayers
if they were under the influence of alcohol.



Finally Muslims were forbidden altogether from drinking
alcohol.

The Holy Prophetsa has declared drinking to be the mother of
all evils, meaning it is the cause of many social problems in
society such as violence, abuse and diseases. When one drinks,
he / she loses their ability to reason between what is right and wrong, and therefore,
they may be inclined to do something that they might regularly not consider to do and
later regret.

Gambling
Gambling means to risk or bet something of value, like money, on the outcome of a
game of chance. Allah has forbidden Muslims from gambling.


According to the Holy Qur’an, gambling has a lot
of harm, but very few benefits.



The Holy Qur’an has warned Muslims that both
drinking and gambling are acts of Satan.
Satan desires to spread hatred and
enmity among people and keep them
away from the remembrance of Allah.
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Free Mixing
Females

of

Males

and

Islam strongly discourages free mixing of males and
females. This side of Islamic social teaching is very
important for the safety and survival of the family system.
Free mixing of males and females can lead to many
problems in society.
In the ancient times, people used to roam around the Earth
naked because they were ignorant of modesty. As
civilization progressed, humans learnt to cover their private
parts.
Today Islam is blamed of being a backwards religion that
suppresses women, but in reality, it is the West that is
returning to the age of ignorance by taking off
their garments. Islam has laid down following
guidelines for men and women:
 Men and women are both advised to
avoid looking at each other.
 Women are advised to dress modestly
and cover themselves when going out in public.
 Women should behave in a decent manner
so as not to attract attention of other people.

EXERCISE 6:
1. Name two vices that we should abstain (stay away) from?
2. What is considered to be the mother of all evils?
3. Find Qur’anic verses with respect to the commandment of forbidding drinking of
alcohol and gambling and present them in the next class.
4. What has a lot of harms, and few benefits?
5. Why does Islam discourage the free mixing of males and females?
6. Who is advised not to look at the opposite gender? Why?
7. Why are women advised to dress modestly?
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Prayers
Prayers of the Holy Qu`an:
1. Prayer for a successful completion of life
2. Prayer to avert punishment of hell
3. Prayer to get rid of afflictions
4. Prayer to incur Allah’s blessings
Prayers of the Holy Prophetsa
1. Prayer for beginning of fast
2. Prayer for concluding of fast
3. Prayer for putting on a new dress
4. Prayer on ascending
5. Prayer on descending
6. Prayer upon observing a new moon
7. Prayer after offering the prayers
Bonus Prayers from the Book of ‘Basic Religious Education’
8. Prayer for opening ways to gain success
9. Prayer for leaving a gathering
10. Prayer for resolution of tensions
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Prayer for a Righteous Completion of
Life

O our Lord, pour forth upon us steadfastness and
cause us to die resigned unto Thee. (7:127)
This prayer is taken from the Holy Qur’an (7:127).
The purpose of our lives, as Muslims, is to attain the pleasure of Allah. The best way to
do that is by doing everything that Allah tells us to.
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa says that ‘there are two blessings that one should envy:
one is time and the other is health.’
Most of us are fortunate that we have time and health, and we should use it wisely. We
should never betray Allah, He is always watching.
Sometimes we make mistakes, as we are weak; we have been taught this prayer to
make us steadfast.
Even if we are going to get in trouble by following Allah’s rules, we should not be
worried because Allah will protect us if we are true to Him. We should recite this prayer
daily so that whenever we die, it is in a state of loyalty.
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EXERCISE:
1. Memorize the prayer with translation.
2. Make a schedule for yourself. Life is very short, so make use of the time that you
have. In the schedule include time for prayers, doing good deeds, watching MTA,
helping your parents and humanity etc.
At the end of each week, reflect over what you have been doing well and what you
could improve on. Bring in your schedule to class to get it approved from your
teacher. Continue to revise your timetable, as the timings of prayers change or when
you have summer holidays. Follow the format below:

Time

Mon.

Tues.

Wed.

Thurs.

Fri.

Sat.

Sun.

6:00-6:30

6:30-7:00

7:00-7:30

7:30-8:30

8:30-9:00

9:00-9:30
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Prayer to Avert Punishment of Hell

Our Lord, avert from us the punishment of hell; for the
punishment thereof is a lasting torment. (25:66)
This prayer is taken from the Holy Qur’an (25:66).
The purpose of our lives, as Muslims, is to attain the pleasure of Allah. And the best
way to do that is by doing everything that Allah tells us to. Allah has laid out the law, and
told us through His prophets and Books that if you follow what I say, you will go to
Heaven, but if you don’t, you will go to Hell. No one wants to go to Hell.
If in this world, we even get a little burn on our finger, we cry and feel hurt. So imagine,
how terrible of a state we will be in if, God forbid, we have to go to Hell.
We should always ask for forgiveness, and try to do good deeds to avoid this
punishment. The last ten days of the month of Ramadhan are especially designed for us
to be saved from the punishment of hell, if we pray sincerely.
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EXERCISE:
1. Memorize the prayer with translation.
2. Find the following words in the word search below:
Avert, punishment, books, hell, Prophet, Allah, fire, burn, prayer, forbid, Ramadhan,
month, pleasure, attain, purpose, follow, heaven, Lord, lasting, torment.
3. After you have found all the words, put them into a sentence.
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H G C B
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R A E D
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A A O P
E K S H
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A
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A
N
M
B
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Prayer for Getting Rid of Affliction

Affliction has touched me and Thou are the most Merciful of
all who show mercy. (21:84)
This prayer is taken from the Holy Qur’an (21:84).
Allah says in the Holy Qur’an:
”Aye! It is the remembrance of Allah that hearts can find comfort” (13:29).
Many people in the world have a lot of stress and that can sometimes even make
their health go down. Allah has given us a way to get rid of our worries—to pray.
This particular prayer is especially designed to make one’s afflictions or difficulties
go away by seeking Allah’s refuge and help.
Mostly, we are always worried about getting our own worries cleared away, and we
don’t have time for others. The Holy Prophet Muhammad sa says that if you relieve
the stress of another person, Allah will make your stress disappear on the Day of
Judgment.
So we should try to not only pray for our own worries but for the troubles of others as
well. We can start of by reading this prayer and telling others about it as well.
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EXERCISE:
1. Memorize the prayer with translation.
2. Think of a person that you know and who is in some kind of a difficulty. For example:
you know someone poor, someone who needs help with homework, someone who
needs a friend to talk to, etc. Try to do something for their affliction (difficulty), and
pray that they get rid of it. Write a brief summary about your experience in helping
others, below.

__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
_________________________________________.
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Prayer for Incurring Allah’s Blessings

My Lord I am in need of whatever good You may send down to me.
(28:25)
This prayer is taken from the Holy Qur’an (28:25).
Allah, the All-Knowing knows what is good for us. This prayer teaches us to leave
everything to Allah, and ask Him to provide us with whatever He thinks is best for us.
Sometimes, we pray for things but become sad when our prayers are seemingly not
accepted. Perhaps it is in Allah’s plan to not accept the prayer in the way we wanted,
not because we are not pious, but because He knows that it is not good for us.
So we should always be happy with whatever Allah decides and blesses us with.
The Promised Messiahas gives an example of this very dilemma. He states that if a child
wanted to place his hand in the fire, a mother would let the child continue to cry, but she
would never let him put his hand in the fire because she knows that it would hurt him.
Similarly, we may be praying for something that we think is good for us, but in reality,
Allah knows if it actually is good for us or not, and because of this knowledge, He
chooses to either accept or not accept our prayers.
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EXERCISE:
Memorize the prayer, and use it in your daily life. Unscramble the words below. Then,
choose 5 words from the ones listed below and use them in a sentence.

CUINGRIRN

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

LEBSGINS

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

PTCEAC

__ __ __ __ __ __

ENED

__ __ __ __

HLALA

__ __ __ __ __

OGOD

__ __ __ __

DEEN

__ __ __ __

DEVIOPR

__ __ __ __ __ __ __

OCOHES

__ __ __ __ __ __

YPARER

__ __ __ __ __ __

DLOR

__ __ __ __ __ __

ERWHTAVE

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

LNAP

__ __ __ __

YPAHP

__ __ __ __ __
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Prayer on Beginning the Fast

I intend to fast in the morning of the month of Ramadhan.
The Holy Prophetsa said: “All of our actions will be judged by our intentions”.
Keeping a fast is an important act and it should not be done without making a solid
intention.
So, by saying this prayer we make it clear that we intend to fast this morning. It is like a
promise which makes us stronger to go through the day without food, and any wrong
doings.
One important factor of this prayer is, that if, for some reason a person must break the
fast before Iftar time unexpectedly, then he or she will still get the reward for their fast,
because he or she had sincerely intended on keeping a fast.
In fact it is our honest intention that is accepted by Allah, not our hunger and thirst.
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EXERCISE:
1. Memorize the prayer with translation.
2. Reflect over other aspects of your life in which you had made the intention of
performing a good deed but were not able to. For example: you had intended on
going to perform salat in congregation at the mosque, but when you reached there,
you found out that the prayers had been combined. But because you had gone out
of your house with the intention of reading salat in congregation, you probably got
the same reward, as you would have if you had actually offerd salat in congregation.

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
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Prayer for Ending the Fast

Oh Allah, I observed the fast for your sake. I believe in
You and I end the fast by eating that which You have
provided for me.
This prayer of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa should be read when breaking the fast at
Iftar time.
A Muslim, who has fasted all day, is declaring that Oh, Allah I believe in you and that is
why I have stayed hungry all day and tried to do what is expected of a Muslim.
As everything comes from God, therefore by saying this prayer, we are showing our
thankfulness to Allah for providing us with lots of food to open our fast with. This makes
one realize how blessed we are, for there are many people in the world who have
nothing or very little to eat all day or night.
We are also being thankful to Allah for enabling us to be successful in completing our
fast throughout the day.
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EXERCISE:
1. Memorize the prayer with translation.
2. Reflect over your life, and come up with 5 things (even though there are so many
more things to be grateful for) for which you are very thankful to Allah and write
down beside each what you can do in return. For example, you could share with
others who do not have what you have. Be creative.

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
_______________________________.
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Prayer for Putting on a New Dress

O Allah! All praise belongs to You, Who gave me this new dress.

This prayer of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa is important because it teaches one to be
thankful for everything that one has.
There are many people and children in the world who probably have never put on a new
dress and always have to wear used clothes. Islam teaches us to look at those who are
less fortunate than us, so that we become thankful, instead of complaining about what
we don’t have.
This prayer also reminds us that even though this particular piece of clothing was given
or bought by someone else or yourself, it is Allah, who gave it to that person. And it is
Allah whom we should praise.
By being thankful to Him, we incur more of His blessings in return.
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EXERCISE:
1. Memorize the prayer with translation.
2. List three benefits of reading this prayer. How does it help us to become better
creatures of Allah?
1.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________.

2.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________.
3.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________.
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Prayer for Ascending

Allah is the greatest, O Allah, all dignity belongs to You at all
heights and all praise belongs to You in all circumstances.
Every height and grandness is truly due to Allah alone. When one climbs up great
heights, it is possible to have feelings of pride and greatness.
This prayer teaches humbleness and humility. It should be the essence of our
personality as Muslims.
It also reminds us that whatever goes up must come down. We go through the ups
and downs of our lives; therefore we must keep praising our God in both states.
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EXERCISE:
1. Memorize the prayer with translation.
2. Answer the questions below.
1. How can reading this prayer help us to become humble?

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________.
2. What is the fundamental purpose of reciting this prayer?

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________.
3. What attribute of Allah does this prayer remind you of?

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________.
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Prayer on Descending

We are among those who return, repent, worship
and praise our Lord.
When descending from a height, one feels like one is going down to lower level in a
physical sense. Similarly one can descend in a spiritual sense too.
Therefore, we should pray and ask Allah’s forgiveness, lest we may fall down to a
low level of our spiritual state.
Also, this prayer reminds us that only Allah deserves to be praised, and it is only He
who can never go down to a lower position; all of our high positions in terms of
money, education, family and rank can change.

EXERCISE:
1. Memorize the prayer with translation.
2. Write the English translation for each of the 4 qualities that a Muslim affirms that
he/she does in this prayer.
Example: -

Aa’iboona



Who Return

1. Ta’iboona



__________________

2. Abidoona



__________________

3. Hamidoona



__________________
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Prayer upon Observing a New Moon

O Lord! Let this moon rise upon us in peace, faith,
security and Islam. Allah is my Lord as well as yours.
Islam is a perfect religion. It teaches us to pray to Allah for everything, especially when
we see the beauty of His creation, whether small or big.
So is the case when we see a beautiful new moon; it ushers a new lunar month that is a
measure of time. It makes us realize that a new phase of our lives has just been started.
We should read this prayer so that until the next moon appears, we are protected.
This way the new month will be very blessed for us and Allah will keep us in peace and
will secure us from everything bad.
Another important thing to remember is that with this new moon, we must renew our
faith and continue to follow Allah and His message. Some people worshiped the moon
in the early history of mankind as it the source of light. We as Muslims announce that
Allah is our Lord and has created everything, including the moon.

EXERCISE:
Memorize the prayer with translation.
Research about one sign of coming of the Promised Messiah as that relates to the
eclipse of the moon. Present your findings on a Bristol board and decorate it.
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Prayers after Offering Salat

I seek forgiveness from Allah for all my
sins and turn towards Him (in all
sincerity)
O my Lord, I have wronged my soul, and
I admit to my sins; so, forgive me and my
sins, for there is none other to forgive
sins but You!
O Allah! You are the
Source of Peace; Blessed
are You, O Lord of
Majesty and Bounty
(Muslim)
It is a practice of the Holy Prophet Muhammad sa to ask forgiveness from Allah after
salat, among other occasions. Human beings are very weak by nature. On account of
our weaknesses, we fall short in carrying out some Divine commandments. Thus it is
possible that perhaps we are making mistakes either consciously or unconsciously.
Therefore, it is necessary for us to always ask Allah for forgiveness and the strength to
improve ourselves in carrying out our obligations as commanded by Allah.

EXERCISE:
Memorize the prayers with translation.
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Ahadith
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Taking back of a gift
Repentance from sins
Know your own worth
Muslim is a mirror
Abuse is a sin
Three noble actions
Importance of Sadqa
Importance of Taqwa
A little but sufficient

Ahadith from the book of basic Religious Knowledge:
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Etiquettes of eating
Cleanliness
Be the first to greet
Urging to do good
Backbiting
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Taking Back a Gift

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said: ‘The man who takes
back his gift is like the one who licks his own vomit.’

Giving a gift increases love between the two people, but if someone takes back a gift
once it is given it will create hatred between those two people. Taking a gift back is an
act of extreme narrow mindedness.
This kind of act is prohibited by the Holy Qur’an as Allah says it is not allowed for a
husband to take back anything that he has given his wife during their marriage, after he
divorces her.
A Muslim should try to spread love, not hatred, as is the motto of our Jama’at: “Love for
all, hatred for none.”

EXERCISE:
1. Memorize the hadith with translation.
2. On a piece of paper express what your feelings would be upon receiving a gift.
How would you feel if you had to return that gift?
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Repentance from Sins

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said: ‘A man who
sincerely repents from his sins is like the one who has
never sinned.’
One attribute of Allah is Al-Ghafoor which means the All-Forgiving. So we are very lucky
that we have a Caring and Loving God who looks for ways to forgive us. When a person
asks forgiveness of his sins sincerely, Allah forgives him and his sins are eliminated.
We should reflect over what our weaknesses are, and think hard about them. After this
we should make a promise to Allah to never commit such sins again. If you actually stay
true to your promise, Allah will forgive you. However, the time for repentance is only
during one’s life time where as repentance shown at the time of death is not accepted.

EXERCISE:
1. Memorize the hadith with translation.
2. Find a hadith in which the Holy Prophetsa talks about how happy Allah feels when He
forgives a person. Ask your parents or older siblings for help. Write down the hadith
in your own words, below.
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Know your own Worth

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said: ‘He who knows his own
worth, would never perish.’
Allah says in the Holy Qur’an, (95:5):
[95:5] Surely, We have created man in the
best make;

Allah has bestowed upon human beings many faculties which can be used to
attain unlimited progress. Therefore, we have to recognize the attributes that
Allah has granted us. If we do not identify our own strengths, we will never be
able to reach our true potential as human beings. We must realize our true worth
to attain the purpose of our life.
Wisdom (knowledge) is the lost property of a Muslim, so he should pick it up
wherever he finds it. However, once we gain this knowledge we should not be
arrogant. We should realize that our worth is that of a simple human. Therefore
even if we do know something, we should try to share it with others so that they
can benefit from the knowledge as well. If you always be humble, and don’t try to
act like you are the boss, you will never perish.

EXERCISE:
1. Memorize the hadith with translation.
2. Allah has blessed us with so many talents. List 10 attributes about yourself and how
you can use those talents to benefit humanity.
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A Muslim is a Mirror

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said: ‘A Muslim is a mirror
of another Muslim.’
A mirror would always provide the true image of a person. It gives all the details
of his/her beauty or ugliness. He or she would receive this message without any
negative reaction against the mirror because the message is based on truth,
honesty and secrecy. Even though the mirror knows all of our faults it does not
tell anyone else.
It is for this very reason that the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa has said that a
Muslim should be the mirror of another Muslim. Meaning, he should always tell
the other Muslim the truth. But at the same time he should not go around and tell
others the secret of his brother or sister, just like a mirror doesn’t tell others of our
faults.
Another meaning of this hadith is that every Muslim is an ambassador of the
whole Muslim community. His behavior and conduct represents the other
Muslims in the outer world.
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EXERCISE:
1. Memorize the hadith with translation.
2. Remember any secrets that someone has told you. Remind yourself to never tell
anyone those secrets and keep them safe with you. This way the person who told
you the secret will trust you.

EXERCISE:
Unscramble the following letters to make words and then use them in sentences.

TRESCE

LSIMUM

MALIS

RORIMR

EHPROPT

UTLAF

DEIH
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Abuse is a Sin

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said: ‘Abuse by (or of) a Muslim is
an evil.’
A Muslim is the follower of the religion Islam. The very meaning of Islam is
peace. Therefore, it is very important for a Muslim to be peaceful and act in a
kind manner. Abusing someone suggests that you are not a peaceful loving
person.
The Holy Qur’an even prohibits Muslims from abusing the false gods of the
idolaters:
‘And abuse not those whom they call upon besides Allah, lest they, out of spite, abuse
Allah in their ignorance. Thus unto every people have We caused their doings to seem
fair. Then unto their Lord is their return; And He will inform them of what they used to
do.’ (6:109)

The Holy Prophetsa has said in another Hadith that ‘A true Muslim is he who
protects other Muslims from his tongue and hands.’ The tongue is mentioned
first, because it is easier to use foul or hurtful language against someone before
hitting him with the hand. Abuse can be by one’s tongue also.
The Holy Prophetsa says that one should not curse the parents of another person,
because it is like he or she is cursing his or her own parents. Because when you
swear at someone else’s parents, they are bound to retaliate and swear at your
parents. We should spread peace in the world, not abuse.

EXERCISE:
Make an anti-bullying poster. Try to make it as creative as possible. Have a slogan at
the end, for example: “Love for all, hatred for none.” Make sure you colour your poster.
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3 Noble Actions

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said: ‘Visit the sick, feed the
hungry and liberate those in bondage.’
There are two main purposes for a Muslim in this world. One is to fulfill the rights of
Allah and the other is to fulfill the rights of mankind. This hadith touches on three main
aspects of how one can fulfill the rights of people. When one is sick, we should go and
visit them and give them a present, if possible. This way they will be happy and pray for
you (the prayers of the sick are especially accepted by Allah).
Secondly, as a way to be thankful we should share our food with others. There are so
many people in the world that don’t even have a single meal in one day. We should be
careful not to waste our food and finish what is on our plates and feed the hungry.
In the sight of Allah, every person is equal. In the old days, there used to be a lot of
slaves, and the Holy Prophetsa said to liberate those in bondage. These days there are
not as many slaves, so we should try to help people who are faced by problems of any
sort.
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EXERCISE:
1. Memorize the hadith with translation.
2. Highlight the following words:
visit, sick, feed, hungry, liberate, bondage, prophet, hadith, Islam. Use each word
in a sentence.
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Importance of Sadqah

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said: ‘Save
yourself from hell, even if it be by offering a
fragment of a date (as Sadaqah).’

Allah has made things very easy for us. He has informed the Muslims of all the ways
through which they can be forgiven and attain the pleasure of Allah. In this hadith, we
are told that by offering something in Sadqah we can be saved from the punishment of
hell.
The most important point in this hadith, besides offering sadaqah is the fact that we can
offer whatever we have, even if it is just a date. Some people say that they cannot give
to the poor, because they do not have the sufficient necessities of life. However, by
offering even the smallest of things, we can be saved from hell.

EXERCISE:
1. Memorize the hadith with translation.
2. This month, instead of buying a snack or treat at lunchtime, save that money to give
as sadaqah.
3. Answer the questions below.
1. How can one be saved from the punishment of hell?
2. Can anything be offered as Sadaqah?
3. Why should we offer Sadaqah, even when we are needy ourselves?
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Importance of Taqwaa

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said: ‘The best provision
for the journey (to the Hereafter) is Taqwaa.’
Taqwaa means to be righteous and have the fear of God. In life, when people travel and
go on journeys, they pack all the things they think they might need on the way or when
they have reached their destination.
This hadith teaches us that in the journey of life, we should pack taqwaa, and this is the
best provision for the journey towards life after death.
This means that we should always be double checking our “baggage” to see if we have
done enough good deeds, and avoided doing bad deeds and feared Allah even when
no one is around.

EXERCISE:
1. Memorize the hadith with translation.
2. Please unscramble the letters below to make words. Use 3 of the 7 words in a story.
WAQAT
REAF
OVIPRNIOS
YRJURONE

SDEED
GGGEBA
VLATRE
GDOO
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A Little but Sufficient

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said: ‘A little that suffices
one’s need is better than plenty that makes him forgetful (of
Allah).’
Sometimes in life, when people have too much money and materialistic things, they
become forgetful of Allah, who gave them all these things in the first place. This hadith
teaches us that it is better to have a little bit that is just enough to fulfill our needs, than
to have a lot which makes us forget Allah.
This hadith also reminds us that everything is provided by Allah, therefore it is Him, that
we should thank. We should always be checking to see if we are being thankful to Allah,
for all of the blessings that He has bestowed upon us.

EXERCISE:
1. Memorize the hadith with translation.
2. Make a list of 15 things that you are thankful for, and write down besides each what
you can do to show your appreciation to Allah.
For example: ‘Money I will pay more sadqah this month, to share my money with
the less fortunate.’ And so that Allah may bless me and protect me from my short
comings.
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The Purpose of Salat
We all know that Salat is an important pillar of Islam and on the Day of Judgment the
first thing that will be inquired about is the account of our prayers.
Abu Hurairahra relates that the Holy Prophetsa said:
‘The first item a person would be called to account on the Day of Judgment will be
prayer. If that is found in order he would be successful and prosper, but if not, he would
be ruined and lost. In case of a shortcoming in his obligations the Lord of honor and
glory will say: Look, if among the voluntary acts of My servant there is anything that
would make up his shortcoming in respect of his obligations. All his obligations would be
checked up in that manner.’

To Get Closer to Allah



Salat is the best means to interact with Allah. This is the medium through
which we can reach the height of our spiritual life.
In Salat, besides reading the prescribed Arabic text, you can pray to Allah
in your own language while standing, bowing, sitting or prostrating.

The Promised Messiahas states:








“Salat is nothing but presenting oneself before God Almighty.
It is a combination of praising God and an attempt at ending of one’s sins.
One who does not keep these purposes in view, gets no benefit from
Salat. Therefore, you must perform salat in the best possible manner.
When you are in the standing posture your whole appearance must reflect
the fact that you are standing before God in all humility.
When you bow before him in Salat it must be a reflection of the bowing of
your heart.
When you fall prostrate, your manner must be of the man who fears God.
And pray a lot for your spiritual as well as material uplift.”
(Al-Hakam, May 31, 1903)

To Get Rid of Your Sins




The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa asked, ‘If one of you had a stream flowing
by his door and he takes a bath in it five times a day, would any dirt be left
on him?’ They replied, ‘No dirt would be left on him.’ The Holy Prophet sa
said: ‘This is the case with Salat. Allah makes the Salat wipe out sins.’
If we want to be pure and get rid of our sins, salat is the best method to
pray to Allah to forgive us and help us to never go astray from the right
path.
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To Be Peaceful



Salat brings peace of mind and removes worries from our minds.
Salat, as mentioned above, is the primary method to communicate with
and remember Allah. Allah says in the Holy Qur’an:
[13:29] 'Those who believe, and whose
hearts find comfort in the remembrance
of Allah. Aye! It is the remembrance of
Allah that hearts can find comfort;



The above verse of the Holy Qur’an teaches us that by remembering Allah
we can find peace. So whenever one feels sad, he or she should pray to
Allah. And the best time to pray is during salat.

To Discipline Ourselves



Salat helps us to discipline ourselves. That is, when we leave everything
that we are doing to go and offer salat; we will be controlling ourselves
and obeying the commandment of Allah first to pray to our Lord.
In order to perform the 5 daily prayers on time, we re-arrange our daily
schedules. This practice enhances our sense of organization and selfdiscipline in other matters of our lives as well.

EXERCISE:
Answer the following questions.
1. State four purposes of Salat.
2. In your own words explain what the Promised Messiahas has said about the
importance and purpose of Salat.
3. How do you think Salat is a source of attaining peace of mind?
4. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa has presented an analogy of a person who
takes a bath 5 times with a person who offers the five daily prayers. What do
you understand from this hadith? Explain in your own words.
5. Can we speak to Allah in our own language?
6. How would Allah treat those who perform Salat regulary, on the Day of
Judgement?
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Makroohat of the Salat
(Undesirable Acts During Prayer)
Prayer should always be offered with the awareness that one is standing before one's
Lord. The acts that are undesirable and are below the respect of the Prayer are given
below.

The Makroohat are:
 To fiddle with one's clothing.
 To glance sideways or to the sky.
 To keep the eyes closed.
 To offer prayer without any head covering.
 Not to place one's feet with toes towards the Qibla during prostration or to lift the
feet from the ground in this position.
 To start prayer when one is hungry while food is set on the table.
 To continue the prayer in spite of an urge to go to the toilet.
 To pray in a cemetery while facing a grave.
 To offer prayer in very tight clothes so that one feels uncomfortable during the
prayer.
 To pray in an unsuitable environment, e.g., in a stable, goat's pen or in a noisy
market place.
 To stand with one's weight shifted on to one leg.
 To pray in an open place without a sutra. A sutra is an object placed before the
worshipper to mark the boundary of his prayer.
 To nod when someone says Assalamo Alaikum during the prayer.
 To pray without washing one's mouth after eating.
 To change the order of Surahs in the Prayer, i.e; to recite Surahs which come
later in the Qur’an in the first Rak’aat and the Surahs which appear earlier in the
Holy Qur’an, in the follow ing Raka'at.
 To place hands under the forehead while in prostration.
 To rest one's belly on things during prostration.
 To spread one's forearms on the ground while performing Sajdah.
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 To recite Qur’anic verses during Ruku or Sajdah.
 To go ahead of the Imam, i.e; to go into the next posture before the Imam.
Note 1: A worshipper is allowed to remove or kill any harmful insect in case he finds it
close to where he is praying.
Note 2: The place of worship should be neat and clean and the air, as far as possible,
should be free of any unpleasant odour. Every Muslim is enjoined to respect the dignity
of the Prayer even if he is not praying himself. No one should in any way, e.g. by words
of mouth or by his action, cause any worshipper discomfort or distraction. That is why it
is not allowed to cross the path of a worshipper. This means that one should wait until
the worshipper finishes his Prayer.

Actions Which Make Prayer Null and Void:
The following acts will invalidate the prayer if done:
 When the ablution lapses.
 Eating or drinking while offering Prayer.
 To speak or to respond to anyone during Prayer.
 To laugh during Prayer.
 To turn the face to the right or to the left while praying.

EXERCISE:
Answer the following questions.
1. What are Makroohat?
2. Mention five Makroohat?
3. What can make prayer null and void?
4. Why do you think we have been restricted to close our eyes during prayer?
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Wudhu
Before performing salat, the Muslim’s body must be totally purified. To be in this state,
one must perform the ritual washing known as wudhu (ablution). This is a prerequisite
that must be fulfilled, otherwise the Prayer will not be considered valid.

Steps of Performing Wudhu:
1. Have the intention of purifying your heart.
2. Wash your hands, front and back, up to and beyond the wrist three times, right
hand first, then left.
3. Rinse your mouth three times, scooping the water up with your right hand.
4. Wash your nostrils internally three times.
5. Wash your face three times.
6. Wash each arm up to and beyond the elbow three times, right arm first and then the
left.
7. Pass the wet palms of both hands over your head and back. Then rub the inside
and outside of the ears with the thumbs and forefingers.
8. Wash your feet up to and beyond the ankle three times, right foot first and then the
left. Make sure the water gets between the toes by using your fingers.
NOTE: If after ablution, one puts on socks, then it is not essential to wash one's
feet for the next 24 hours when one performs ablution. Instead, one should wet
one's hands and after shaking off the excess water, make passes with the hands
on both feet on top of the socks. This should be considered an alternative to the
washing of the feet.

Factors Which Break One’s Wudhu:
1. Passing wind.
2. Urination even if a drop has passed out.
3. Sleeping, dozing off to the degree that if one were without a support, one would
not be able to keep balance.
4. Minor bleeding from any part of the body due to any reason.
5. Vomiting and throwing-up (a little food during belching should not be counted as
vomiting).
In all above circumstances ablution should be performed again.
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Tayammum
Tayammum is done as a substitute of Wudhu. The two most common circumstances for
Tayammum are:
1. When there is no water to be found.
2. When one is not able to use water due to sickness.

What can be Used for Performing Tayammum?
Tayammum can be performed with everything that is clean and found on the earth such
as:
 sand,
 dirt,
 clay,
 stone,
 and other sorts of earth.
NOTE: If a person cannot find earth, sand, clay or stone, he/she should
perform Tayammum on mud. If even that is not available, then it could be
done on dust particles which settle on the carpets or the dresses.

The Following Things are Obligatory for Tayammum:


If a clean dusty surface or a solid surface is available, one should pat the
surface with the open palms of both hands,



Make a motion with both hands, passing them over the back of each other
successively, as if one is washing them,



Pass the hands over one's face and forearms.
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EXERCISE:
1. Without looking above, explain the steps of wudhu in your own words.
2. Why do you think Allah has made it mandatory for one to perform wudhu prior to
performing salat?
3. Name 3 factors that can break one’s wudhu.
4. Practice performing Tayammum and demonstrate it in class.
5. Learn the prayer after Wudhu or Tayammum with translation.
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Azaan
Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest

Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest

I bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allah

I bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allah

I bear witness that Muhammadsa is the Messenger of Allah

I bear witness that Muhammadsa is the Messenger of Allah

Come to Prayer

Come to Prayer

Come to Prosperity

Come to Prosperity

Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest

There is none worthy of worship except Allah.
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Importance of Azaan
History of Azaan:
In the early days of Islam, there was no prescribed way of telling
people that the time for Prayer had started nor was there any
means to call the Muslims to the mosque for congregational
Prayers.
One morning, Hadhrat Abdullah ibn Aziz ra approached the Holy
Prophetsa and told him a dream which he had the night before.
He had seen someone announcing the Prayer time and calling people to the mosque for
the congregational Prayer in a loud voice. Hadhrat Abdullah then related the words of
Azaan which he had heard in the dream. Hadhrat Umar ra was also sitting in the
company of the Holy Prophetsa.He said that he had also had a dream and had heard the
same words.
The Holy Prophet sa was therefore in no doubt that this was a message from Allah, so
he adopted the method of Azaan to call worshippers to the mosque. The first Mu’azzin
was Hadhrat Bilalra.

Method of Saying Azaan:
Mu’azzin, the person who says Azaan should stand in a prominent position with his face
turned towards the Qibla. Mu’azzin should touch his ears with his index fingers, right
finger touching the right ear and the left finger touching the left and recite Azaan in a
loud voice. He should turn his face towards the right when saying the words, Hayya 'alas Salat and turn his face to the left while reciting the words Hayya 'al-al falah.
During Azaan for Fajr Prayer, Mu’azzin should also recite the words given below twice
after saying, Hayya 'al-al falah:
Surely prayer is better than sleep;
Surely prayer is better than sleep.

What should you do When You Hear Azaan:
Anyone who hears Azaan should repeat the same, phrase by phrase, after Mu’azzin
has recited them, but when Mu’azzin says the words Hayya al-as-Salat and Hayya al-al
falah, the person hearing Azaan should say:
There is no power (to be safe from sins)
and there is no power (to do good)
except with the help of Allah.
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Prayer to be Recited after Azaan
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said: “I will intercede on the Day of Judgement in favour
of the one who recites this prayer.” Therefore this prayer should be recited everytime
after we listen to Azaan.

O Allah! The Lord of this perfect Call

and of the Congregational Prayer to be offered!, Bestow on Muhammad
the means and the superiority

and high dignity (in paradise).

And elevate him to the most exalted rank that You have promised him.

Surely, You never break Your promise.
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Iqammat
Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest

I bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allah

I bear witness that Muhammadsa is the Messenger of Allah

Come to Prayer

Come to Prosperity

Prayer is starting, Prayer is starting

Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest

There is none worthy of worship except Allah.
When the prayer is about to start, Iqaamat is recited. This is an indication that the Imam
has taken his place facing towards the Ka`aba and is ready to begin the prayer. Iqaamat
is a shorter version of Azaan.

Few Differences between Iqaamat and Azaan:
1. Azaan is called aloud while Iqaamat is recited comparatively in a low voice.
2. During the recitation of Iqaamat, the fingers are not raised so as to touch the ears
as is done in Azaan; instead the arms are left hanging straight by one's sides.
3. The phrase, As-Salatu khairum minan-naum is not recited in Iqaamat.
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4. During Iqamah, the face is not turned towards the right or to the left when Hayya
'al-as salah and Hayya 'al-al falah are recited, as is done in Azaan.
According to the sayings of the Holy Prophetsa, the person who has recited Azaan
should also recite Iqaamat. (Sunan Tirmazi). However, in certain cases, another person
may also recite Iqaamat with the permission of Mu’azzin or the Imam.

EXERCISE:
1)

What is the person who leads the prayer in congregation called?

2)

Who is a Mu’azzin?

3)

Translate the phrase below. When is this recited?

4)

Who was the first person to deliver Azaan?

5)

Who heard the words of Azaan in their dream?

6)

State three differences between Iqaamat and Azaan.

7)

Is it mandatory for the Mu’azzin to recite Iqaamat as well?

8)

When is Iqaamat rectied?

9)

Why do you think there is a need for Iqaamat to be called before Salat?
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Salat with Word-by-Word Translation
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Dua’-e-Qunoot

O Allah! We beseech Your help and ask Your forgiveness

and believe in You. and trust in You and praise You in the best manner;

and we thank You and we are not ungrateful to You, and we cast off and forsake
him who disobeys You.

O Allah! You alone do we serve and to You alone do we pray and we prostrate
ourselves; and we rush to You

and present ourselves, and we hope for Your mercy and we fear

Your chastisement, for surely Your chastisement overtakes the disbelievers.
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Importance of Congregational Prayers
Congregational prayers are those prayers that are not offered alone but with at least
one other person. Heavy emphasis, importance and blessings have been attached to
congregational prayers. Therefore, in order to be recipients of all these blessings we
ought to offer our prayers in congregation more and more.
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa never missed any prayer in congregation. Even in his
sickness when it was tough for him to walk, he used to come to the mosque with the
help of his two companions to pray in congregation. Since the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa is the perfect model, it is him whom we should follow.

Blessings of Congregational Prayers:
A Hadith tells us that the reward of a Prayer offered in congregation is twenty-seven
times more than that offered individually. When we pray in congregation we get the
chance to meet with fellow brothers and sisters from our community and stand together
for a good cause. We all unite in order to pray to our Lord; to praise His greatness, ask
for His forgiveness and blessings and together feel His presence and love.

The Imam of a Congregational Prayer:
Only men are allowed to lead the prayers and they are the Imams. In rare cases, when
there are no men, a woman is allowed to lead a congregational prayer but she must be
parallel to the other ladies offering Salat. The reason for this restriction is that a woman
has been created fragile and attractive, and thus the attention of the followers might be
led astray.

Mistake During the Prayer:
The followers should follow the Imam even if he makes a mistake in the actions of Salat
then him, because the Imam is a leader and he must be followed.
If an Imam makes a mistake in the recitation of Qur’anic verses, then the men should
point it out by reciting the correct version of the given verse. Whereas, women should
only clap their hands to inform the Imam of his mistake.
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Mosque:
The Mosque is the House of God where the members of the community pray to Allah
the Almighty, together. At that moment there is a complete connection between God
and all His servants. There is no doubt that this creates a special sense of
togetherness; therefore one is inclined to pray with more devotion. So we should
decorate our Mosques with worshippers.
Although, Mosques are built for offering congregational Prayers, however, if you cannot
find a Mosque nearby, you can offer prayers in congregation at home with your family or
others. Allah has made the entire earth a Mosque for a Muslim.
The Holy Prophetsa has greatly emphasized on the importance of mosques as:






Mosques are the houses of Allah and those believers who enter therein are the
guests of Allah.
The good news for those who visit the mosques in darkness is that Allah shall
bestow upon them from Himself perfect light on the Day of Judgment.
For him who makes his ablutions at home and then walks to the mosque to
discharge his obligations from Allah, one single step of his towards the mosque
wipes out a sin and next step raises his status.
Of all the buildings, the most beautiful and attractive in Allah's sight is a Mosque.

EXERCISE:
1. What is the purpose of congregational prayers?
2. What is the purpose of Mosques?
3. Can congregational prayers only be offered in the Mosque?
4. Can a woman be an Imam? If yes, under what circumstances?
5. What was the first House of Worship? And where and by whom was it built?
6. List how many times have you been to the mosque for congregational prayer.
Narrate your feelings about your participation in Allah’s blessings.
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Salat-e-Taraaweeh
Taraaweeh Prayer is a special prayer that Muslims offer in the month of Ramadhan. It is
a Sunnat of the Holy Prophet sa which means that we should try to follow his example
and do the same.
Taraaweeh can be performed at Tahajjud time. However, for the benefit of those people
who find it difficult to wake up at that time, Taraaweeh prayers are offered in
congregation at the Mosque after `Isha’ prayer. It can be performed alone or in
congregation at home, or at the Mosque.
During the month of Ramadhan, one part of the Holy Qur’an is recited each night, so
that by the end of the month, the entire cycle of the Holy Qur’an has been completely
recited. The Prayer is preferably led by a Hafiz (who has memorized the whole Qur’an).
Taraaweeh consists of 8 rak’aat, offered in even units of two rak’aat each.

EXERCISE:
1. What are Taraaweeh prayers?
2. Is it mandatory to offer Taraaweeh prayers?
3. Does the entire Qur’an have to be recited in Taraaweeh prayers?
4. How many Raka’at are offered in Taraaweeh?

201

Salat-e-Eidain
Philosophy behind Islamic Festivals:
Islam is a balanced religion and one that is very easy to follow. Allah says in the Holy
Qur’an:
[5:7] Allah desires not that He should place
you in a difficulty but He desires to purify you
and to complete His favour upon you, so that
you may be grateful.
The objective of our Creation is to worship Allah. After every spiritual effort of fulfilling
this objective, Allah grants us with a festival to celebrate our hard work i.e with a
break. For example, after 6 days of a week, Allah provides us with Jum’a (Friday),
which is a festival to celebrate the week’s worship. After Ramadhan, we are granted
Eid-ul-Fitr and after Hajj we are blessed with Eid-ul-Adha. After every hardship there is
ease for us. This promise is given to us by Allah in the Holy Qur’an in the following
words:
[94:6] Surely, there is ease after hardship.
[94:7] Aye, surely, there is ease after hardship.
There are two Eid festivals in a year. One is called Eid-ul-Fitr and the other, which
comes about 10 weeks later is called Eid-ul-Adha. Eid-ul-Fitr is celebrated at the end of
the month of fasting. Eid-ul-Adha is celebrated on the 10th of the month of Dhul-Hajjah.
People usually gather for this Prayer early before midday. It was a practice of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad sa to recite the following takbeerat, until the commencement of
prayer:

Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest; There is no god but Allah.
And Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest, and to Allah is all
praises.
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All Muslims join in congregation to offer two Rak’aat Prayer on both Eid-ul-Fitr and Eidul-Adhiya.
The time for Eid Prayer is before noon. Like Friday Prayer, Eid Prayer is always offered
in congregation. No Azaan or Iqaamat is called for Eid Prayers.
The Prayer itself consists of two rak`ahs, which the imam says aloud. Before the first
rak`at, the imam raises his hands to his ears and says “Allahu Akbar” (Allah is the
Greatest) seven times, each time having dropped his arms to his side. The
congregants should raise their hands to their ears and repeat after him. Before the
second rak`ah the imam says “Allahu Akbar” in the same way but only five times. The
rest of the prayer is performed in the same manner as regular prayers.
After the Eid Prayer, the Imam delivers a sermon that consists of two parts.

EXERCISE:
1. Are Eid-ul-Fitr and Eid-ul-Adha the only two festivals celebrated in Islam?
2. How many Rak’aat are there in Eid prayers? Also, how do they differ from a
Jum’a prayer?
3. How does the order of Friday Sermon differ from the Eid sermon?
4. On which occasions does an Imam offer a sermon?
5. Name the two Eid festivals and their background in your own words.
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