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Introduction
COURSE OUTLINE
LEVEL

:

4

(ADVANCED KNOWLEDGE)

Age Group:

13 - 14 years

Prerequisite:

Successful completion of Level 3 or demonstration of medium
level of religious knowledge as per curriculum of Level 3.

Course objectives:
This syllabus is designed for two years of Level-4 (one class per month) and is
based on the Ahmadiyya Children Sunday School ‘Curriculum’ Document.
Therefore please be advised to always refer to the ‘Curriculum’ document,
while implementing this package.
The level 4 class is designed to provide advanced and in-depth knowledge of
Islam that will enable students to have a solid footing of Islam and general
religious knowledge. This level encourages students to work on number of
research projects that enhances the student’s logical, analytical ability as well
as raises awareness to key issues in Islam along with comparative study of other
religions. The goal is to introduce a wide variety of topics that will relate to the
past, present and future of Islam.
After successful completion of this level, the student will have solid base of
Islam and general religious knowledge and will be able to:
fluently recite Holy Qur`an and demonstrate in-depth understanding
of last twenty Surahs with ability to translate and explain many verses.
memorize the first seventeen verses of Surah Al-Baqarah with
translation.
demonstrate a solid understanding of Salat including its full translation
and all related matters and special types of Salats.
prove the existence of God and purpose of man’s creation with solid
reasoning and scientific approach.
demonstrate advance level of knowledge of basic principles of IslamAhmadiyyat including in depth knowledge of pillars of Islam, Articles
of Faith and contemporary social, moral and family values.
do comparative study of major religions.
discuss in detail the life of Holy Prophet Muhammadsa.
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relate the life of Promised Messiahas and his companions.
demonstrate good understanding of institution of Khilafat and its
blessings.
highlight the beauties of Ahmadiyyat and present major
achievements of Jama`at and its system.
show good knowledge of Holy Places of Islam-Ahmadiyyat, Islamic
Calendar and Islamic Festivals.
demonstrate a solid base of prayers and Ahadith with translation and
commentary.
All the exercises and assignments attached at the end of different topics are
created for students to grasp the concept taught and practice them
comprehensively while working on them. These exercises also allow the
teachers to evaluate the students’ understanding in those areas.
For any questions and concerns, please contact:
Email:

sundayschool@ahmadiyya.ca
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INTRODUCTION TO THE HOLY QUR’AN
A GUDIANCE FOR MANKIND
What is a Revelation?
Muslims believe that Allah speaks to His chosen servants through the process of
„Revelation‟. It is through this process that spiritual knowledge and wisdom is given to
man by God. The knowledge received through revelation is considered to be the truest
form of learning.
Revelation can be of many kinds. They may comprise of ordinances, laws and
injunctions. It may be prophetic in nature and bring knowledge of future events. It may
bring great insights into matters of material or spiritual nature. It may convey God's
goodwill, pleasure and love; or it may be the medium of God's warning, displeasure
and rebuke.
The nature of a revelation varies according to circumstances and the spiritual station
of the recipient. Muslims believe that of all revelations and divine communications, the
most complete, the most perfect and the most comprehensive is the Holy Qur‘an.

What is the Holy Qur’an?
The Qur‘an is a compilation of the verbal revelations given to the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa over a period of twenty-three years. The
language of the Qur‘an is Arabic. The word Qur‟an means
something that is "read" or "recited". The diction of the Qur‘an could
be best described as poetic prose and its language is a model of
linguistic purity and stylistic elegance.
The Qur‘an is the Holy Book or the Scriptures of the Muslims. It lays down for them the
law and commandments, codes for their social and moral behaviour, and contains a
comprehensive religious philosophy. It is the ultimate source of the Islamic law and a
complete guidance for the Muslims. Besides its proper name, the Qur‘an is also known
by the following names:
al Kitab
al Furqan
al Dhikr
al Bayan
al Burhan
al Haqq
al Tanzil

The Book
The Discriminant
The Exposition
The Explanation
The Argument
The Truth
The Revelation

al Hikmat
al Huda
al Hukm
al Mau‟izah
al Rahmat
al-Noor
al-Rooh

The Wisdom
The Guide
The Judgement
The Admonition
The Mercy
The Light (64:9)
The Word (42:53)
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Surahs and Verses
The Qur‘an is divided into 114 Surahs or Chapters and each Chapter consists of
individual Ayaat or verses. There are in total 6,348 verses in the Holy Qur‘an. The
Surahs are of varying lengths, some consisting of a few lines while others continue on
for many pages. Surah Al-Baqarah is the longest Chapter comprising of 287 verses
while Surah Al-Kauthar is the shortest with only 4 verses including the Tasmia
(Bismillah).
Each Surah in the Holy Qur‘an has a name given to it. These names are not
necessarily revealed but have been introduced by scholars and editors for the sake of
reference. These names are usually taken from some prominent or unusual word
which occurs in the Surah.

The Beginning Verse of Each Surah
At the beginning of each Surah, except one, stands the following invocation which is
part of the Surah:

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, ever Merciful
Surah Al-Taubah, the 9th Chapter of the Holy Qur‘an is the only exception. Many
scholars view this Chapter as part of the previous one. According to the subject matter
Chapters 8 and 9 are one. In Surah Al-Naml, the 27th Chapter of the Holy Qur‘an, the
phrase "In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful" is mentioned twice: once in
its usual place at the beginning of the Surah and the second time in verse 31, in
reference to the opening line of Hadhrat Sulaiman as‘s letter to Queen Sheba. So this
way there are 114 Surahs and Tasmia is also mentioned 114 times; thereby
maintaining the equilibrium of the Holy Qur‘an.

Makkan and Medinian Chapters
In the printed copies of the Holy Qur‘an, the title of each Surah
is followed by the name of the place where the Chapter was
revealed. The "Makkan" is used to indicate all Surahs revealed
before Hijrah (622 A.D.), and "Medinian" for all Surahs
revealed after Hijrah. Many of the Surahs in the Holy Qur‘an
are composite, and a Chapter marked Makkan may contain
some verses from the Medinite period, and vice versa.
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During the period of the Qur‘anic revelations (twenty-two years and five months), the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa lived in Makkah for twelve years (610 - 622 A.D) and in
Madina for ten (622 - 632 A.D.). Out of the 114 Surahs of the Holy Qur‘an, about 92
were revealed in Makkah and 22 in Madina. Generally speaking, there are three
characteristics which distinguish Makkan Surahs from the Medinian ones:
1. The Makkan Surahs deal mainly with faith, while the Medinian Surahs deal
mainly with action or the implementation of faith.
2. Makkan Surahs are generally prophetic, while the Medinian Surahs deal with
the realization and fulfillment of prophecies.
3. Makkan Surahs emphasize man's relationship with God, while Medinian Surahs
emphasize man's relationship with fellow man and lay down rules and
regulations for social and moral conduct.

The Arrangement of the Holy Qur’an
The arrangement of the Holy Qur‘an does not follow the chronological order in which
the verses and the Surahs were actually revealed. Except for the short "Opening"
Chapter which has been placed at the head of the Holy Qur‘an, the long Surahs are
generally in the beginning while the short ones are generally towards the end.
This is not a rigid principle as there are many exceptions to it. Because of the
presence of long Surahs at the beginning of the Holy Qur‘an, about half the text of the
entire Holy Qur‘an is contained in the first 18 Chapters while the other half is contained
in the next 96 Chapters.
Although the Holy Qur‘an is not arranged in a chronological order or by subject matter,
there is certain continuity between the various Chapters. If we were to observe closely
the closing lines of some Surahs and the opening lines of those immediately following
these, we would detect a continuity of the underlying theme.

The First Revelation
The beginning of the Holy Qur‘an took place in the year 610 A.D. with the first
revelation received by the Holy Prophetsa while he was meditating on Mount Hira. The
Angel Jibraeelas brought this revelation and made the Holy Prophetsa repeat after him:
[96:2] Proclaim thou in the name of thy Lord Who created,
[96:3] Created man from a clot of blood.
[96:4] Proclaim! and thy Lord is the Most Bounteous;
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[96:5] Who taught by the pen,
[96:6] Taught man what he knew not.
These verses are now part of Surah Al-Alaq, the 96th chapter of the Holy Qur‘an. This
first revelation marks the beginning of the prophetic mission of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa which lasted twenty-two years and five months. No special instructions
were given to the Holy Prophetsa at this stage. Such instructions started to come down
in later revelations. The second revelation forms the beginning of Surah al-Mudathir,
the 74th Chapter of the Holy Qur‘an, and starts to define the Holy Prophet's sa mission
more clearly:

[74:2] O thou who hast covered thyself with thy cloak,
[74:3] Arise and warn,
[74:4] And thy Lord do thou magnify,
[74:5] And thy clothes do thou purify,
[74:6] And uncleanliness do thou shun,
[74:7] And bestow not favours seeking to get more in return,
[74:8] And for the sake of thy Lord do thou endure trials patiently.

The Last Revelation
The entire last Surah to be revealed is considered to be Surah Al-Nasr, the 110th
chapter of the Holy Qur‘an. This is a "Medinite" Surah in the sense that it was revealed
after the Hijrah. But this chapter was actually revealed at Makkah, during the time of
the Holy Prophet'ssa farewell pilgrimage. The very last verses with which the Qur‘anic
revelations came to a close however, belong to Surah al Maidah, the 5 th chapter of the
Holy Qur‘an. These verses were also revealed during the farewell pilgrimage,
immediately after the Holy Prophet'ssa sermon on the Mount:

[5:4] This day have I perfected your religion for you and completed My favour upon you
and have chosen for you Islam as religion.
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EXERCISE

1

Answer the following questions on a separate sheet.
1. How does Allah speak to His chosen servants?
2. To which matters do revelations bring insight?
3. What does a revelation convey?
4. What is the most perfect and most comprehensive revelation?
5. In how many years was the Holy Qur‘an revealed to the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa?
6. What does the word ‗Qur‘an‘ mean?
7. If you had to tell someone what the Holy Qur‘an contains, what would you say?
8. Name five other names for the Holy Qur‘an that are commonly used.
9. How many Surahs are in the Holy Qur‘an?
10. Are the names of Surahs revealed? If not, where did they come from?
11. Which Surah does not begin with ‗Tasmia‘?
12. In which Surah does ‗Tasmia‘ appear twice? Explain how this maintains the
equilibrium of the Holy Qur‘an.
13. What is title of each Surah followed by?
14. In your own words, name 3 ways by which we can differentiate Makkan Surahs
from Medinian Surahs.
15. Generally the long Surahs are at the beginning of the Holy Qur‘an; how much of
the entire text of the Holy Qur‘an is contained in the first 18 chapters?
16. Name one way that we can see that there is continuity between the Surahs.
17. What was the first revelation of the Holy Qur‘an and when was it revealed?
18. What is the last revelation of the Holy Qur‘an? When and where was it revealed?
19. Is Surah An-Nasr a Medinian Surah? Explain.
20. What gift has Allah bestowed upon the Muslims in Surah Al-Maidah?
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Muqatta’at - Cryptic Letters of the Holy Qur’an
At the beginning of twenty-nine Surahs, following the invocation stands a letter or a
group of letters of the alphabet. These letters are known as Muqatta'at or
abbreviations. Of the twenty-eight letters of the Arabic alphabet, fourteen have been
used in this way. Below, these Muqatta'at are indicated by a bracket around the letter:
(alif)

ba

(sad) dad
(ha)

ta

tha

jim

(ha)

kha

(ta)

za

(ain)

ghain fa

dal

dhal

(ra)

(qaf) (kaf) lam

za

(sin)

shin

(mim) (noon)

wow (ya)

The Holy Qur‘an has used Muqatta'at in groups as well as individually, in fourteen
different combinations, as shown below:
alif -lam -mim,

alif -lam -mim -sad,

alif -lam -ra

alif -lam -mim -ra

kaf- ha -ya -ain -sad

ta-ha

ta -sin -mim

ta -sin

ya -sin

sad

ha -mim -ain -sin -qaf

ha -mim

qaf

noon

The significance and meaning of these mysterious letters is not known for sure.
According to some scholars of the Holy Qur‘an, these letters are abbreviations of
certain words.
For example:
alif lam mim stands for

"anallaho a'lamo" - I am Allah, the Most Knowing

alif lam ra stands for

"anallah al Ra" - I am Allah, the Most Seeing

Following is a list of all the Surahs that contain these cryptic letters:
Surah Number-

Surah Name:

Muqatta'at used

2-

Al Baqarah:

alif lam mim

3-

Al-Imran:

alif lam mim

7-

Al-Araf:

alif lam mint sad

10 -

Younas:

alif lam ra
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11 -

Hud:

alif lam ra

12 -

Yousaf:

alif lam ra

13 -

Al-Ra'd:

alif lam mim ra

14 -

Ibrahim:

alif lam ra

15 -

Al-Hijr:

alif lam ra

19 -

Maryam:

kaf ha ya ain sad

20 -

Ta Ha:

ta ha

26 -

Al-Shu'ara:

ta sin mim

27 -

Al-Naml:

ta sin

28 -

Al-Qasas:

ta sin mim

29 -

Al-Ankaboot:

alif lam mim

30 -

Al-Rum:

alif lam mim

31 -

Luqman:

alif lam mim

32 -

Al-Sajdah:

alif lam mim

36 -

Ya Seen:

ya seen

38 -

Sad:

sad

40 -

Al-Mumin:

ha mint

41 -

Ha Mim Al-Sajdah: ha mint

42 -

Al- Shura:

ha mim ain sin qaf

43 -

Al-Zukhruf:

ha mim

44 -

Al-Dukhan:

ha mim

45 -

Al-Jathiyah:

ha mim

46 -

Al-Ahqaf:

ha mim

50 -

Qaf:

qaf

68 -

Al-Qalam:

noon
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Writing and Recording of the Holy Qur’an
For a time, the Holy Qur‘an was being preserved by the
early Muslims who would memorize the revelations
received by the Holy Prophetsa. This was the normal
practice at that time and the pre-Islamic Arabic poems
were treated in the same way.
However, as the revelations grew in number and as some
of the Muslims who had memorized the Holy Qur‘an
started to be lost in battles, the Holy Prophetsa appointed
some scribes to write down the Holy Qur‘an.
As the Qur‘anic verses were revealed in passages of
varying sizes and belonging to different Surahs, the text
of the Holy Qur‘an did not exist in one volume during the
life of the Prophet Muhammadsa. It was during the Khilafat
of Hadhrat Abu Bakrra and Hadhrat `Umarra that the task of collecting the Qur‘an in one
volume was entrusted to Zayd bin Thabitra.
During the time of Hadhrat `Uthmanra, the third Caliph of Islam, an authorized version
of the Holy Qur‘an was established which was then used for making duplicate copies.
These duplicate copies were sent to various parts of the Muslim world to be used as
standard texts for further copying.
The text of the Holy Qur‘an has remained unchanged over the past 1500 years. The
millions of copies of the Holy Qur‘an circulating in the world today are all identical in
Arabic down to a single letter. And this is not strange since Allah says in the Holy
Qur‘an that He, Himself, will guard this book:

"Surely it is We Who have revealed the Exposition, and surely it is We Who are its
guardians" (15:10)
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EXERCISE

2

Answer the following questions on a separate sheet.
1. How many Surahs begin with Muqatta‘at, following the invocation?
2. How many letters of the Arabic alphabet are used as Muqatta‘at?
3. Write down the Muqatta‘at.
4. Does the Holy Qur‘an use Muqatta‘at in groups?
5. What is the purpose of using Muqatta‘at?
6. Name five Surahs in which Muqatta‘at are used as well as their meaning.
7. How was the Holy Qur‘an preserved by the early Muslims?
8. What was happening to some of the Muslims who had memorized the
Holy Qur‘an?
9. In whose Khilafat was the entire Holy Qur‘an compiled?
10. In which verse has Allah promised to safeguard the Holy Qur‘an?
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What Does the Holy Qur’an Contain?
To the Muslims, the Holy Qur‘an is the Word of Allah and contains complete guidance
for mankind. Much of the Holy Qur‘an is about Allah, His attributes and man's
relationship with Him. But it also contains directives for its followers, historical
accounts of certain prophets and peoples, arguments for accepting Hadhrat
Muhammadsa as a genuine Prophet, as well as, the good news for the believers and
warnings for the disbelievers. Broadly speaking, the contents of the Holy Qur‘an fall
into five main categories:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Nature of the Spiritual World
The Law and Commandments
Historical Accounts
The Wisdom
The Prophecies

One by one we will discuss these various aspects of the Holy Qur‘an.

1. The Nature of the Spiritual World
The central theme of the Holy Qur‘an is the doctrine of One God. The God of the Holy
Qur‘an is All-Powerful, All-Knowing, Merciful and Compassionate, and the sole Creator
of the universe. He is the One who gave us fire, and when we die it is to Him that we
will return. He not only listens to our prayers, but provides for our needs without even
our asking; He is a Generous and Gracious God.
In Surah al-Hashr, some of God's attributes are described as follows:
[59:23] He is Allah and there is no god beside Him, the Knower of the unseen
and the seen. He is the Gracious, the Merciful.
[59:24] He is Allah and there is no god beside Him, the Sovereign, the Holy
One, the Source of peace, the Bestower of security, the Protector, the Mighty,
the Subduer, the Exalted. Holy is Allah, far above that which they associate with
Him.
[59:25] He is Allah, the creator, the Maker, the Fashioner. His are the most
beautiful names. All that is in the heavens and the earth glorifies Him, and He is
the Mighty, the Wise.
Besides containing enlightening facts about the various attributes of Allah, the Holy
Qur‘an explains the rest of the spiritual world in large detail: the purpose of creation,
the nature of angels, the nature of Hell and heaven, the continuation of life after death,
the divine revelations and the concept of the Day of Judgment.
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Scriptures of other religions also talk about these spiritual things, but the philosophy
contained in the Holy Qur‘an is far more rational, meaningful and capable of standing
up to the test of time.

2. The Law and Commandments
The Holy Qur‘an is the Law for the Muslims. It lays down commandments for
worshipping Allah and contains numerous codes for the social and moral behaviour of
its followers. In this way, the Holy Qur‘an supersedes all previous Laws and privileges
given to earlier prophets. The commandments in the Holy Qur‘an clearly tell the
Muslims what to DO and what NOT to do.
The following are some commandments of the Holy Qur‘an which instruct believers to
perform:
 worship One God (2:22)
 pray to the Lord in humility and in secret (7:56)


observe the Daily Prayer (2:44)

 enjoin Prayer on your household (20:133)
 keep the fasts during the month of Ramadhan (2:184)
 pay the Zakat (2:44)
 spend secretly and openly (14: 32)
 perform the pilgrimage (2:197)
 perform ablution before the Prayer (5:7)
 obey God and His prophets and those in authority among you (4:60)
 ask forgiveness of God (4:107)
 seek refuge with God from Satan, the cursed (16:99)
 be patient (3:201)
 follow the way of Hadhrat Ibrahimas (16:124)
 strive in the way of God (2:191)
 vie with one another in good works (2:149)
 eat of the good and pure things (2:173)
 give the orphans their due (4:3)
 make peace between the parties that fight each other
(49:10)
 call the people to their Lord with wisdom and exhortation
(16:126)
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 fulfill the covenants (16:92)
 discharge the trusts (4:59)
 observe justice (4:136)
 keep the oaths and fulfill the promises (5:2), (5:90)
 be good to others (16:91)
 be good to the parents (2:84)
 look after the kinsman, the poor and the wayfarer (2:84)
 give full measure and full weight (7:86)
 guard your chastity (24:31)
 face the Sacred Mosque during the Prayer (2:150)
 seek help through perseverance and Prayer (2:154)
 give the women their dowries (4:5)
 greet each other with a greeting (4:87)
 invoke blessings on the Prophet (3:57)
 keep silent when the Qur‘an is recited (7:205)
Similarly, there are some commandments in the Holy Qur‘an which prohibit or forbid
the Muslims from performing bad deeds, such as:
 associating any other deity with God (2:23)
 reviling other people's deities (6:109)
 making friends with people with whom God is angry (60:14)
 killing other people (2:105)
 stealing other people's property (5:39)
 devouring the property of the orphan (17:35)
 eating certain forbidden foods (2:174), (5:4)
 consuming alcoholic drinks (5:91)
 giving false testimony (2:284)
 taking interest (3:131)
 uttering unseemly speech in public (4:149)
 indecency and manifest evil (16:91)
 gambling (5:91)
 marrying idolatrous people (2:222)
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 entering homes before asking for permission (24:28)
 spreading disorder in the earth (7:57)
 letting one people deride another people (49:12)
 becoming disdainfully proud (17:38)
 becoming divided (3:106)
 exceeding the limits in the matter of religion (4:172)
 using compulsion in the religion (2:257)………………
 being suspicious, spying and backbiting (49:13)
 following the footsteps of Satan (24:22)
 killing children for fear of poverty (17:32)
Besides the above mentioned DO's and DON'Ts, there are many other
commandments in the Holy Qur‘an which control the institutions of marriage, divorce,
inheritance and fighting.
All Muslims are supposed to follow these commandments. The willful disobedience of
any of these commandments is sinful and punished by Allah. The violation of some of
the social commandments can even be punishable by society.

3. Historical Accounts
The Holy Qur‘an contains historical accounts of many earlier prophets and peoples.
The purpose of narrating these stories is to show mankind how loving and faithful God
can be to His true servants and chosen people and also how utterly destructive His
wrath can be upon those who disregard His Commands.
The various prophets whose lives are narrated in the Holy Qur‘an include Hadhrat
Hadhrat Ibrahimas, Hadhrat Yusufas, Hadhrat Musaas and Hadhrat `Isaas, among
others. Some of the earlier peoples that are mentioned in the Holy Qur‘an include,
among others:








People of `Aad to whom Hadhrat Hoodas was sent
People of Thamood to whom Hadhrat Salehas was sent
People of Midian to whom Hadhrat Shoaibas was sent
People of the Wood
People of the Hijr
People of Tubba
People of the Elephant

Many Surahs of the Holy Qur‘an are named after the Prophets such as Younas, Hood,
Yousaf, Ibrahim, Luqman, Muhammad, and Nooh. These Surahs, however, are not
exclusively devoted to the accounts of these prophets but also contain other narratives
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and commandments. The only Surah that is entirely devoted to the account of one
prophet is Surah Yousaf.
The Holy Qur‘an also gives an account of many incidents that took place during the life
of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa. However, not many generations of the Holy
Prophetsa are mentioned by name. The only two persons whose names appear in the
Holy Qur‘an are Zayd, the freed slave and adopted son of the Prophetsa and Abu
Lahab, an uncle and arch enemy of his. Zayd's name is found in Surah Al-Ahzab,
verse 38, and Abu Lahab's name is found in Surah Lahab, the 111 th Chapter of the
Holy Qur‘an. The Prophet'ssa own name, Muhammad, is mentioned only four times in
the Holy Qur‘an. At all other places he is referred to as the Prophet, the Messenger,
and the Warner or by some other similar titles.

4. The Book of Wisdom
Most important of all, the Holy Qur‘an is the Book of Wisdom. Any person can benefit
from this treasure of God's Wisdom, whether he is a Muslim or not. Given below, are
some samplings of this wisdom:
 "A kind word and forgiveness are better than charity followed by injury " (2:264)
 "God burdens no soul beyond its capacity" (2:287)
 "Man is created of haste" (21:38)
 "If God helps you, none can overcome you; but if He forsakes you, then who is
there who can help you beside Him" (3:161)
 "No soul that bears a burden shall bear the burden of another" (53:39)
 "Man will have nothing but what he strives for" (53:40)
 "If you keep away from more grievous of the things which are forbidden to you,
God will remove from you your minor evils" (4:32)
 "And if you try to count the favours of God, you will not be able to count them"
(14:35)
 "And We created not the heaven and the earth and all that is between the two, in
sport" (21:17)
 "God cannot be questioned for what He does" (21:24)
 "O children of Adam, We have given you garments to cover your nakedness... but
the garment of piety is the best of all garments" (7:27)
 "God deprives no people of the favours, until they change their own condition"
(8:54)
 "And how many a Sign is there in the heavens and the earth, which they pass by,
turning away from it" (12:106)
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 "Those who prefer the life of the present world to that of the next, and hinder men
from the way of God, and seek to make it crooked, have fallen into deepest error"
(14:4)
 "Verily, he truly prospers who purifies himself" (87:15)
 "You prefer the life of this world, whereas the Hereafter is better and everlasting"
(87:17 18)
 "We have surely created man to (face) hardships" (90:5)
 "Surely, man is ungrateful to His Lord; and surely, he is very keen for the love of
wealth" (100:79)
 "Mutual rivalry in seeking worldly gains, diverts you from God" (102:2)
 "Wherever you may be, death will overtake you, even if you be in strongly built
forts" (4:79)
 "And know that your possessions and your children are but a trial and that it is God
with Whom there is a great reward" (8:29)
 "Certainly, God wrongs not men at all, but men wrong their own souls" (10:45)
 "Wealth and children are an ornament of the life of this world. But lasting good
works are better in the sight of thy Lord" (18:47)
 "If the ocean became ink for the words of my Lord, surely, the ocean would be
exhausted before the words of my Lord came to an end" (18:110)
 "And God increases in guidance those who follow guidance" (19:77)
 "Every soul shall taste of death" (21:36)
 "Is not God sufficient for His servant?" (39:37)
 "Man does not tire of praying for good; but if evil befalls him, he despairs, giving up
all hope" (41:50)
 "When we bestow a favour on man, he goes away, turning aside; but when evil
befalls him, behold! he starts offering long prayers" (41:52)
 "Verily, the most honourable among you, in the sight of God, is he who is the most
righteous among you" (49:14)
 "It is most hateful in the sight of God that you should say what you do not do"
(61:4)
 "God will soon bring about ease after hardship" (65:8)
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 "Verily, getting up at night is the most potent means of subduing the self and most
effective in respect of words of prayer" (73:7)
 "It is for Us to give life and death; and it is We Who are the sole inheritor" (15:24)
 "And call not any other beside God. There is no god but He; everything else will
perish. His is the Judgment, and unto Him shall you return" (28:89)
 "Among His signs are the creation of the heavens and the earth, and the diversities
of your tongues and your colours. In that indeed are signs for those who ponder"
(30:23)
And, in the context of earlier generations of people:
 "Those are a people that have passed away; for them is what they earned, and for
you shall be what you earn and you shall not be questioned as to what they did."
(2:142)

5. Prophecies of the Holy Qur‟an
The Qur‘an contains numerous prophecies which cover a wide span of time. Some of
these prophecies were realized within days of the original revelation while others took
months or years, as was the plan of Allah. Many were fulfilled after the death of the
Holy Prophetsa and some relate to events, inventions and discoveries of the present
day. Some of the prophecies even concern events of the distant future, up to the Day
of Judgment. As Allah says in the Holy Qur'an, "For every prophecy there is a fixed
time" (6:68).
Given below, are some of the prophecies as examples:
1. When the Holy Prophetsa was leaving Makkah at the time of Al-Hijrah, he received
the revelation:
"He Who has made the Qur‘an binding on thee will most surely bring thee back
to thy birth place" (28:86)
This prophecy was eventually fulfilled with the conquest of Makkah and the
victorious return of the Holy Prophetsa.
2. In the year 622 A.D, Chosroe's armies gained victories against Heraclius, the
Emperor of Rome. The Iranians had taken control of Syria, Palestine, Egypt and
Asia Minor and their armies reached within ten miles of the city of Constantinople.
The people of Makkah rejoiced at this victory of the fire worshipers of Iran against
the People of the Book. At this time the Holy Prophet sa received the following
revelation:
"The Romans have been defeated in the land nearby, And they, after their
defeat, will be victorious in a few years; The dominion belongs to God, before
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and after, And on that day the believers will rejoice over the help of God"
(30:36)
This prophecy of Surah Room was fulfilled in a few years when the Romans
defeated the Iranian armies and recovered their lost territories. This victory of the
Romans also coincided with the victory of the Muslims at Badr and thus the second
part of the prophecy, that the Muslims will rejoice that day, was also fulfilled.
3. In Surah Ar-Rahman, there is a prophecy:
"He has made the two bodies of water to flow. They will one day meet. Between
them there is a barrier which they cannot surmount... There come out from both
of them pearls and coral"(55:20.23)
This prophecy was fulfilled with the construction of Suez and Panama Canals in
1869 and 1914 respectively. The Suez Canal joined the Red Sea with the
Mediterranean and the Panama Canal joined the Atlantic with the Pacific Ocean.
4. In Surah Al-Hijr there is a prophecy concerning the safeguarding of the Holy
Qur‘an:
"It is We Who have revealed the Exposition, and it Is We Who are its guardians"
(15:10)
The preservation of the Holy Qur‘an in its original form is a well known fact. God has
indeed guarded the Holy Qur‘an from any alteration, addition or omission. Of all the
revealed books in the world, the Holy Qur‘an is the only one which has remained
completely unchanged since it was first compiled, and the only one which Allah
Himself promised to protect.

Prayers in the Holy Qur’an
Besides the ritual Prayer called Salat, Muslims are enjoined to pray to their Lord for all
their spiritual and worldly needs. These silent prayers or supplications can be offered
at any time during the day and in any language convenient to the believer.
All prayers in Islam are addressed directly to Allah, without going through the agency
of any mediator. The Holy Qur‘an teaches its reader the proper words for prayer and
supplication. This is achieved by direct exhortations to the believers as well as by
examples of the prayers of earlier prophets and peoples.
The most well known and oft repeated prayer in the Holy Qur‘an is Surah Al-Fatiha,
the first Chapter of the Holy Qur‘an. This prayer is recited in all the daily ritual Prayers.
Following are some more prayers mentioned in the Holy Qur‘an:
27

[2:202] And of them there are some who say, 'Our Lord grant us good in this
world as well as good in the world to come, and save us from the torment of the
fire.
[3:9] 'Our Lord, let not our hearts become perverse after Thou hast guided us,
and bestow on us mercy from Thyself; surely Thou art the Great Bestower;

[20:115] Exalted then is Allah, the True King. And make no haste to recite the
Qur'an ere its revelation is completed unto thee, but only say, 'Lord, bestow on
me increase of knowledge.'

[25:75] And those who say, 'Our Lord, grant us of our wives and children the
delight of our eyes, and make us a model for the righteous.'

When Adam and Eve disobeyed God, they asked for forgiveness from their Lord,
praying:
[7:24] They said, 'Our Lord, we have wronged ourselves and if Thou forgive us not and
have not mercy on us, we shall surely be of the losers.'
When the Prophet Noah (as) embarked on his Ark, he prayed:
[11:42] And he said, 'Embark therein. In the name of Allah, be its course and its mooring.
My Lord is assuredly Most Forgiving, Merciful.'
[23:30] And when thou dost disembark from the Ark say, My Lord, cause me to land a
blessed landing, for Thou art the Best of those who bring people to land.'
The following are the prayers of Hadhrat Ibrahim as which he said for himself and his
progeny:
[2:129] 'Our Lord, make us both submissive to Thee and make of our offspring a people
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submissive to Thee. And show us our ways of worship and turn to us with mercy; for thou
art Oft-Returning with compassion, and art Merciful.
[14:41] 'My Lord make me constant in observing Prayer, and my children too. Our Lord!
bestow thy grace on me and accept my prayer,
[14:42] 'Our Lord, forgive me and my parents and the believers on the day when the
reckoning will take place.'
[60:6] 'Our Lord, make us not a trial for those who disbelieve, and forgive us, our Lord;
for, Thou alone art Mighty, the Wise.'
The following is the prayer of Prophet Mosesas when he was commanded by God to
take the message to the Pharaoh:
[20:26] Moses said, 'My Lord, expand for me my breast;
[20:27] 'And make my task easy for me;
[20:28] 'And loose the knot from my tongue,
[20:29] 'That they may understand my speech;
[20:30] 'And grant me an assistant from my family [20:31] 'Haron, my brother;
The following are some of the Holy Prophet‘s Muhammadsa prayers mentioned in the
Holy Qur‘an:
[23:98] And say, 'My Lord, I seek refuge in Thee from the incitements of the evil ones;
[23:99] 'And I seek refuge in Thee, my Lord, lest they should come near me.'
[23:119] And say, 'My Lord, forgive and have mercy, and Thou art the Best of those
who show mercy.'
[25:66] And who say, 'Our Lord, avert from us the punishment of Hell; for the
punishment thereof is a most vehement torment,
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EXERCISE

3

Answer the following questions on a separate sheet.
1. What is much of the Holy Qur‘an about?
2. Braodly speaking, what 5 categories does the Holy Qur‘an fall into?
3. Name 5 attributes of Allah, and indicate where they are mentioned in the Holy
Qur‘an.
4. Explain the following commandment of the Holy Qur‘an in a paragraph:
―keep the oaths and fulfill the promises‖ (5:2), (5:90)
5. Research, from the Holy Qur‘an, some foods that are forbidden.
6. Name 5 verses of the Holy Qur‘an which show that it is a Book of Wisdom.
7. Research a prophecy that was mentioned in the Holy Qur‘an and has been fulfilled in
our time.
8. Which verse of the Holy Qur‘an enjoins Muslims to be kind to their parents?
9. What purpose do prayers have in a Muslim‘s life?

30

RULES for CORRECT RECITATION of
THE HOLY QUR’AN

31

32

33

34

35

36

Surah Al-Fatiha
Part-1

Chapter-1

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.

All praise belongs to Allah Lord of all Worlds.

The Gracious the Merciful;

Master of the Day of Judgment.

You alone do we worship and You alone do we beseech for help.

Guide us to the right path

The path of those upon whom You have bestowed your blessings,

not of those who have incurred Your displeasure, nor of those who have gone
astray
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Commentary of Surah Al-Fatiha
This Surah was revealed at Makkah, and from the very beginning formed part of the
Muslim Prayer. It contains all the knowledge that has a bearing on man‘s moral and
spiritual development.
The best-known title of this short Surah is Fatihat al-Kitab, (opening chapter of the
book). Al-Salat, Al-Hamd, Umm Al-Qur`an, Al-Qur`an al-Azim, Umm al-Kitab, Al-Shifa,
Al-Ruqyah and Al-Kanz are some other names given to this surah. It forms a complete
and perfect prayer.
It teaches that the relation of God to man is one of grace and mercy.
The Chapter must be repeated in every Rak‘at of prayer.
It is not only a prayer to ward-off spiritual diseases but also provides protection
against Satan and his followers and strengthens the heart of man against them.
Hence this surah is a storehouse of knowledge.
The Holy Prophet(sa) is reported to have said that Surah Al-Fatiha is the most
important Chapter of the Qur‘an (Bukhari). It starts with a description of the primary
attributes of Allah and of the relation between God and man.
The four principal Divine attributes, Rabb (Creator, Sustainer and Developer),
Rahman (Gracious), Rahim (Merciful) and Malikiu Yaum al-Din (Master of the
Day of Judgment) signify that after having created man, Allahtala blessed him
with the best natural capabilities and provided the means and material needed
for his physical, social, moral and spiritual development.
Man has been created for the worship of Allah and the attainment of His
nearness and that he constantly needs His help for the fulfillment of this
supreme objective.
The prayer teaches that man should always seek the help of God that Allah Ta`ala
may provide him with the means required for success in this life and in the life to
come. He should derive inspirations from those noble and great souls of the past, that
like them Allah should open up for him also avenues of unlimited moral and spiritual
progress. Finally, he is taught to remain always on this path and constantly to seek
Allah‘s protection against any possible separation from Him.
Al-Rahman (The Gracious) and Al-Rahim (The Merciful) are both derived from the
same root meaning he shows mercy: he is kind and good, he forgives.
The word Al-Rahman indicates ―mercy comprehending the entire universe.‖
The word Al-Rahim stands for ―mercy limited in its scope but repeatedly
shown.‖
Al-Rahman is one who shows mercy graciously as well as widely to all creation
without regard to effort or work.
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Al-Rahim is one who shows mercy in response to, and as a result of, the
actions of man or after being asked, but shows it generously and repeatedly.
Allah‘s attribute Al-Rahman provides man with material for his works in this life,
and His attribute Al-Rahim brings about results in the life to come.
This shows that Al-Rahman is the Bestower of gifts which comes with our birth
while A-Rahim is the Giver of blessings which follow our deeds as their reward.
The word Rabb means:
he increases, develops, improves and completes the matter, he sustains and
looks after.
Thus Rabb means, (a) Lord, Master, Creator; (b) One who sustains and develops; (c)
One who brings to perfection by degrees.
The word Al-Alamin is not used to indicate rational beings – men and angels – only.
The Qur`an applies it to all created things. It is used in its widest sense and signifies
‗all that is besides Allah, i.e., animate and inanimate things including:
heavenly bodies – the sun, the moon,
the stars, etc.
God is worthy of praise at all times, independently of man‘s imperfect knowledge or
understanding. God alone has the right to bestow true praise. It signifies that all true
praise and every kind of praise in its perfection are due to Allah alone. Rabb al- Alamin
implies that God develops everything from a lower to a higher stage.
Maalik means Master, or one who possesses the right of ownership over a thing and
has the power to deal with it as He likes. It refers to the Master who has the power to
forgive and who will punish only where punishment is absolutely necessary.
Thus the four attributes of Allah Ta`ala mentioned in the Surah are:
1. Lord of all the worlds,
2. Gracious,
3. Merciful and
4. Master of the Day of Judgment
After man becomes aware of Allah‘s great attributes, his first desire is to worship Him.
Man wishes to worship Allah but he finds that for doing so he needs His help.
The believer prays for being shown the straight path-the shortest path. Even being led
up to it, he needs to go on following it till he reaches the destination. He sets his goal
much higher and tries to attain a position in which Allah Ta`ala begins to bestow His
special favors upon His servants. He strives hard and prays to be included among
Allah‘s ―favored ones‖ and to become one of them. He implores Allah to bestow the
highest spiritual favor upon him. The prayer covers the entire field of man‘s needsmaterial and spiritual, present and future.
Surah Fatiha is divided into two halves. The first half pertains to Allah, the second to
man, and the different parts of each portion are in contact to one another in a
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remarkable manner. This is a wonderful store house of spiritual knowledge and rightly
called ―Mother of the Book‖ as is the very essence of the Qur‘an. The theme of this
chapter is constantly repeated in one form or another in the main body of the Holy
book.

Exercise

4

Write down senerios from your daily life when you realize you are reflecting the
attributes of Al-Rahman and / or Al-Rahim of Allah in dealing with fellow human
beings.
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10 CHAPTERS OF THE HOLY QUR’AN
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Surah Al-Teen
Surah Al-Alaq
Surah Al-Qadar
Surah Al-Bayinnah
Surah Al-Zilzal
Surah Al-Aadiyat
Commentary of Surah Al-`Aadiyat
7. Surah Al-Qar’iah
Commentary of Surah Al-Qar’iah
8. Surah Al-Takathur
Commentary of Surah Al-Takathur
9. Surah Al-Asr
Commentary of Surah Al-`Asr
10. Surah Al-Hamaza
Commentary of Surah Al-Hamaza
Note: First seventeen verses of Surah Al-baqarah are also part of the curriculum. They
are not included in this package; however the book ‘Basics of Religious Education’
can be refered to cover this part of the Holy Qur’an.
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Surah Al-Teen
Part-30

Chapter-95

`
In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.

By the Fig and the Olive,

And Mount Sinai,

And this Town of Security

Surely, We have created man in the best make;

Then, when he does evil deeds, We degrade him as the lowest of the low,

Save those who believe and do good works; so for them is an unfailing reward.

Then what is there to give the lie to thee after this, with regard to the judgment?

Is not Allah the Most Just of judges?
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Surah Al-`Alaq
Part-30

Chapter-96

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.

Proclaim thou in the name of thy Lord Who created,

Created man from a clot of blood.

Proclaim! And thy Lord is the Most Bounteous,

Who taught by the pen,

Taught man what he knew not.

Nay! Man, indeed, transgresses,

Because he thinks himself to be independent.

Surely, unto thy Lord is the return.

Has thou seen him who forbids

A servant of Ours when he prays?
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Tell me if Our servant follows the guidance,

Or enjoins righteousness.

And tell me if the forbidder rejects the truth and turns his back on it. How shall
he fare?

Does he not know that Allah sees all?

Nay, if he desist not, We will assuredly, seize and drag him by the forelock-

A forelock, lying, sinful.

Then let him call his associates.

We, too, will call Our angels of punishment.

Nay, yield thou not to him, but prostrate thyself and draw near to Allah.

44

Surah Al-Qadar
Part-30

Chapter-97

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.

Surely, We sent it down during the Night of Decree.

And what shall make thee know what the Night of Decree is?

The Night of Decree is better than a thousand months.

Therein descend angels and the Spirit by the command of their Lord with
Divine decree concerning every matter.

It is all peace till the rising of the dawn.
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Surah Al-Bayyinah
Part-30

Chapter-98

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.

Those, who disbelieve from among the People of the Book and the idolaters,
would not desist from disbelief until there should come to them the clear
evidence -

A messenger from Allah, reciting unto them the pure Scriptures,

Wherein are lasting commandments.

And those to whom the Book was given did not become divided until after clear
evidence had come to them.

And they were not commanded but to serve Allah, being sincere to Him in
obedience, and being upright, and to observe Prayer and pay Zakat. And that
is the right religion.

Verily, those who disbelieve from among the people of the Book and the
idolaters will be in the Fire of Hell, abiding therein. They are the worst of
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creatures.

Verily, those who believe and do righteous deeds – they are the best of
creatures.

Their reward is with their Lord – Gardens of Eternity, through which streams
flow; they will abide therein forever. Allah is well-pleased with them and they
are well-pleased with Him. That is for him who fears his Lord.
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Surah Al-Zilzal
Part-30

Chapter-99

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.

When the earth is shaken with her violent shaking,

And the earth throws up her burdens,

And man says, ‗What is the matter with her?‘

On that day she will tell her news,

For, thy Lord will have commanded her.

On that day will men issue forth in scattered groups that they may be shown
the results of their works.

Then whoso does an atom‘s weight of good will see it,

And whoso does an atom‘s weight of evil will also see it.
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Surah Al-`Aadiyat
Part-30

Chapter-100

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.
By the snorting charges
Which strike sparks of fire with their hoofs,
Making raids at dawn,
And raising clouds of dust thereby,

And thus penetrate into the centre of the enemy ranks.
Surely man is ungrateful to his Lord.

And, surely, he bears witness to it by his conduct.

And, surely, he is passionate in his love for wealth.

Does not such a one know that when those in the graves are raised,

And that which is hidden in the chests is brought forth,

Surely, their Lord will, on that day, be fully aware of them.
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Commentary of Surah Al-`Aadiyat
In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.
This Surah was revealed to the Holy Prophetsa in Makkah. It has twelve verses
including Tasmia.
This Surah deals with the zeal and enthusiasm of the Companions of the Holy
Prophetsa and tells about the great sacrifices they made and the battles they fought
against heavy odds in the way of God. They are very dear to God and will be well
rewarded.
In this Surah we are told about the enthusiasm with which the Companions of the Holy
Prophet used to go to battles waged for upholding the message of Islam. They were
ready to lay down their lives in the way of God; they fought to get victory or to get
martyrdom.
Some of the characteristics of Muslim Warriors described in this Surah are:
They fought very bravely and swiftly and were ready to sacrifice their lives.
They were enthusiastic to fight in the way of God.
They did not take advantage of the enemies by attacking them at night.
They attack the enemy forces openly and penetrate deep into their ranks.
They do not use underhanded means or attack individuals, weak helpless
women, children or old men.
The disbelievers are ungrateful and instead of accepting the message delivered for
their salvation, they battle against the carriers of that message. Their fight is for the
purpose of obtaining more wealth and power.
As opposed to the believers, the enemies of Islam use evil designs and schemes and
underhand means to harm the Holy Prophetsa and his companions. Allah, aware of
their ways, will punish them for their evil deeds and bring their evil designs to light.
This Surah also refers to the constant war that the righteous believers have to wage
against their evil passions and capabilities, and to the heavenly reward they receive on
being victorious in that war.
The Surah further tells that man is very ungrateful and his conduct testifies it. The
people who disbelieve and spend their lives in acquiring power and wealth will find it
useless when their end draws near. Allah is well aware of what is in the hearts of men
and will reward them according to their intentions.
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EXERCISE

5

Answer the following questions:
1. Write down a hadith of the Holy Prophetsa in which we are told of the high status
of martyrs.
2. Write a paragraph about the life of Shahzada Abdul Latif Sahib ra of Afghanistan.
Explain how he was martyred. (HINT: Refer to the book by the Promised
Messiahas entitled, Tadhkiratu-Shahadatain).
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Surah Al-Qaari’ah
Part-30

Chapter-101

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.
The Great Calamity!
What is the Great Calamity?

And what should make thee know what the Great Calamity is?

The day when men will be like scattered moths,

And the mountains will be like carded wool.

Then, as for him whose scales are heavy.

He will have a pleasant life.

But as for him whose scales are light,

Hell will be a nursing mother to him.

And what should make thee know what that is?
It is a blazing Fire.
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Commentary of Surah Al-Qari’ah
In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.
This Surah was revealed in Makkah and consists of twelve verses including Tasmia. It
gives a description of the calamity that would be so disastrous or devastating that no
one will be able to conceive, understand or describe its dreadfulness and magnitude.
The Surah applies to the Day of Judgment, because that would be the biggest
calamity and disaster for the disbelievers. On that day man‘s position would be less
than a moth and he would be scattered like flakes of carded wool and would not find
refuge anywhere. That would be the day of accountability, when man would be asked
about his actions and deeds. The people for whom the scales of good deeds would be
heavier will have a pleasant life, while those whose scales have more bad deeds will
be pushed in the fires of Hell.
The Surah also refers to the situation of the Latter Days. It gives an account of the
destruction, confusion, turmoil and ruin that would be sudden and violent and would
shake the foundations of the world.
When applied to the Latter Days, the disaster referred to in the Surah is that of
destructive wars. The wars between different nations would cause chaos, confusion
and distress; they will scatter people in disorder and they will find no refuge. When
seen in relation to the big powers of the world, they would also suffer damage and
loss. The nations who possess more material resources and weapons would be
victorious over their enemies whose means and resources are of lesser scale. Their
victory will add to their prestige and happiness.

EXERCISE

6

Prepare an essay on how one can be safeguarded from the turmoil, materialist nature
of the world in which we reside. Include references from the Holy Qur‘an.
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Surah Al-Takathur
Part-30

Chapter-102

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.

Mutual rivalry in seeking increase in worldly possessions diverts you from God

Till you reach the graves.

Nay! You will soon come to know the Truth.

Nay Again! You will soon come to know the Truth.

Nay! If you only knew with certain knowledge:

You will surely see Hell in this very life.

Aye, you will surely see it with the eye of certainty Hereafter.

Then, on that day you shall be called to account for the favours bestowed upon
you.
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Commentary of Surah Al-Takathur
In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.
This Surah is one of the earliest Surahs to be revealed in Makkah.
The Surah deals with the factors that divert man‘s attention away from God. It deals
with a very common but harmful vice of competing with each other in possession of
worldly goods and taking pride in their abundance.
It is a very common trait of man that not only does he want to acquire wealth, power
and prestige; he also wants to surpass others in acquiring it. This passion or
obsession of getting worldly things knows no limit and takes man away from higher
values of life and diverts their attention from thinking about God or the Hereafter. He
remains busy in the worldly pursuits until death comes upon him, and then he finds
that he had wasted his entire life in idle and worthless pursuits.
Then he will surely see the Truth and witness his loss and the torments of the fire of
Hell. If man had used the sense and knowledge he possesses he would have seen the
moral ruin that the engrossment in pursuit of wealth, power and material benefits bring
upon him.
The Hell of the hereafter is being prepared in this life. The last verses of the Surah tell
about the three stages of certainty of human knowledge with regard to Hell.
A person can see Hell by reasoning or drawing conclusions by reflecting on
the nature of evil. When a person approaches his end, he gets the
knowledge of certainty of Hell and the punishment that awaits him.
After death man will see Hell with his own eyes; this is the second level or
the certainty by sight and witnessing.
On the Day of Resurrection he will have a full realization of the truth of
certainty by actually entering into Hell.
Man would then be made accountable for the favours that were bestowed on him and
his actions; he would be questioned about what he gained out of acquiring all the
material advantages and by drifting away from Allah.
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EXERCISE

7

Reflect on the following hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa, narrated by Sahl

bin Sa'd (ra):
I heard Ibn Az-Zubair who was on the pulpit at Makkah, delivering a sermon, saying,
"O men! The Prophetsa used to say, “If the son of Adam were given a valley full of gold,
he would love to have a second one; and if he were given the second one, he would
love to have a third, for nothing fills the belly of Adam's son except dust. And Allah
forgives he who repents to Him."
What does it teach us? Instead of wealth, what should we try to surpass everyone else
in? Find a Qura`nic verse or a hadith related to excelling each other in good deeds.
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Surah Al-`Asr
Part-30

Chapter-103

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.

By the Time

Surely man is ever in a state of loss

Except those who believe and do righteous deeds and exhort one another to
preach Truth and exhort one another to be steadfast.
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Commentary of Surah Al-`Asr
In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.
This Surah was revealed to the Holy Prophetsa in Makkah in the early years of
prophethood. It consists of four verses including Bismillah.
This Surah tells that a purposeless life without any good ideals to follow goes wasted
and that material prosperity and gains cannot save people if they do not possess faith
and do not lead pure and righteous lives. Time and history are a witness to this reality.
It is the testimony of history that the individuals and nations that do not avail the
opportunities of moral reform and defy the messengers and prophets of Allah come to
a sad end. The disbelievers believe that their worldly status and wealth will never
decline and will immortalize them but they are mistaken, as they will end up losing all
they earned in this world.
Those who believe in Allah‘s teachings and do righteous deeds and also preach these
good principles and right ideals to others; those who practice truthfulness and remain
steadfast in adverse and prosperous times are the ones who will be successful.
In this Surah, Allah has emphasized the believers to follow His Word and do righteous
deeds and also to spread and propagate the message to others. The believers are
further enjoined to remain steadfast in the face of opposition and persecution and
carry out their duty with patience and fortitude.

EXERCISE

8

Research Assinment:
It is our duty as Ahmadies to guide the rest of the world towards Ahmadiyyat, the real
Islam and inform them of the advent of the Promised Messiah as. How can a student
studying in the West spread the message of Islam to the world? (Limit your answer to
one page).
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Surah Al-Humazah
Part-30

Chapter-104

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.

Woe to every backbiter, slanderer,

Who amasses wealth and counts it over and over.

He thinks that his wealth will make him immortal.

Nay! He shall, surely, be cast into the crushing torment.

And what should make thee know what the crushing torment is?

It is Allah's kindled fire,

Which rises over the hearts.

It will be closed in on them

In outstretched columns.
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Commentary of Surah Al-Humazah
In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.
This Surah was revealed to the Holy Prophetsa in Makkah and consists of ten verses
including Tasmia.
In this Surah, mention is made of the dreadful
end of those disbelievers who, instead of
spending their collected wealth in promoting
good causes, indulge in finding fault with and in
slandering good and righteous believers.
The Surah tells about some of the bad qualities
that can destroy social peace and harmony.
Backbiting
Slandering
Hoarding money and miserliness
Backbiting means speaking ill of someone who is absent, and therefore is unable to
defend him or herself.
Slandering is speaking ill of others and soiling their reputation by falsehood and rumor.
The miser goes on earning wealth by all means, good or bad, amassing and collecting
it, taking pride in it and refraining from spending it on good causes. He thinks that the
wealth can immortalize him and save him from forgetfulness.
The disbelievers are mistaken and they will be made to suffer for spreading these
social vices. They will be made to experience Hutamah, a fire that destroys the good
and positive values and will also be made to feel the burning fire (rage) that will
consume their hearts.
The intensity of the fire would increase on witnessing the success and prosperity of the
believers. Their indulgence in bad habits and evil customs will not let them amend their
standards and values.
Hutamah can also be the raging fire of Hell by which the disbelievers will be punished.
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EXERCISE

9

1- Find out a hadith about backbiting and present it to the class.
Narrate three major bad impacts of doing backbiting on the
society.
2- Spending in the way of Allah is a very blessed deed and the
one who makes a sacrifice is rewarded abundantly by Allah.
By the grace of Allah, the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community is very active and takes
initiatives in making financial sacrifices, which are then used to help the needy
worldwide. Make a chart of all the obligatory chandas, like shown below:

Name of
Chanda

Initiated by
whome

Amount

Period of
Payment

Funds

(Monthly, Yearly
etc)
1

2

3

4

5

6

7
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Special Notes
Instructions for Religious Knowledge:
Please refer to the Curriculum document* and the Timelines*to discover the
bifurcation of the following two major topics:
1. Early Islamic history- Life of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
2. Life of the Promised Messiahas -Ahmadiyyat.
These two extensive topics are covered “halfway “in the previous Level (Level-3). The
division is as follows:

Early Islamic History- Life of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa:
From the beginning to “Migration to Medina” is covered in Level-3
Life in Medina, Ghazwat, the Demise of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa, his family and
his successors is covered in Level-4.

Life of the Promised Messiahas:
From the beginning to the demise of the Promised Messiahas, is covered in Level-3. The
introduction of the Successors and other Ahmadiyyat related topics is covered in Level4.
For any questions and concerns, please contact:
Email:
sundayschool@ahmadiyya.ca

*the Curriculum document and Timelines can be obtained from school’s central branch
by requesting through the above mentioned email.
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Life of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa
(Continuation from Level-3)

Life in Medina
Medina is an old town. It lies some two hundred miles north of Makkah across the
trade route between the Hijaz and Syria.
Cold in winter and hot in summer,
Medina has plenty of rain. It is a valley
dotted with hills. People lived there in
villages. Each tribe had its own village,
its own fort.
There were Jews and Pagans. Jews
had three tribes - Banu Nadhir, Banu
Quraiza and Banu Qainqa. The pagan
tribes were Aus and Khazraj. Jews were
smart traders. They held great power.
There had been plenty of trouble
between Jews and pagans. Jews
succeeded in dividing pagans, making
them fight among themselves. There was a big war between Aus and Khazraj. It is
called the war of Buas. The Banu Qainqa Jews aided the Khazraj and Banu Nadhir
and Banu Quraiza Jews helped the Aus. There was much killing. When both Aus and
Khazraj became exhausted, they realized their mistake and made peace. Abdullah bin
Ubayy bin Salul became their chief. It was at this time that Islam made its way into
Medina.
The Jews did not like the new religion. Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salul did not like the
Holy Prophet (sa). The Quraish were bitter enemies of Islam. The future of Medina
was in the hands of God. Muslims were no doubt comparatively safer in Medina than
they had been in Makkah. But security was yet far off. The drums of war could be
heard from a distance.
The Ansar treated the Muhajirs with great kindness. They gave them equal share in
their trade, in their gardens and in their crops. The Holy Prophetsa formed bonds of
brotherhood between two groups. One Ansari and one Muhajir were made brothers.
The Muhajirs started business and grew well off. They all lived as good Muslims loving
one another like real brothers.
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The Medina Pact

Next the Holy Prophetsa made a pact with the Jews and the other tribes of Medina. It
was agreed that both non-Muslims and Muslims should live peacefully. Both should
enjoy freedom of faith. Both would respect life and property. In all disputes, the Holy
Prophetsa was to be Judge. Nobody was to go to war without his consent. Parties to
the pact were to fight together against their enemies. Both agreed to defend Madina.
The Jews promised not to aid the Quraish or their friends.
Islam now had a state and a government. It had now a law and it had a head, the Holy
Prophetsa.

Makkans Prepare for War
The Quraish were furious because they failed in their conspiracy of killing the Holy
Prophetsa. His friends had found refuge in Madina. Islam had found a home. It had
found a following. They decided to fight and began to get ready. They made friends
with many tribes. They sent their agents all over Arabia to war against the Holy
Prophetsa. They wrote a letter to the people of Madina, which said:
"Fight Muhammad. At least turn him out of your town. Otherwise we will wage
war on you. Then we will slay all your men take away your women."
The Makkans also changed their normal caravan routes and took to routes lying
through areas around Madina and incited local tribes against Muslims. Muslims were
in great fear. They had to keep watch at night. Some were armed even when asleep.
The Holy Prophetsa would keep awake the whole night.
Almost a whole year went by in this manner. God then commanded Muslims to
prepare to meet force with force. They were few and the Quraish were many. They
were poor and the Quraish were rich. They were without friends. The Quraish had all
Arabia with them against Islam. But God promised them victory. For, they were not the
first to draw the sword. They had faith in the word of God and His great Prophet. They
had been forced out of their homes. They had lost everything. All they wanted was
peace. But the Quraish wanted their blood. Muslims were helpless. The Quraish were
active among the tribes.
The Holy Prophetsa was alert too. He took a very wise step to meet the enemy.
1. He sent out small scout parties to report on enemy movements in the territory.
2. He made treaties of friendship with tribes around Madina.
The Quraish were on a warpath. Their letter to the chiefs of Madina had not been
answered. They decided to attack Madina. First a small party of Makkans raided a
place three miles outside the town. It made off with some camels belonging to
Muslims.
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Exercise 1:
1. What were the realations like between Muslims and Jews at this time?
2. According to Islam, what pre-cautions are to be taken at times of war? (i.e how
should women, children, trees, animals etc. be treated?)
3. Quote a verse of the Holy Qur‘an which tells Muslims when they can and
cannot participate in war.

The First Battle of Islam – Badr

(622 A.D 2nd year after Hijra_Migration in Ramadhan)
This was the second year of the Hijrah (Prophet's
migration from Makkah). Muslims were commanded to
turn their faces to the K`aba, the Holy House at Makkah,
instead of Bait-ul-Muqaddus, the Holy Place in
Palestine. The Qibla (point of attention in prayer) was
thus changed. Also fasting was made compulsory
during the month of Ramadhan. The year is important
for other things too. For the first time in the city, courts
started functioning, hygienic measures were introduced,
lanes were widened and arrangements made to
promote literacy, laws regulated the rights and duties of
slaves, and people were enjoined to commit to writing
all civil contracts.
Yet another great thing happened during the year. Muslims and the Quraish fought
their first battle at Badr. The Holy Prophetsa learnt that the Quraish were on their way
to Madina with a big army. He started to meet the enemy far away from the town. He
also came to know that a big trade caravan of the Quraish was on its way to Makkah;
the Makkan army was there apparently to protect it. The Holy Prophetsa was prepared
as best as he could. But he had not many means for an armed conflict. He had not
many men either. Muslims were prepared to meet only the caravan. They were not in
a position to meet the Quraish army.
The Makkans had raised a big force. They had enlisted every
fighting man. Only two chiefs of the town were not
willing to join them. One was Abu Lahab, an uncle,
but a great enemy of the Holy Prophetsa. His sister
had a fearful dream. He was frightened on that
account. The other was Umaiyya bin Khalaf, another
bitter enemy of Islam. He greatly feared death. He
had learnt that Holy Prophetsa had predicted that he
would die in the battlefield. He knew the Holy
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Prophetsa spoke the truth but he was forced to join the army against his will.
Before the Holy Prophetsa took to the field, he wanted to know the mind of the
Muslims. The Muhajirs were eager to lay down their lives at his command. The Ansar
were no less willing. When asked, their chief, Saad bin Moaz, said:
"We are with you, wherever you go, O Prophet of Allah, if you tell us to jump in
the sea, by God, we will."
The Holy Prophetsa was highly pleased. He told them that Allah had promised him a
great victory. When they reached the valley of Badr, they found the enemy camp
already there. Its force numbered 1000. The Muslims numbered 313. The Quraish had
800 mounts, the Muslims only 30. 300 of the enemy had armour, of the Muslims only
two.
The follower of the Holy Prophetsa camped close to the enemy. A pavilion shaded the
Holy Prophetsa where he and Hadhrat Abu Bakrra spent the night together. The Holy
Prophetsa prayed throughout the night and the next day. It was the 17th of Ramadhan.
Soon after sunrise the enemy advanced. Some of them came to the spring to fetch
water. Muslims began to stop them. But the Holy Prophetsa said:
"No, let them have access to the water."
The Quraish sent out on `Umar bin Wahab to do scout duty. He went round the
Muslims on horseback. He returned to the Quraish in a state of panic. He said:
"O Quraish I did not see men on the mounts, I saw death riding on the backs of
camels."
This is how the Muslims appeared to him. The first of the enemy force to seek battle
were Utba, Shaiba and Walid. The Holy Prophetsa ordered Hamzara, Alira and
Ubaidahra to meet them. Hamzara and Alira killed all three. Ubaidara was fatally
wounded. Then the Quraish made a general attack. The Holy Prophet sa, who watched
from his tent, prayed thus:
"O Lord, make good Thy promise. If today this party of Muslims is wiped out,
there will be none left to worship Thee."
Abu Jahl was also praying. His prayer was:
"O God, if we are in the wrong then stone us from above or punish us
otherwise."

First Victory of Islam
Both were heard. The Muslims won, the Quraish lost the battle. Musilms fought with
great courage. Two Ansar youth rushed to the spot where Abu Jahl had taken his
68

position. In an instant they cut him down. The Holy Prophetsa then ordered a general
attack.
Muslims fell on the enemy like lightening. The Quraish fled. Seventy were taken
prisoner and as many lay dead. Among them were twenty four leading chiefs. Umaiyya
bin Khalaf was one of the casualties. Thus was cut off the root of Makkan strength.
The dead Quraish were buried in one pit. The Holy Prophet sa addressing the dead
enemy, said:
"Did you find true the promise God had made to you? Well, I found His promise
to me true."
Then he said:
"O ye who lie in the pit, you were bad relations of your Prophet. You rejected
me; others accepted me. You turned me out of my home; others gave me
shelter. You made war on me; others aided me."

Grief in Makkah
Only fourteen Muslims were slain in the battle. There was great joy in Madina. There
was great grief in Makkah. The star of the Holy Prophetsa was up. The name of the
Quraish was in the mud. They felt the disgrace keenly. They forbade all mourning and
pledged to wipe out their shame with revenge. Only then they would mourn their dead.
But many had lost their sons, many their brothers, many their fathers and many their
husbands. They could not bear the grief in silence for long. It is said that a man named
Aswad once heard a woman weep. He had lost two sons and a grandson in Badr. He
asked his servant to enquire if mourning had been permitted. He said if it was so, he
would like to cry.
"There is a fire burning inside me. I would love to weep to my heart's content."
The servant returned with the answer that a woman had lost her camel and was
therefore crying. Aswad was a poet. He at once uttered these lines:
"O woman, thou art weeping over the loss of a camel. Its grief is keeping thee
from sleep. If thou must weep, then weep over Badr where our luck failed us.
Aye, if thou must weep, then weep over my Adil and weep over my Harith, who
was a lion among lions."
Then there followed general mourning in Makkah. The only house that did not join was
that of Abu Sufiyan. His wife Hinda would not shed a tear. She had lost her father and
two brothers in Badr. She said,
"Tears cannot put out the fire of my grief, if they could, I would shed plenty."
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She wanted them to go to war against Muhammadsa. So did many others. Makkah
made ready for revenge. It was to be a great battle. They wanted to finish the Muslims!
So they made big preparations.
For the Muslims it was a great honour to have fought in Badr. Saad bin Abi Viqas
was one of them. Later, he founded Kufa. He was also governor of Iraq. He conquered
Iraq. He conquered Iran. He was young when he took part in the battle of Badr. He
died at the age of eighty. Before his death, he asked for the cloak he had worn at
Badr. He had kept it safe. He put it on when he was dying. He said he had saved it for
that day. He was buried in the same cloak.

Human Treatment to Enemy Prisoners of war

The Holy Prophetsa ordered that the enemy prisoners of war should be treated with
kindness. At that time prisoners of war were dealt with very cruelly. They were kept as
slaves and used as beasts. The Holy Prophetsa was the first man in history to give
prisoners of war humane treatment. He ordered that they should be set free on
payment of ransom. Some prisoners were asked to teach Muslims how to read and
write. This duty was to earn them their freedom.
Abbas, an uncle of the Holy Prophetsa, who had been forced to join the Makkan army,
was taken prisoner. He was bound up like the others. He felt pain and moaned at
night. The Holy Prophetsa felt very uneasy on that account. The Muslims noted this.
They at once loosened the bonds of Abbas. He felt at peace. When he did not moan
any more, the Holy Prophetsa knew the reason why. He ordered all the prisoners to be
treated alike. Soon the bonds of all were made loose.
Muslims were very good to the Quraish prisoners of war. They gave them food while
they had none for themselves. They gave them mounts while they walked on foot.

Exercise 2:
1. How does creating a single qibla serve to unify the Muslim
Ummah?
2. What was made compulsory in the second year of Hijrah? What
battle took place in this year?
3. In which words did the Holy Prophetsa pray when the enemy (many
times larger than the Muslim army) attacked?
4. Who was buried in the cloak that he wore at the battle of Badr?
5. Make a comparison chart contrasting how the prisoners of war were treated by
non-Muslims and how the Holy Prophetsa ordered the Muslims to treat these
prisoners.
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Madina Faces Threat of Invasion
Madina was again in great danger. A few days after the battle of Badr, the Banu Salim
and Banu Ghatfan tribes raised a big army at Qarqaratul Kadar to invade Madina. The
Holy Prophetsa set out with a party of his companions. When he reached the plain of
Qarqaratul Kadar, the enemy had dispersed.
Some two months later Abu Sufiyan entered the Madina
valley with two hundred armed Quraish. At night he met
Salam bin Mushkam, the chief of Banu Nadhir, the
Jewish tribe. He requested their help against the Holy
Prophetsa. The Jewish chief agreed. The next day, Abu
Sufiyan's party raided the valley of Ariz. He burnt down
some date-trees and a few huts. He killed two men and then
retired. He was chased by the Holy Prophetsa but he made off
in haste leaving behind many bags of barley porridge.
During this year, another great event took place. It was the marriage of Hadhrat
Fatimara, the daughter of the Holy Prophetsa. He loved her dearly. Hadhrat `Ali ra asked
for her hand at the insistence of Hadhrat Abu Bakrra and Hadhrat `Umarra. It was
granted. The marriage ceremony was a simple affair. Hadhrat Fatima ra‘s dowery was
made up of a few things - a head cover, a leather cushion, a bag and a grinding stone.
The Holy Prophetsa prayed for the couple thus:
"O Lord, bless them between themselves, bless them in their relations with
others and bless them in their generations."

The Jews on War
The Jews now were working, hand in glove, with the Quraish. The Banu Nadhir had
already promised them help. Now Banu Qainqa also started making trouble. In fact,
they were very much alarmed at the growing power of the Holy Prophet sa. The victory
of Badr had made them bitter. The Holy Prophetsa, however, treated them as People of
the book. He invited them to accept the new faith, proposing to them a get-together for
a free exchange of views on the subject. They were full of scorn. They told him that the
victory of Badr had turned his head. They said,
"You had to fight Quraish there. If you have to fight us, you would know."
The Holy Prophetsa remained calm. He also advised Muslims to remain calm. But the
Jewish leaders did not want peace. They made trouble every time. Once, a party of
them insulted a Muslim woman. She cried for help. A Muslim rushed to protect her. A
fight ensued. One Jew and one Muslim were killed. Soon there was a big riot. The
Holy Prophetsa hastened to the place. He advised peace and patience. But, as later
events showed, the Banu Qainqa were on the warpath. Mutual relations got stressed
and both parties were soon up in arms.
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After fifteen days the Jews sued for peace. They offered their properties to Muslims.
Only they begged that their lives be spared. The Holy Prophetsa agreed. The Banu
Qainqa then departed for Syria.
Ruqayyara, a daughter of the Holy Prophetsa, died this year. She had been married to
Hadhrat `Uthmanra. The Holy Prophetsa gave away in marriage to Hadhrat `Uthmanra
his other daughter, Ummi-Kalsoomra.
Again Banu Ghatfan raised an army to attack Madina. Before the enemy could march,
the Holy Prophetsa dashed to meet them. They again dispersed. A trade caravan of the
Quraish was on its way through Najaf. Zaid bin Harithra attacked it with a small party of
Muslims. Abu Sufiyan and Safvan, two Quraish chiefs, were leading the caravan. They
were so frightened that they made off at once leaving everything behind.
Now the third year of Hijra had begun. God blessed Hadhrat Fatimara and Hadhrat
Alira with a son. He was named Hassan. The Holy Prophetsa loved him dearly. He once
said,
"This child of mine is a great leader. Allah will make him one day the means of
peace between two parties of Muslims."

Makkans March on Madina - Battle of Uhud
(625 A.D; 3rd year after Hijra)

During the month of Ramadhan, the
Quraish marched on Madina with an army
of 3000 soldiers, with Abu Sufiyan as
their commander. They had two hundred
mounts and seven hundred armed men.
This army camped near Mount Uhud. The
Holy Prophetsa met the enemy with a
force of 700 men. He had only two
mounts and one hundred armed men.
Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salul deserted
along with his men. The Holy Prophetsa
camped at the foot of the hill. He put a
party of fifty under Abdullah bin Jabar to
guard the pass. He told them not to leave their posts until ordered. The two armies
came to blows. There was a great battle. Muslims fought without fear. They spread all
around. The Quraish were defeated. The field was soon clear of the enemy.

A Bloody Battle
The Muslims then started collecting the dead and the wounded and the spoils of war.
The men on guard duty at the pass left their posts to join them. Khalid bin Walid, a
Quraish General, saw from far that the pass was unguarded. He collected his men and
advancing from the pass made a surprise attack on Muslims.
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At the same time someone shouted that the enemy had also come up from behind.
Muslims were caught unaware. There was confusion and Hadhrat Hamza fell fighting
in the fray. Even the Holy Prophetsa was seriously wounded. Many Muslims were
killed. Only a few men remained around the Holy Prophet sa. Seeing this, the Quraish
got charged. The handful of Muslims guarding the Holy Prophetsa fought them with
mad courage.
It was said at this stage that the Holy Prophetsa had been slain. Some Muslims gave
up heart, others stood fast. A bitter fight raged for a time. The Holy Prophet sa stood
firm in the thick of the battle. He had with him, Hadhrat Abu Bakrra, Hadhrat Alira,
Hadhrat Omarra, Talhara, Saad bin Abi Viqasra, Zubairra, Abu Ubaida bin al-Jarrahra,
Abdul Dujanara and Zaid bin Sakanra.They sheilded him against all attacks. They
intercepted arrows aimed at the Holy Prophetsa. They received sword-cuts. But they
did not budge. Talhara lost his hand; the arrows fell so thick and fast on him. They
were aimed at the Holy Prophetsa's face. A woman, Umm-e-Amara stood guard with a
drawn sword. The Holy Prophetsa moved with his party to another pass. Khalid made
to attack it. He was driven back by Hahdrat `Umarra. Hadhrat Fatimara, Hadhrat
Aishara, and Umm-e-Salma were also present to attend the wounded.
Since it was rumoured that the Holy Prophetsa had died of enemy arrows, Abu Sufiyan
could not contain his joy. Climbing a cliff he called out,
"Where is Muhammad?"
The Muslims wanted to reply but the Holy Holy Prophetsa forbade them. Abu Sufiyan
felt greatly encouraged. He next asked if Hadhrat Abu Bakrra was alive? Again the
Muslims were forbidden to answer. He next asked if Hadhrat `Umarra was there. Since
there was no reply again, he felt certain that the Holy Prophetsa, Hadhrat Abu Bakrra
and Hadhrat `Umarra were all dead. Triumphantly he shouted:
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"Glory to Hubbal!”
Hubbal was the chief Makkan idol. The Holy Holy Prophetsa could not stand this insult
to Allah. Turning to his comrades he said,
"Why are you silent now? Say Allah, the Almighty, the Glorious".
The Muslims accordingly thundered back "Allah the Mighty, the Glorious!"
It was a highly crucial moment. Muslim force had been severely mauled and scattered.
The Makkans were in high spirits. They could be provoked to fresh assault. But the
Holy Holy Prophetsa could not care less; he was the Holy Prophetsa of Allah and could
not put up with an insult to Him. Before withdrawing, Abu Sufiyan said,
"We promise to give you battle next year in Badr."
The Holy Prophetsa accepted the challenge. The Quraish had mutilated the dead
bodies of Muslims. Hinda, the wife of Abu Sufiyan, had disfigured Hadhrat Hamza. The
Holy Prophetsa was deeply grieved at this. Some seventy Muslims lay dead. They
were all buried on the spot. There was not enough cloth to cover their bodies.
When the Holy Prophetsa went to Madina, he was received with great joy. The rumour
of his death has reached Madina. Muslims were relieved and happy to know he was
alive. An old Ansari lady had started for the battlefield when she heard of his death. On
the way she was told that her father had been killed. She asked,
"How is the Holy Prophet sa?"
Then someone told that her husband had been slain. She only wanted to know if the
Holy Prophetsa was safe. Next she was informed that her son had fallen in the battle.
All she said was,
"How is the Holy Prophet

sa

?"

When she saw the Holy Prophet sa, she exclaimed:
"All misfortunes are nothing if you are safe."
When the Quraish were half way to Makkah, they felt they had made a great mistake.
They thought they should have finished Madina for good. They decided to turn back.
The Holy Prophetsa came to know of this and prepared to meet them. He gathered his
men and set forth. This army camped at Hamra-al-Asad.
Maadaban, an Arab chief, met the Holy Prophetsa there. He was on his way to
Makkah. Next day he found the Quraish at Rauha. They were ready to march on
Madina. He warned Abu Sufiyan against this. He said he had seen the Holy Prophet sa
and his men. He assured him that he had never seen a more determined force. Abu
Sufiyan at once decided to march back home.
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The battle of Uhud taught Muslims a bitter lesson. If they had not left the pass,
complete victory would have been theirs.

Exercise 3:
1. Why was Madina in danger again? What did this lead to?
2. What are we taught from the simplicity with which the Holy Prophet sa sent his
beloved daughter, Hahdrat Fatima ra to her home after marriage?
3. Which daughter of the Holy Prophetsa passed away the third year after Hijra?
4. Who is Hadhrat Hassan the son of?
5. Who was Hubbal? And, why did Quraish chief shout his glory? What was the
Holy Prophetsa order at this insult?
6. Why did the Quraish decide to turn back?
7. Why did the Muslims lose the battle of Uhud? What does this teach us about
obedience to the Holy Prophetsa?
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Wine Forbidden, Women Honoured
It was soon after the battle of Uhad that the Holy Prophetsa
received a revelation in favour of women. God commanded
Muslims to give women a share in the property of their
parents, husbands, brothers and sons. Women had no
share in property anywhere else at the time.
The same year Muslims were forbidden to drink wine. When
this order was received, a man went around the city
proclaiming the prohibition. Abu Talha
Ansari sat drinking with a few friends.
When they heard the cry of the man, they
first wanted to make sure. One of the
parties said,
"Break the jars first and then make sure."
They did so at once; that wine flowed like water in the streets of
Madina that day.

Enemy Uses Foul Methods
Muslims continued to be great danger at this time. The outcome of the battle of Uhud
had turned many more tribes against them. Most of them got ready to attack Madina.
The Holy Prophetsa was very watchful. He met danger halfway whenever he heard a
tribe was preparing to march on Madina.
The tribes decided to use foul methods to finish the Muslims. The Banu Qara came
with a request to the Holy Prophetsa to send some Muslims with them to teach Islam.
The Banu Adl made a similar request. The Holy Prophetsa sent a party of Muslims with
the Qara tribesmen and another party with the Banu Adl. Both parties were
treacherously killed by these tribes. Only two men escaped. It was later known that
they were slain in a most cruel manner. But they remained steadfast untill the end.
They accepted death with good cheer. One Fahira, a servant of Hadhrat Abu Bakrra,
died with these words on his lips:
"By Allah, my wish is granted." His slayer was amazed. He became a Muslim later.
Another Muslim named Zaidra was put to death in Makkah. He had been sold to the
Quraish. Before he was murdered, Abu Sufiyan asked him,
"Would you not wish that Muhammad was here in your place?"
Zaid said,
"By God, I would not wish the Holy Prophetsa even as little harm as a scratch on
his foot by a thistle."
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Abu Sufiyan exclaimed,
"By God, I have never seen any one loving anybody more than Muhammad's
men love Muhammad."
The Holy Prophetsa was deeply grieved when he learnt of these terrible events. He
prayed long, begging God for His mercy and help.

Jews Prepare to Fight
Some elements of the Jewish community again started giving trouble. Banu Nadhir
made a plot to kill the Holy Prophetsa. They invited him to their place with thirty men.
They said they would have the same number of their own men there. They wanted to
know the truth. They said, they would accept Islam if it was the truth. Actually, they
had no such wish. They wanted to have the Holy Prophet sa at their place to kill him.
The plot became known to Muslims through a Jewish lady. The Holy Prophet sa asked
the Jews to make a new treaty. They refused. There was open fighting. The Jews lost
and sued for peace. They agreed to leave Madina and went away to Khaibar.
The Quraish army did not turn up at Badr as promised a year earlier. But the Holy
Prophetsa kept his word. He went with a small force and came back after camping out
for a week.
In the fourth year of Hijra another son was born to Hadhrat Fatimara and Hadhrat
Alira. He was named Hussain. The Holy Prophetsa was very fond of him. The same
year Hadhrat Alira's mother Fatima bin Asad died and the wife of Hadhrat Abu Talib.
This good lady had brought up the Holy Prophetsa like her own child. He was deeply
grieved at her death. When her body was laid down in the grave, he prayed,
"May God reward thee for being a mother to me. You were a good mother
indeed."
In the fifth year of Hijra, some tribes made trouble in Daumatul Jandal. They were
busy in loot and were a public danger. The Holy Prophetsa set out with a thousand
companions. He reached there after a fifteen day long journey. He found the
troublemakers had fled. There was peace there after that.
A famine raged in Makkah the same year. The Holy Prophetsa sent help to their poor.
Abu Sufiyan visited the Holy Prophetsa in Madina. He requested him to pray for the
end of the famine.
The Holy Prophetsa gave away in marriage to Zaid bin Harith, a freed slave, his own
cousin Zainab.

Jews and Muslims
The same year another army made ready to attack Madina. Banu Khaza and the
Muslims joined battle at Marisi. First the Holy Prophet sa invited them to peace. They
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answered back with an arrow. A general attack was ordered. Muslims surrounded the
enemy force. When the Banu Khaza found their retreat cut off, they sued for peace.
One Muslim was killed. Ten men of the enemy fell in the battlefield.

All Tribes Attack - Battle of Khandaq (the
Ditch) or Ahzaab (627 A.D; 5th year after Hijra)
The Jews who had left Madina were now free to make trouble. They visited the
Quraish and several other tribes. Soon they had them on their side. It was agreed to
mount an all-tribes attack on Muslims. A force twenty thousand strong took to the field
with Abu Sufiyan as their commander. When the news reached Madina, the Holy
Prophetsa decided to dig a ditch to make the city safe. The Holy Prophet sa and his
companions worked hard for many days together. During this period many went
without food. The Holy Prophetsa missed his meal for days.
One day during the prepration of the Ditch, Jabir bin Abdullah saw the Holy Prophetsa
in a very weak condition. He went home and asked his wife if she had any foodstuff.
She said that she had a goat and some barley. The goat was killed. She told Jabir to
bring meals to the Holy Prophetsa and a few friends. Jabir spoke to the Holy Prophetsa
privately. He invited him to dinner at his house, with a party of friends to share. The
Holy Prophetsa asked how much food he had. Jabir told him the position. The Holy
Prophetsa said, "That is a lot." Turning round he called out,
"O Ansar, O Muahjirs, come, Jabir has asked us to meals."
One thousand starving companions
followed him. The Holy Prophetsa asked
Jabir to hurry home and tell his wife not
to bake bread until he was there and not
to remove the meat-pot from the fire.
When the Holy Prophetsa reached Jabir's
house, he blessed the pot and the dough.
Then Jabir's wife started baking bread
with another woman to help. The Holy
Prophetsa started serving out meals. Jabir
said,
"I swear by God who holds my life in
His hands, all the people were satisfied
while my wife was still baking bread
and the meat-pot was still on the fire."

Madina Under Attack
The enemy attack on Madina was heavy.
Muslims were without means. They had no
rations. The Banu Qaraiza had also joined
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the enemy. But the Muslims fought back bravely. Many times the enemy tried to cross
the ditch but failed. The fight went on, growing fierce. The Muslims requested the Holy
Prophetsa to pray to Allah for help. And Allah did help.
They were in great trouble and pain. At night a dust storm blew out the campfire of the
enemy. It was considered a bad omen among the Quraish. Abu Sufiyan decided to
run. So did the others. Some time before dawn the Holy Prophet sa asked his
companions,
"Would any of you go and get news about the enemy?"
They were very weak because of hunger, cold and fatigue. They heard but did not
have the strength to answer. The Holy Prophetsa then called Hazifa bin Yaman. He
was shivering when he turned up. The Holy Prophet sa patted his head and asked him
to go and find all about the enemy. "Fear none!" said he.
Hazifa felt a new courage in him. He went and saw the Quraish preparing to decamp.
He reported this back to the Holy Prophetsa. The Holy Prophetsa was overjoyed. He
said it was all due to God's Grace.
"They will never dare take to the field against us again."
Saad bin Maazra, the great Ansar leader, was fatally wounded in this battle. Banu
Qaraiza, the Jewish tribe, had been secretly in league with the enemy during the
battle. They were required to defend Madina by the terms of the Treaty of Madina they
signed earlier. When required to explain their conduct, they prepared to fight and shut
themselves up in their forts. After twenty days they agreed to end the war, proposing
Saad bin Maaz as the judge. He decided against them. Their fighting men were put to
death under Mosaic Law. The rest were asked to leave Madina. Saad died soon after
this. The Holy Prophetsa was moved to tears at the death of this devoted companion.
Finally, in this fifth year of Hijra, Hajj (pilgrimage) became obligatory upon Muslims

Exercise 4:
1. What special rights were granted to Muslim women regarding property?
2. Narrate an incident which shows the deep love that the Muslims had for the
Holy Prophetsa.
3. The Promised Messiahas, Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad was a true follower of
the Holy Prophetsa. Many times Allah the Almighty showed similar signs of His
blessings that he did in the life of the Holy Prophetsa. Narrate an event in which
the Promised Messiahas felt that there was a shortage of food and he prayed
and Allah blessed the meal.
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The Holy Prophetsa decided to visit Makkah
As the sixth year of the Hijra set in, God said to the Prophetsa,
"Surely you will, God willing, enter the house of God safe."
There was great joy in Madina. The Muhajirs (refugees) hoped to return home soon.
But they wondered how? Would they have to go to war against Makkah? Or would the
Quraish give in peacefully? The Holy Prophetsa soon decided to pay a visit to Makkah.
He made his wish known to the local people. Agents were also sent to friendly tribe to
apprise them of his intentions. They were asked to accompany the Muslims to the
K`aba. He also made known the purpose of his visit. It was not war, he said, it was to
make Umrah, the lesser pilgrimage. He wanted non-Muslims to go with him too. The
idea was that his goodwill should be made clear to the Makkans.
The party proceeded as planned. The Holy Prophetsa had 1400 companions, both
Muhajirs and Ansars. There were also some non-Muslim tribesmen in the multitude
accompanying him. Muslims had their swords sheathed, as was the custom.

The Holy Prophetsa By-Passes Makkan Force

When the Quraish learnt that the Holy Prophetsa was on his way, they sent an army to
meet him. When he reached Usfan, he was told that the Makkan forces were not very
far. The Holy Prophetsa felt deeply grieved for the Makkans. He said,
"Wars have ruined them and yet they know not."
The Holy Prophetsa wanted to avoid war. He had come for a peaceful purpose. When
he saw the Makkan army coming he started on a side-path that led to Makkah. When
Makkans saw this, they feared the Holy Prophetsa was marching to attack Makkah.
They turned back so that they could reach Makkah before the Holy Prophetsa would.
They planned to give him battle there.

The Bait-ul-Ridhwan (628 A.D; 6th year after Hijra)

The Holy Prophetsa stopped at Hudaibia. He said he would agree to any terms the
Quraish gave, if conducive to peace and public welfare. The Quraish were also very
uneasy. They knew that if they lost the battle this time, they would lose Makkah
forever. They, therefore, sent agents to the Holy Prophetsa to disscuss the peace
terms. The agents advised the Quraish to let Muslims in. Hulaish told them that his
tribe would not stand in the way of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa.
Another agent, Urwah, also advised them to change their minds. He said,
"I have been to the courts of Iran, Rome and Abyssinia. I saw no king with the
majesty of Muhammad."
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The Holy Prophetsa also sent an agent to Makkah. The Quraish killed his camel and
attacked him. At night some Makkan youth stoned the Muslim camp. They were taken
prisoners. In the morning the Holy Prophetsa set them all free. The Holy Prophetsa next
proposed to send Hadhrat `Umarra to speak to the Makkans. He said the Quraish were
very angry with him and he had little mercy for them. The Holy Prophet sa then sent
Hadhrat `Uthmanra. The Makkans permitted him to make the pilgrimage. He refused.
He said, he would not make the pilgrimage if the Holy Prophetsa could not. The
Quraish answered that they would not let him that year.
News reached Muslim camp that the Quraish had killed Hadhrat `Uthmanra. There was
great anger among them. The Holy Prophetsa called them to assemble under a tree.
There they took an oath on his hand to punish Makkans for the crime. This is called
the Baiat-ul-Ridhwan. The Holy Prophetsa put his right hand on his left and said it was
Hadhrat `Uthmanra's hand.

The Hudaibia Treaty

After some time, peace was established. The Quraish agreed to let the Holy Prophet sa
visit the K`aba the following year. The Holy Prophetsa agreed to go back that year. He
agreed to send back to Makkah the Muslims who escaped from Makkah. He also
agreed to return to the Quraish any Muslim who gave up Islam. Both parties agreed to
end war for ten years. Both were free to have friendly relations with other tribes.
Madina was now a state. Islam was free. So were other religions in Arabia. The Holy
Prophetsa was the head of the State. Makkah had agreed to that much. The Treaty of
Hudaibia was thus a great victory but a greater one was yet to come.

Khaiber Fort Reduced - Battle of Khayber
(7th year after Hijra)

The Jews of Khaiber began hostilities. Efforts to make peace with them failed. The
Holy Prophetsa took to the field with a 1600 Muslims. The Jews had very strong forts.
The Holy Prophetsa gave Hahdrat Alira the flag of Islam. Hahdrat Alira fought with
unusual courage. The Jews gave in. the Holy Prophetsa captured their strongholds
after fierce fighting. The Holy Prophetsa let them stay there on easy terms. They
agreed to give half the produce of the land to him as a tax. His agents would go every
year to collect the tax.
The relations with Jews were now completely normal. But some among them were
very angry at heart. A Jewish lady once invited the Holy Prophet sa and his companions
to dinner. She had poisoned the food. The Holy Prophetsa refused to eat. She admitted
her crime. She was forgiven. But Muslim lost all faith in Jews and never trusted them
any more. Despite the kind behavior of the Holy Prophetsa, the relations between the
Jews and Muslims have remained strained since.
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Embassies to Neighbouring State

On return to Madina, the Holy Prophetsa sent embassies to Iran, Abyssinia, Rome,
Egypt, Oman, Bahrin, Ghassan, Yamama and Yemen with letters from him.
The Roman emperor read the Holy Prophetsa's letter with due deference.
The Iranian emperor tore it to pieces. On hearing this, the Holy Prophet sa said
that God would treat the Iranian empire in the same manner.
The Negus received the Embassy very respectfully.
The King of Egypt sent to the Holy Prophetsa costly presents.
Yemen and Oman showed disrespect to the envoys. The Amir of Bahrin
accepted Islam.
The Amir of Yamama was very rude to the agent of the Holy Prophet sa.

Exercise 5:
1. Why did the Holy Prophetsa make his visit to Makkah made known publicly?
2. How does the above reason show the universality of Islam?
3. What wrong assumption of the Quraish safeguarded the Holy Prophet sa from
attack while visiting Makkah?
4. What is the Baiat-ul-Ridhwan?
5. Write down the terms of the Hudaibia Treaty.
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Peaceful Visit to Makkah (630 A.d; 8th year after Hijra)

A year after the Hudaibia treaty, the Holy Prophetsa as agreed, set forth to Makkah.
10,000 Muslims accompanied him. They carried their swords in sheaths. The Makkans
left the town. They did not like to come into contact with the Muslims. The Holy
Prophetsa and his men performed the pilgrimage. They offered prayers in the Holy
House. The Makkans watched them from hills. The Holy Prophetsa returned to Madina
after staying there for three days.
A quiet change began to take place among the Quraish after Holy Prophetsa's visit to
the Holy House. They knew they had been defeated. They saw that Islam was now in
power. They also saw with their own eyes that Muslims were better men. The great
Quraish commander Khalid bin Walid said,
"It is now clear to the wise that Muhammad is not a sorcerer. Nor is he a poet.
His speech is the word of God. It is, therefore, the duty of all to obey him."
Khalidra joined Islam. He was soon followed by Amr Bin al-Aasra and `Uthman bin
Talhara.

Muslim Envoy and Teachers Killed

Fifteen teachers that were sent by the Holy Prophet sa to Zati Talh (Syria) were
attacked and killed by the non-believers. The Holy Prophetsa's ambassador to the
emperor of Rome was intercepted by Shurahbil, the ruler of Ghassan, and was
murdered. The Holy Prophetsa sent a force to punish the killers.
He enjoined on them the fear of God and just treatment for Muslim comrades.
"Go to war in the name of Allah and fight the enemy in Syria, your enemy and
Allah's enemy. You will meet in Syria people who remember God much in their
houses of worship. Molest them not and have no quarrel with them. Molest no
women nor children nor the old nor the blind. Neither cut down trees nor pull
down houses."
300 Muslims faced an army of 100,000. Zaid bin Harithra, the Muslim Commander, fell
fighting. Jabar bin Abu Talibra took the command. He too was killed. Abdullah bin
Ravahra followed next. He met the same fate. Then Khalid bin Walid ra took over.
Muslims gave hard blows to the enemy but they were many and the Muslims were
few. Khalidra hid away a large section of the army at night. They marched up in the
morning. The enemy thought Muslims made a quiet retreat from Mauta, the field of
battle.
The Holy Prophetsa sent more forces under the leadership of Amr bin Al-Aasra. He was
helped with another force under Abu Ubaida bin al-Jarrahra. Hadhrat Abu Bakrra and
Hadhrat `Umarra were also serving under his command. The enemy force dispersed
without giving battle. Many tribes joined Islam after this victory. The Arab volunteers
who had helped the enemy now walked over to the side of the Muslims.
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Holy Prophetsa Marches to Makkah
After the treaty at Hudaibia, Muslims entered into a
pact of friendship with Banu Khuzaa. The Quraish
did the same with Banu Bakr. Trouble shot up
between the two tribes. Some men of Banu Bakr,
with the help of a party of Makkans, attacked a
party of Banu Khuzaa at night at Vatir. They killed them in
their
sleep. Their chief Amr bin Salam applied to the Holy Prophetsa for help. The Holy
Prophetsa was bound under treaty to come to their aid. He ordered Muslims to stand
by.
The Holy Prophetsa marched on Makkah with 1000 men. He prayed for victory without
bloodshed. The army moved with speed and was soon near Makkah. Abbas begged
the Holy Prophetsa for mercy on behalf of the Quraish. The Holy Prophetsa did not want
war. He sent Abbas to the town to work for peace. Abbas brought Abu Sufiyan to the
Holy Prophetsa's camp. Abu Sufiyan saw a big army there. Every tribe had its own
campfire.
The sight gave him a big fright. When he faced the Holy Prophet a, he was no more
the bigmouth enemy who had boasted loud at Uhud. He knew the Holy Prophet sa had
won. He knew the idols of the Quraish had lost. He had the sense to know what was
coming. He had to save Makkah. He could do so only by making peace. He appealed
to the Holy Prophetsa for mercy. It was granted. Abu Sufiyan, the enemy warlord, was
from that moment a Muslim. Abbas begged the Holy Prophet sa for a favour for Abu
Sufiyan. "Why not?" said the Holy Prophetsa.
"Whoso enters his house shall be safe. Whoso keeps indoors shall be safe.
Whoso enter the Holy House shall be safe."

A Peaceful Entry
Abu Sufiyan hurried to Makkah. From the top of hill, he said,
"O Quraish, Muhammad is here with what you cannot fight. Whoso enters my
house shall be safe, whoso keeps indoors shall be safe, and whoso enters the
K`aba shall be safe."
The Holy Prophetsa then proceeded to Makkah. On the way he made a halt at Zitowa.
As he saw no Makkan coming to give him battle, he gave thanks to God. Then the
forces of Islam made a peaceful entry into the town. The Holy Prophet sa first visited the
K`aba and cleared it of all the idols. At this moment he recited the Qur`anic vers
(17:82):
“Truth has come and falshooh had vanished away. Falsehood does indeed
vanish away fast.”
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Then he also said,
"There is none worthy of worship but Allah. He made good His promises and
helped His servant and defeated all the tribes."
He next said all men were equal and that all were children of Adam and Adam was
made of clay.
He then asked the Makkans,
"O Quraish, what kind of treatment do you expect from me?"
They said,
"Mercy."
He answered back,
"There shall be no action against you today. Go, you are all free."
Then the House of God was cleared of all idols. The Quraish saw their gods in dust.
They wondered how helpless the false deities were. The Holy Prophet sa then strictly
forbade fighting in Makkah. His enemies became his devoted followers. This was
undoubtly a unique act of forgiveness in the history of mankind and signified the
victory of love over hatred. The Holy Prophetsa had not only conquered Makkah, but
also the hearts of the Makkans.

Exercise 6:
Write a 500 words essay in light of the forgiving and equal teachings of the Holy
Prophetsa. Include references from his life as well.
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Battle with Hawazan - Battles of Hunain and
Tabook (630 A.D)
Tribes from everywhere started accepting Islam. Some Makkan chiefs also became
Muslims. Two weeks later news came that the 70, 000 men of Hawazan and allied
tribes of Hunain were preparing to march on Makkah. The Holy Prophet sa proceeded
to engage the enemy with an army of 12000. The Hawazan were great soldiers and
expert archers. They had taken their position in the pass. When the Muslim army
passed through it; they rained arrows on them. Some Makkans had also joined the
Muslims to fight the aggressive tribe. They had not yet accepted Islam. And as they
were caught between the crossfire of enemy archers, they went into panic and ran
helter skelter. The ranks of Muslims were thus broken and their mounts got out of
hand.
When the Holy Prophetsa called them back to victory, the panic immediately ended.
Muslims were again in good spirit. They threw themselves into the fray with great
courage. They had no fear of death. The Hawazan soon knew that they had no chance
of victory. They fled leaving behind their families and their flocks. Their commander,
Malik bin Auf, took refuge in Taif. Among the prisoners of war was a lady name
Shaima. She was the daughter of Halima, the Holy Prophet sa's foster mother. When
the Muslims captured her, she said,
"Do you know, I am the foster sister of your Lord?"
They did not believe her and brought her to the Holy Prophet sa. On seeing her, the
Holy Prophetsa laid out his blanket for her to sit. Then he said to Shaima,
"Sister, if you want to stay with me, my house is yours."
But she wanted to go back. The Holy Prophetsa sent her away with many presents. All
the prisoners of her tribe were set free.

Taif Captured

Shortly after this, the Holy Prophetsa started for Taif. Muslims laid siege to the fort
where Malik bin Auf had taken refuge. The people of Taif had only one fear. They
figured Muslims would burn down their gardens. This was their only wealth. They told
the Holy Prophetsa to take over all their gardens. He lifted the siege.
The Holy Prophetsa later announced a reward of 100 camels for Malik bin Auf. He also
promised to set free his prisoners of war. The only condition was that he should give
himself up. Malik bin Auf lost no time winning the prize.

Memorable Address

Before leaving for Madina, the Holy Prophetsa made grants to some chiefs of Makkah
who had accepted Islam. Abu Sufiyan, his son Muavia, Harith bin Hisham, Hakim bin
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Hizam and Safvan bin Umayya given 100 camels each. Lesser men were granted 50
each. The Holy Prophetsa gave gifts freely. This did not please some young Ansars.
They complained that while they had fought the battles, the Quraish had had the
rewards. On hearing this, the Holy Prophetsa summoned the Ansars to a conference.
He said,
"O Ansars, what is this that you have said? What is this that has come to me
from you? You forget, you were on the wrong path and Allah guided you. You
were poor and Allah gave you plenty. You were enemies and Allah made you
brothers. By God, you could also say to me that after my people had called me a
liar, I came to you and you believed me; that others harmed me and you aided
me, then when I was turned out of my home, you gave me refuge.
Ansars, what I am giving away is a little wealth so that this people may have a
warm heart for the faith. O Ansars, would you not like the others to take away
some camels and some goats but that you should take away with you the Holy
Prophetsa of Allah? By Allah who holds the life of Muhammad in His hands, if I
were not a Muhajir, I would have loved to be an Ansari. And if others went by
one path and the Ansar by another, I would surely go by the path the Ansar
took. O Allah have mercy of the Ansar and on their children and on their
children of their children!"
The Ansars were moved to tears. They deeply regretted the folly of some of their raw
youth. They all said with one voice,
"We are pleased with the Prophet sa of Allah as our share and as our lot."
After performing the Umrah (lesser pilgrimage) the Holy Prophetsa left for Madina.
More tribes came to Madina to join Islam. Soon after this Hadhrat Zainabra, a daughter
of the Holy Prophetsa, died. The same year a son was born to the Holy Prophetsa. He
was named Ibrahim.

Poor-Rate Imposed

The Holy Prophetsa appointed officers to collect Zakat. This tax was for the benefit of
the poor and was due annually.There were persistent rumours and reports that the
Romans were preparing for war. The Holy Prophetsa made ready to meet the new
danger. The season was hot and the journey was long. The enemy had large armies.
Muslims could not raise even a fraction of it. They did not have much money.
The Holy Prophetsa made an appeal for funds. Hadhrat Abu Bakrra came with all that
he had. Others too gave generously. Hadhrat `Uthmanra gave 300 camels and a big
amount of ready cash. When the Muslim army reached Hajar, the Holy Prophetsa
forbade them to drink the water of that place. The Samud, a rich tribe that used to live
there in the past had ill-treated their Prophet Hadhrat Hud as. They had been punished.
God had been angry with that land. The Holy Prophetsa, therefore, would not touch
even the water of the place. Next day there was heavy rain. Muslims had plenty of
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fresh water to drink. When the Holy Prophetsa reached the frontier, he found no sign of
Roman concentrations. There was no fight, therefore. The Holy Prophetsa made the
frontier secure. The rulers of the area were Christians. Treaties were made with them.
The Holy Prophetsa's son Ibrahim passed away. It grieved him deeply but he
remained patient and resigned to the will of God.

Tribes Join Islam in Legions

After the return of the Holy Prophetsa from Tabook, the whole of Arabia realized that
Islam had become a great power. Tribe after tribe came from far and near to join the
ranks of the new faith. There were both pagans and Christians. The Holy Prophetsa
sent teachers and governors to the new areas where tribes had accepted Islam. He
advised Mu`aaz who was appointed governor of Yemen, in these words:
"Make things easy for the people. Do not make it hard for them. Give them
happiness and do not create hate."

Farewell Pilgrimage (632 A.D; 10th year after Hijrah)
It was the tenth year of the Hijra now. Muslims were the rulers of Arabia. They were
one brotherhood. They worshipped one God and followed one Holy Prophet sa. Past
enmities had been forgotten. New friendships had grown fast and firm.
The Holy Prophetsa made known that he would be going to Makkah for Hajj. Men from
all over Arabia rushed to Madina. There were
hundreds of tents around the capital. The Holy
Prophetsa left for Makkah with about one hundred
thousands Muslims. Next day they put on the
Ihram dress - two sheets. They all looked alike,
the rich and the poor, the master and the servant.
Then all turned to God with these words:
"At Thy service, o Lord, at Thy service! There
is no partner with Thee; we are at Thy service.
For Thee is all praise, from Thee are all gifts
and to Thee are all thanks. We are at Thy
service; there is no partner with Thee; we are
at Thy service."

The Farewell Address

On reaching Makkah, the Holy Prophetsa and the Muslims performed all the rites of
Hajj. On the ninth of Zilhajj, the Holy Prophetsa went to Arafat. Mounted on a camel,
he said:
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"O ye people, hear my speech. I do not know whether I will be meeting you here
after this year. O ye people, your blood and your property and your honour are
sacred amongst you until you meet your Lord as is sacred this day, this month,
this town.
Whoso has with him the trust of the other he should render it to him. Every kind
of interest is forbidden this day. The interest due to Abbas bin Muttabib is
remitted today. All the bloodshed in the time of ignorance is forgiven. I forgive
first the blood of Ibne Rabia bin Harith bin Abdul Muttalib.
God has appointed for every one a share in the property. No "will" shall now be
accepted that wrongs a rightful heir. A child born in a house shall be regarded
the child of the father in the house.
O men, you have some rights over your wives. Your wives also have rights over
you. Your right over them is that they should lead chaste lives and not take
ways that bring shame to the husband in the sight of the people.
Your duty is to provide them with food and garments and shelter according to
your standard. Remember, you should always treat your wives well. God has
charged you with the duty of taking good care of them. Woman is weak and
cannot protect her own rights. God has appointed you the trustee of those
rights.
O men, you still have with you some prisoners of war. I advise you to feed them
and clothe them in the same way and style as you feed and clothe yourselves.
O men, what I say to you, you should hear and remember. All Muslims are as
brethren to one another. All of you are equal. All men of whatever nation or tribe,
and whatever position are equal."
Then lifting two hands, the Holy Prophetsa joined the fingers of one to the fingers of the
other and said,
"Even as the fingers of the two hands are equal, so are human beings equal to
one another. No one has any right, nor any preference to claim over another.
You are brothers."
Then he asked,
"Do you know what month this is? What city we are in? What day of the year it is
today?"
It was the sacred day, the Holy Prophetsa announced:
"Even as this month is sacred, this land sacred and this day sacred, so has God
made the lives, property and honour of every man sacred."
89

Proceeding he said:
"What I command you today is not for today only. It is for all times to come. You
should remember and obey until you leave this world and go to the next to meet
your Creator. What I have said to you, carry it to the ends of the world. May be
the one who has not heard benefits from it more than the one who has."

His Last Advice

On his way back to Madina, the Holy Prophetsa said it to a gathering of the
companions:
"O ye people, I am only a man, perhaps God's angel might come and I have to
accept the call. I am leaving in your midst two things. The first is the Book of
Allah. Hold fast to the Book of Allah, therefore, hold fast to it; and my household. I remind you of Allah in respect of the people of my house."

Last Days: Last Words

After his return from his last Hajj to Madina, the Holy Prophetsa fell ill. The day before
he became indisposed, he had ordered an army to be sent to the Roman frontier,
Usama bin Zaid as its commander, to avenge the murder of his envoy. He remained ill
for some thirteen days. For the first few days he could move about. When he became
too weak to walk he went to the house of Hadhrat Ayesha ra. There he stayed laid up
with high fever till his death.
As long as he could, he would lead the prayers even in extreme illness. But during the
last three days he was too weak to do that. He appointed Hadhrat Abu Bakr ra to
perform the duty of Imam (prayer leader). Once when he felt a little better he came to
the mosque. After prayers he made a short speech. He said God has granted a person
one of two things. It could be happiness of this world or presence before the Lord. The
servant of God has chosen the latter, said the Holy Prophetsa.
Hadhrat Abu Bakrra burst into tears. He knew the Holy Prophetsa had hinted at this
approaching death. The Holy Prophetsa then said that of all men he was greatly
obliged to Hadhrat Abu Bakrra, for the help and sincere companionship he had given
him. He next advised Muslims against worshipping their Prophet and their saints.
The Holy Prophetsa also advised his followers to honour the good Ansars and to
overlook the errors of the weak among them.
"They have done their duty. Now you have to do yours to them," said he.
As his condition grew gradually worse, death seemed laying its hand on him. He was
last heard murmuring the prayer,
"Allah the best Friend."
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When the breathing became hard he uttered his last advice,
"Mind your prayers and your slaves."

The Holy Prophetsa Passes away
(632 A.D; 12 Rabi-ul-Awwal; 11th year after Hijra)
Three times he repeated in a weak voice the words,
"To the best Friend, to the best Friend, to the best Friend", and breathed his last.
Hadhrat Alira and Abbas gave the Holy Prophetsa the last bath. Now the question arose
where should they bury him. Hadhrat Abu Bakr ra said,
"The place where he breathed his last."
The Holy Prophetsa was then laid to his final rest in the living room of Hadhrat
Ayeshara, where now stands a dome and minaret.

Exercise 7:
1. Who was the foster sister of the Holy Prophetsa?
2. Name some of the favours that Allah had bestowed on the Ansars?
3. In which year did the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa return to Makkah? Also, in this
year he was granted a son, what was his name?
4. Why did the Holy Prophetsa order the Muslims to not drink the water from the
land of Samudian tribe?
5. What is the poor-tax?
6. Write down 3 things that the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said in his farewell
address.
7. In his farewell address, the Holy Prophetsa said: "What I command you today is
not for today only. It is for all times to come.‖ What universal messages can we
use today in our daily lives from this sermon?
8. In whose house did the Holy Prophet Muhammad sa stay at the time of his
death?
9. What were the last words of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa?
10. Where is the the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa buried?
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A Brief Life Sketch of
The Holy Prophet Muhammad
The Holy Founder of Islam was 63 at the time of his death. He was raised to the status
of Prophet at the age of 40. He devoted the whole of his life to the service of God.
Born an orphan without any riches, he died a king leaving no wealth behind. He never
ate a full meal all his life nor wore a rich garment. His house was a mud hut, his court
room was the mosque and his throne was its dusty floor. His bed was made of straw,
and his arm was his pillow. For months there was no smoke in the chimney of his
house. There was nothing to cook. The family lived on dates or goat's milk or would go
hungry. His wives had no maidservants, no silk, no jewellery. Their raiment was as
simple as their resources were scanty. The Holy Prophetsa kept no gold or silver with
him. He gave away to the poor all that he received. There was nothing in the house
when he died except a small quantity of barley.
The Holy Prophetsa was of middle height, well built, fair faced, had a broad and high
forehead, flowing hair, a thick beard, straight nose, beautiful black eyes and long eyelashes. Fast in walking, he was slow in talk. Always the first to greet, he received
friends and strangers with a smile, listened patiently, never turned down a request for
help and never withdrew his hand first.
His habits were simple and his manners sweet. Ever willing to forgive, he punished
only when punishment appeared to do greater good than forgiveness. His words, acts
and thoughts were devoted to the service of God. He had no other aim in life. He
sought only His pleasure. If he made peace at Hudaibiya it was to please God. The
terms of the Treaty were harsh. He accepted them even though they hurt the feelings
of some of his companions.
He marched on Makkah with 10,000 believers. Makkah had treated him cruelly. The
city was at his mercy. It begged for mercy. He granted it readily. For, this is what God
willed, though he knew well that some of his companions had suffered terribly at the
hands of Makkans. Hadhrat Bilalra the African was one of them. He had been treated
with utmost cruelty. The Holy Prophetsa wisely gave him the duty of calling Makkans to
the flag of peace.
Ikramah, son of Abu Jahal, was a bitter enemy of the Holy Prophetsa. He escaped from
Makkah and was on his way to Abyssinia. His wife was a Muslim at heart. She asked
the Holy Prophetsa if he would forgive Ikramah. He said he would. The lady next asked
if he could stay in Makkah a non-Muslim. The Holy Prophetsa said he could. She went
after her husband and brought him back. Ikramah wanted to hear all that she told him
from the Holy Prophetsa himself. So he went and asked him,
"My wife tells me that you have forgiven even me."
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The Holy Prophetsa said he had. Ikramah at once joined Islam. Putting his mantle over
him, the Holy Prophetsa said,
"Whoever comes to me as a Muslim is one with me. My house is his."
Habbar had caused the death of Hadhrat Zainabra, a daughter of the Holy Prophetsa.
He had run away to Iran. But there it occurred to him to come back and beg the Holy
Prophetsa's forgiveness. He returned to Makkah and sought forgiveness. He was
forgiven.
Hinda, the wife of Abu Sufiyan, and Vahshi, a slave, had mutilated the dead body of
Hadhrat Hamza, an uncle of the Holy Prophetsa. Both were forgiven.
Shaiba, another Makkan, joined the Hawazin to fight the Holy Prophet sa. Full of hate,
he advanced with a sword. He had only one thought - and that was to kill the Holy
Prophetsa. When he approached, he heard a voice, "Shaiba come closer," said the
Holy Prophet. He obeyed. The Holy Prophetsa moved his hand across his chest.
Shaiba was a changed man. He had only one thought now and that was to give his life
for the Holy Prophetsa.
A few days before his death, the Holy Prophetsa said to the companions,
"If I have wronged anyone, let him have his revenge."
All were in tears. One man came forward. He said the Holy Prophet sa had hit him once;
he had passed by him and dug his elbow in his side. The Holy Prophet sa bared his
back and asked him to hurt him as he had been hurt. The companions were taken
aback. The man bent and kissed the Holy Prophetsa's bare back. All were surprised.
The man wanted to have this last pleasure since the Holy Prophetsa was not to be
among them very long.
The Holy Prophetsa loved cleanliness - in speech, in thought, in habits, in dress, in
body, in the house, in the mosque and in the streets. He washed very often, before
meals and after meals and before prayers.
He looked to the comfort of all. Friend and foe alike received of his kindness.
Companions, relations, neighbours, strangers, all were treated generously. He himself
looked to the requirements of guests and attended to the wants of the poor.
Once, a pagan chief visited him. There was a large flock of goats grazing nearby. He
asked for it as a gift from the Holy Prophetsa. It was granted. When he went back to his
tribe he told them that Hadhrat Muhammadsa had great faith in His God; he had no fear
of poverty.
The Holy Prophetsa always kept his word and observed his treaties. After the fall of
Khaibar, a shepherd accepted Islam. He tended the sheep of a Jewish chief. He said
to the Holy Prophetsa,
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"I cannot go back to my people now. What shall I do with the sheep and goats of
my old master?"
The Holy Prophetsa told him to set their face to Khaibar and drive them off. They would,
he said, be guided to their master. And so they were.
After the treaty of Hudaibiya, a Muslim turned up to ask for protection. He said he was
ill-treated and feared persecution if he was sent back. The Holy Prophet sa had agreed
to send back any Makkan who joined him after the treaty. He kept his word and asked
him to go back, trusting in God.
Even the enemies of the Holy Prophetsa spoke highly of his virtues. When Heraclius
the Emperor of the Byzantines received the Holy Prophet's letter, he asked if an Arab
caravan was in town. Abu Sufiyan, a Makkan chief, happened to be there. He was
called to the court. The Emperor put some questions to him.
Heraclius: Do you know this man who calls himself a Prophet? Can you tell me what
family he belongs to?
Abu Sufiyan: He comes from a noble family.
Heraclius: Did any Arabs before him make such a claim?
Abu Sufiyan: No.
Heraclius: Has there been a king among his forefathers?
Abu Sufiyan: No.
Heraclius: Are his followers rich and powerful or poor and humble?
Abu Sufiyan: Most of them are poor and humble.
Heraclius: Are their number increasing or decreasing?
Abu Sufiyan: They are increasing.
Heraclius: Has he ever broken a promise?
Abu Sufiyan: Not so far.
Heraclius: What does he teach?
Abu Sufiyan: We should worship One God and set up no equal to Him. We should
speak the truth and give up vice, and all evil ways. That we should be good to one
another and respect the promises we make to one another.
Heraclius said at the end:
"I first asked you about his family. You said he belonged to a noble family.
Prophets always come from noble families. I then asked if anyone before him
had made a similar claim. You said no. I put this question because I thought if
someone had done so he was merely following his example. I asked you if he
had ever lied before. You said he did not. It was clear to me that a man who
would not lie to men would never lie about God. I asked you if any of his
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forefathers were a ruler. You said, `No'. I then understood that his claim was not
made to recover an old kingdom. I next asked if his followers were powerful and
rich or poor and humble. You said they were mostly poor and humble. So are
generally the followers of prophets. I then asked if their numbers were
increasing or decreasing. You said that they were increasing. The followers of
prophets are always on increase. I asked you if he had every played false. You
said, `No.' And this is the way of good men. It seems to me that he is a true
prophet. I was half expecting that he would appear in our time but had no idea
that he would be an Arab. If what you have told is true, then his kingdom will
extend over these lands."
The Holy Prophetsa feared and trusted God alone. He had full faith in his mission. He
relied completely on Allah for its success. He kept Him, before his mind every day,
every hour and every minute of his life. He prayed sitting, standing, walking, before
going to sleep, on waking up, before and after eating and drinking, when entering or
leaving his house or the mosque, meeting friends, parting with friends, hearing good
news, wearing a new dress, before and after answering the call of nature.
In short, he had for every movement and every moment a special prayer. He prayed
long and regularly; often he was in prayers a whole night. In fact, his whole life was a
single continuous prayer.
The Holy Prophetsa feared none but God. When in battle with the Hawazin, the Muslim
army dispersed and the Holy Prophetsa was left alone with a few friends. The enemy
was raining arrows from both sides. The Holy Prophet sa told Hadhrat Abu Bakrra to
leave his mule alone. Then spurring the animal forward he said,
"I am a prophet. I am no liar. I am the son of Abdul Muttalib."
Once in Madina Muslims were in great fear of attack. They would keep awake all night.
Once there was an alarm late in the night. A group of them went out to investigate.
Instantly they saw a rider coming. It was the Holy Prophetsa. He said there was nothing
to worry about. He had rushed out alone on the bare back of his horse at the first sign
of trouble.
The Holy Prophetsa had a very tender heart for the less fortunate. The rich too were
always welcomed. However he warned them that the poor had a share in their
property. He even said that it was on account of the poor that the rich were rich. He
never took home any gold or silver or riches. Whatever came his way was given away
to the poor right away.
Once, a tribe came to Madina. They were in a very bad way. There were hunger lines
on their faces. The Holy Prophet sa was deeply moved. He at once summoned Muslims
to the mosque. He called upon them to bring, "Coin, cloth, grain or even a date,"
whatever they could afford. Some brought clothes; some gave away their stored
grains. One companion brought a heavy load of gold coins. When all this was piled up
before him, his face lit up like the moon. Every bit was distributed.
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The Holy Prophetsa commanded Muslims to love one another. He said,
"What one likes for himself he should also like for his brother."
This was one of his directives:
"Beware, it is kufr (un-Islamic) to fight a Muslim; it is a sin to abuse him. It is not
lawful for a Muslim to be angry with a brother for more than three days."
He advised Muslims to greet one another, to shake hands, to give presents, to invite
one another to meals, to serve the sick, and to assist at funerals.
To encourage goodwill among mankind, the Holy Prophetsa commanded his followers
to be just even to the enemy, to speak the truth even against the nearest of kin and "to
spread peace and feed the poor."
He was never hard on any man except when he openly broke the law. He always had
a soft corner in his heart for the poor and the needy. Once Ibad bin Sharjil plucked fruit
from a garden during a time of famine. The owner caught hold of him, beat him up and
took his cloak from him. When both were brought before the Holy Prophet sa, he said to
the gardener,
"This man was ignorant. You should have taught him about good behaviour. He
was hungry. You should have fed him.”
Then he got back the man's cloak and gave the gardener a quantity of cereal in
recompense.
The Holy Prophetsa had no leniency for the rich criminal. Once, a woman of a powerful
tribe stole something. The Holy Prophetsa decided to punish her under the law. Since
she came of a noble family, he was requested to let her go. He was very angry and
said,
"The Israel were ruined because they would punish the poor offender and let off
the rich."
The Holy Prophetsa had great regard for the man who would earn his own living. He
once said if a man carries load of wood on his back to the market to sell and thus save
his honour, it is better for him to do so than to beg.
The Holy Prophetsa never for once believed that he was superior to others. In war and
in peace, every time he was a comrade and an equal. He did not want a special seat
for him to sit. He sat among his companions as one of them. A stranger would not
know who the chief of the group was.
Once during a journey, the companions divided among themselves their duties. The
Holy Prophetsa undertook to collect fuel wood for cooking food. The companions would
not let him. They said they would do all the work and serve him.
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He said, he would not like a special treatment "as God loves not one who wants to be
above his companions."
During the journey to Badr, Muslims had very few mounts. Three of them rode one
camel by turns. The Holy Prophetsa took his turn like others. The companions insisted
that he should ride and they would walk. The Holy Prophetsa said,
"You cannot walk faster than me and I am more anxious to win merit than you."
He shared domestic work with his wives. Hadhrat Ayeshara says,
"He engaged himself in household chores. He would patch his clothes with his
own hands. He would sweep the floor, milk the goats, do his shopping, cobble
his shoes and mend the bucket and tether the camel and give it fodder and join
in kneading the dough."
The slave-women of Madina freely called on him for help. He would respond to every
distress call. Hind Ibne Hala, who knew him intimately from childhood says,
"He was mild of temper not harsh; he would insult no one; was grateful for the
smallest service, would not find fault with anything; would eat of whatever was
placed before him and pass no remarks. He would be angry only when someone
opposed the truth. In his personal affairs he was never angry, nor did he ever
take revenge."

Hadhrat Ayeshara Says of the Holy Prophetsa

"The Holy Prophetsa would never speak ill of anyone. He would never give evil return
for evil. He would overlook and forgive. If he had a choice, he would choose the easier
way, if it were not sinful. If it were sinful, he would be far from it in that case. He never
sought revenge from anyone in personal matters. Whoever broke the law, he was
punished under God's law. He never cursed any Muslim by name. He never hit a slave
man or a slave girl, a woman, a serving man or an animal. He never turned down a
request except when it was improper. He always entered the house smiling. He would
never spread out his legs when sitting among friends. He spoke slowly so that if
anyone wanted to do so, he could commit to memory what he said."

Hadhrat Alira Says of the Holy Prophetsa
"He had a smiling face, was mild of temper, kindly-disposed; neither hard nor narrowminded. He would not shout, would not utter a harsh word, would not find fault and
was not a hard task-master. If he did not like something, he would overlook it. One
who knew him well would understand by his silence. He disliked three things for
himself: argument, vain talk and interest in things that did not concern him. In respect
of others also he would not: speak ill, find fault and pry in their private affairs. He would
talk only about things that were useful. When he talked, the companions heard silently,
their heads bent down as if birds were perched on them. When he became silent, only
then would they talk. When he was talked to he would listen quietly until the speaker
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had finished. If people laughed over something he too would smile. If an outsider
talked rough, he was patient with him. He did not like to hear himself praised. However
if anyone thanked him for whatever he received from him, he accepted his thanks. He
would never interrupt anyone while he talked until he became silent. He was
exceedingly generous, most truthful, very kind hearted and the best company."

Wives and Children of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa

The Holy Prophetsa had a number of children. All except Hadhrat Fatimara died during
his life. Most of them died early.
One of the most misunderstood aspects of the life of the Holy Prophet sa by nonMuslims has been the purpose of having many wives: Let us first understand the
circumstances which led him to have many wives at a time. His marriage with Hadhrat
Khadijahra lasted for twenty-five years (595-620 A.D.), and during this period he did not
take any other wife. She passed away at the age of 65, when the Holy Prophet sa was
50 years old.
After Hijrah in 622 A.D., as the religion of Islam began to spread, more and more tribes
started entering its fold. During that time in Arabia it was common practice to have
more than one wife. Now, the Holy Prophetsa married many wives to achieve certain
objectives, some of which are given below:
He married women of certain tribes to establish friendly relations with those
tribes, and to encourage the spread of Islam among their people.
He married some widows as an expression of kindness, generosity or even
protection, to establish a respectful status for women, in the unkind society of
those times.
The Holy Prophetsa needed many wives to impart religious education and
training to Muslim women, especially the new converts of various tribes. For
instance, Hadhrat ‗Aishahra did an excellent job in this field.
The Holy Prophetsa of Islam set an excellent example in his noble and affectionate
conduct with all his wives on the basis of mutual respect, justice and equality. A brief
account of his wives is given below:

Hadhrat Khadijahra
She was a rich lady of Makkah who was already twice widowed. She married the Holy
Prophetsa in 595 A.D, when she was 40 and the Holy Prophetsa was 25. She passed
away about two years before Hijrah. The Holy Prophetsa did not take any other wife
during the lifetime of Hadhrat Khadijahra.
She bore seven children for the Holy Prophet sa. No other wife bore the Holy Prophetsa
children except for Hadhrat Khadijahra and Hadhrat Maariah Qibtiahra, who bore him a
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son, Ibrahim, who died at the age of eighteen months. The names of the eight children
of the Holy Prophetsa are:

Four sons: Qasim, Tahir, Tayyab and Ibrahim.(they all died in their childhood)
Four Daughters: Hadhrat Zainab, Hadhrat Ruqayyah, Hadhrat Ummi-Kalthoom
and Hadhrat Fatimah (May God be pleased with them all).
Two daughters, Hadhrat Ruqiyya and Hadhrat Umme-Kalsum, were married to
Hadhrat `Uthmanra, one after the other. `Uthman had migrated to Abyssinia with
Ruqiyya where both lived for some time.
Hadhrat Fatimahra was married to Hadhrat Alira and gave birth to two sons, Hasanra
and Husainra. All those who claim today to be the descendants of the Holy Prophet sa
have descended from Hadhrat Fatimahra and her sons.

Hadhrat Saudahra

Hadhrat Saudahra was a widow of age fifty and she married the Holy Prophetsa in 620
A.D. and died in 22 A.H. (A.H= After Hijra)

Hadhrat Ayeshara

Daughter of Hadhrat Abu Bakrra married in 622 A.D, at a very young age and died in
57 A.H. She was very dear to the Holy Prophetsa for her exceptional intelligence,
physical cleanliness and spiritual piety.
A large and vital part of Ahadith (traditions) was narrated by Hadhrat Ayesha ra.

Hadhrat Hafsahra

Daughter of Hadhrat `Umarra, married in 624 C.E. after her former husband died. She
had the honour to safely keep the standard text of the Holy Qur‘an, in the sequence
specified by the Holy Prophetsa. She died in 45 A.H.

Hadhrat Zainab bint Khuzaimahra
Twice widowed, her second husband was martyred in the battle of Uhud. Due to her
sorrow, several Muslims offered to marry her but she declined them all. However,
when the Holy Prophetsa proposed to her, she accepted the honour in 625 C.E., but
died at the age of thirty, within two or three months of the marriage.

Hadhrat ‘Ummi Salmahra

A widow with four children, married the Holy Prophetsa in 626 A.D, and died in 63 A.H.
at the age of eighty-four. She was the longest surviving wife of the Holy Prophetsa.
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Hadhrat Juwairiahra
She was the daughter of a tribal chief. She became a widow and was captured when
her tribe fought against the Muslims in the year 5 A.H. She married the Holy Prophet sa
in 626 A.D. at the age of twenty, and died in 50 A.H. at the age of sixty-five.

Hadhrat Zainab Bint Jahshra

She was the daughter of a sister of the Prophet‘s father, Hadhrat Abdullahra. The Holy
Prophetsa arranged her marriage to his freed slave, Hadhrat Zaid ra. It led to a divorce
because she could not adjust with Hadhrat Zaid ra. She then married the Holy
Prophetsa in 626 A.D at the age of thirty-eight and died in 20 A.H., at the age of fiftythree.

Hadhrat Ummi Habibahra
Daughter of Abu Sufyaan; she was in Abyssinia when her husband became Christian
and separated from her. She readily agreed to the Holy Prophet‘s sa proposal for
marriage. Negus, the King of Abyssinia, himself presided over her marriage ceremony
in 628 A.D., and then she was escorted to Madina. She died in 44 A.H. at the age of
73.

Hadhrat Safiahra
Daughter of the chief of a Jewish tribe, Banu Nadeer; during the battle of Khaiber, her
husband and father were both killed. She herself, along with others, was captured by
the Muslims. She embraced Islam when released later on. She readily agreed to the
Holy Prophet‘ssa proposal to marry her (628 A.D). The Holy Prophetsa expected that by
this marriage, the Jews might give up their feelings of hatred against Islam. She died
in 50 A.H. at the age of sixty-two.

Hadhrat Maimunahra

Twice widowed, she was the sister-in-law of Hadhrat Abbasra, the Holy Prophet‘ssa
uncle. Her father, Harith, belonged to the Harzin tribe. On the suggestion of Hadhrat
Abbasra, the Holy Prophetsa married her in 629 A.D., when she was thirty years old.
She died in 50 A.H. at the age of seventy-three years.

Hadhrat Mariah Qibtiahra

She was one of the two maidens, presented to the Holy Prophetsa by the Ruler of
Egypt. Both of them embraced Islam. The Holy Prophetsa married Hadhrat Mariahra in
629 A.D. She was distinguished to be the only wife, other than Hadhrat Khadijah ra,
who bore the Holy Prophetsa a child, his son Ibrahim.
When Ibrahimra died, he was the only son of the Holy Prophetsa. All his other children,
except Hadhrat Fatimah ra had already died. As a result of this, it was but natural that
the Holy Prophetsa felt grief, for he had great love and affection for his son. But God‘s
will prevailed. Ibrahim died in 10 A.H. at the age of eighteen months. The Holy
Prophetsa was very sad at his son‘s demise and tears began to flow from his eyes, but
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he completely submitted himself to the will of God, and thus set an excellent example
for all human beings.
The Holy Prophetsa treated members of his family with utmost kindness. He never
forgot his first wife, Hadhrat Khadijara, who was also the first to accept him as prophet.
He was a loving father and a loving husband. Above all, he was a servant of God. All
his love was for Him. His entire household followed his example faithfully. They denied
themselves the pleasures of this world and shared all the hardships of the Holy
Prophetsa's life. All Arabia was under him when the Holy Prophetsa passed away. He
left behind for his family no property, no gold, no cash, no valuables, no stores.
He gave the world the Holy Qur‘an and his own example, two greatest gifts of God to
mankind to regulate human life. He taught man truth, honesty, patience, self-denial,
compassion, justice, good neighbourliness, peace, faith in God and hard work. He
elevated man to the highest station when he said,
"I am but a man like you."
He found Arabs a wild and warlike people given to booze, burglary, voluptuous ways
and oppression. He made them a nation of saints and martyrs, God fearing helpers of
widows and orphans, am dedicated to prayer and fasting.
When he first called the Quraish of Makkah to God, they jeered at him and later plotted
to slay him. He was forced to seek refuge in distant Madina. May Allah bless him with
His choicest blessings! Before he died he was the King of all Arabia, even of the
Quraish.
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Brief Chronology of
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
(570 A.D- 632 C.E./ 53 B.H. - 10 A.H.)
570 A.D.

53 B.H.

Abraha, the Abyssinian governor of Yemen, attacks Makkah (in
present day Saudi Arabia) with a large army mounted on
elephants, which is destroyed by the will of God.
Death of the Holy Prophet's sa father, Hadhrat Abdullahra.
The birth of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa in Makkah on 12th
Rabi-al-Awwal.

51 B.H.

Birth of Hadhrat Abu Bakrra

48 B.H.

Death of Hadhrat Aminara, mother of the Holy Prophetsa.

47 B.H.

Birth of Hadhrat `Uthman bin Affanrara - the third Khalifa after the
Holy Prophetsa

46 B.H.

Death of Hadhrat Abdul Muttalibra, the Holy Prophet's sa
grandfather.

41 B.H.

The Holy Prophet's sa first trip to Syria with Hadhrat Abu Talibra.
Birth of Hadhrat Omar bin al-Khattabra, also known as Omar
Farooq- the second Khalifa After the Holy Prophetsa

Khosrau II became the king of the Sassanids.

591 A.D.
595 A.D.

610 A.D.

28 B.H.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa marries Hadhrat Khadijah ra a
noble lady of the Quraish tribe.

20 B.H.

Birth of `Ali bin Abi Talibra - the fourth Khalifa after the Holy
Prophetsa, and his first cousin.

14 B.H.

Heraclius in Constantinople.
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The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was visited by the angel Jibraeelas
(Gabriel) who asked him to read from the Holy Qur‘an.
Hadhrat Khadijah ra, Hadhrat Abu Bakr ra and Hadhrat Alira were
the first to accept Islam.
9 B.H.

The first migration of Muslims to Habasha (Ethopia, Africa)

8 B.H.

Hadhrat Hamzara, the Prophet's uncle accepts Islam
Hadhrat Omar ra accepts Islam.

7 B.H.

Boycott of the Bani Hashim by the Quraish in Shob-i-`Ali.

4 B.H.

End of the boycott.
Death of Hadhrat Abu Talibra.
Death of Hahdrat Khadijahra, the beloved wife of the Prophet sa.

3 B.H.

The Prophet's visit to Ta‘if.
The first group of persons from Madina accepts Islam.

2 B.H.

The first oath of Aqaba.

1 B.H.

The second oath of Aqaba.
Jerusalem was conquered by the Sassanids.

614 A.D.
622 A.D.

1 A.H.

Prophet Muhammadsa and fellow Muslims migrate to Madina.
The beginning of the Islamic calendar from Hijrah year 1.1.01
A.H., on Friday, July 16, 622 A.D.
Prophet lays the foundations of the Quba Masjid. Masjid Nabavi is
also built.
The Azan is instituted and Hadhrat Bilal ra acts as the first
muazzin.
The Qibla is changed from Masjid Al-Aqsa to Masjid al-Haram.

2 A.H.
Fasting in the month of Ramadhan is ordained.
The Battle of Badr occurs on 17th of Ramadhan 2 A.H.
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Hadhrat Sayyidah Fatima ra marries Hadhrat `Ali ra
3 A.H.

The Battle of Uhud

5 A.H.

The Battle of the Trench
The Holy Prophetsa marries Zainab bint Jahashra, the divorced
wife of Zaid (ra).

6 A.H.

Hudaybiyah Peace Treaty
Khalid bin Walid and Amr bin al-Aas accept Islam after the Treaty.
King Najashi of Axum (Ethiopia) accepts Islam.
The Egyptian ruler sends a maiden Mariah as a gift for the
Prophetsa. Hadhrat Mariahra accepts Islam and becomes a wife to
the Prophet.
Badhan, the Persian governor of Yemen, accepts Islam.

7 A.H.

The Battle of Khaibar
The Prophet performs Umrah with his Sahabahra
The Prophet marries Hadhrat Safiyahra.

8 A.H.

Conquest of Makkah. The Holy Prophetsa enters K`aba on
Friday, 20th of Ramadhan and orders the demolition of all idols.

9 A.H.

The Battle of Tabook
The Prophet sends Sahabah for Hajj, headed by Hadhrat Abu
bakrra.
Non-Muslims are forbidden to enter Masjid al-Haram from this
date forward.

632 A.D.

10 A.H.

The Farewell Hajj (pilgrimage) of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
with more than 100,000 Muslims.

11 A.H.

The Prophet Muhammad sa died in the city of Madina on Monday,
the 12th Rabi-al-Awwal, at the age of 63.
Hadhrat Abu Bakrra becomes the first Caliph of Islam.
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CUMULATIVE
ASSIGNMENT

When we ponder over the life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad sa, we are overwhelmed
and realize that he truly was the best of all human beings, and deserves the status
granted to him.
Prepare a PowerPoint presentation or a Bristol board group presentation based on
one aspect of the life of the Holy Prophetsa, for example treatment to enemies or family
matters. Include references from Ahadith and Sunnah.
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Khilafat After
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
(Khilafat-e-Rashida)
(Part-1)

What is Khilafat?
The word ―Khalifa‖ means a ―successor‖. A law bearing prophet is a Khalifatullah, a
successor to Allah. Hadhrat Adamas and Hadhrat Daudas are called Khalifas by Allah in
the Holy Qur‘an (2:31 and 38:27).
A prophet who carries on the teachings of another greater prophet is khalifaturrasool,
successor to a law bearing prophet. The Promised Messiahas was khalifaturrasool. He
was Khalifa to the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa.
People other than prophets also become Khalifas. When a prophet passes away, God
raises holy and pious men to carry on and protect a prophet‘s message and to keep
the followers of prophet united and firm in their faith.

The Holy Qur’an on Khilafat
Khilafat is a blessing Allah has bestowed on people, under certain conditions. In the
Holy Qur‘an, Allah says:
“Allah has promised to those among you who believe and do good works that
He will surely make them Successors in the earth, as He made Successors from
among those who were before them.” (Surah Al-Nur, Verse 56)

Sayings of the Holy Prophetsa on Khilafat:

A system of Khilafat was established after the demise of the Holy Prophetsa. We know
it as Khilafat-e-Rashida. The Holy Prophetsa, prophesied about Khilafat-e-Rashida in
his life. Hudhursa also prophesied about the loss of real khilafat among Muslims over
time, and the re-establishment of it in the latter days. The following hadith explains it
all:
"Prophethood shall remain among you as long as Allah shall will. He will bring
about its end and follow it with Khilafat on the precepts of prophethood for as
long as He shall will and then bring about its end. A tyrannical monarchy will
then follow and will remain as long as Allah shall will and then come to an end.
There will follow thereafter, monarchial despotism to last as long as Allah shall
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will and come to an end upon His decree. There will then emerge Khilafat on
precept of Prophethood." The Holy Prophet sa said no more. (Masnad Ahmad)
It is this Khilafat ―on the precept of Prophethood‖, foretold by the Holy Prophet sa, that
we are blessed to be a part of today. The Promised Messiah as was khalifaturrasool: a
prophet who was appointed to revive the teachings of the Holy Prophet sa. The
Promised Messiahas foretold about the second manifestation as:
“..He shows two manifestations of His power; firstly at the hands of His Apostle;
secondly at a time following the death of the Apostle when obstacles spring up
in the way, the enemies gain force,……then Allah once more shows a powerful
manifestation of His hand, enabling the community to stand firmly on its feet.
(Al-Wasiyyat, pp5)
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The Successors of
The Holy Prophetsa
Hadhrat Abu Bakrra - First Successor / Khalifa of
the Holy Prophetsa
Period of Khilafat: 632 A.D. to 634 A.D.
His name was Hadhrat Abu Bakrra and he was born in Makkah in 572 A.D. He was a
cloth merchant. Hadhrat Abu Bakrra was a close friend of the Holy Prophetsa. He was
sa
the first man to accept the claim of prophethood by the Holy Prophet and earned the
title Siddeeq, the truthful.
He remained by the side of the Holy Prophetsa whether it was peace or war. He helped
sa
the poor and freed many slaves. He was with the Holy Prophet during his migration
from Makkah to Madina, and he was the only companion with Hudhur in the cave of
Thaur.
Throughout his life, he was fully devoted to the service of Islam and always tried to
surpass others in financial sacrifices. He was a highly dedicated companion of the
Holy Prophetsa. When the Prophet sa fell seriously ill, he instructed Hadhrat Abu Bakrra
to lead the daily prayers.
After the demise of the Holy Prophetsa, Hadhrat Abu Bakrra was elected as the first
Khalifa.
In his period of Khilafat, a number of tribes renounced Islam. Hahrat Abu Bakr ra sent
troops and suppressed the rebellions.
Secondly, many people refused to pay Zakat, a pillar of Islam, essential for fulfilling the
needs of the Islamic state and taking care of the poor. Hadhrat Abu Bakr ra vowed to
collect Zakat from everyone and took effective measures to achieve this goal.
Thirdly, he responded a number of ambitious people pretending to be prophets and
defeated them. He dealt successfully with the internal disorders.
Hadhrat Abu Bakrra also sent armies to fight against the external enemies threatening
the security of the Islamic state. The Muslim army crushed a rebellion in Bahrain,
defeated the Persians, and then the Romans in the battles of Ajnadan and Yarmuk.
The whole of Syria came under the control of the Islamic state during his Khilafat.
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The writing and arrangement of the Holy Qur‘an was done under the supervision of the
Holy Prophetsa but it was in the Khilafat of Hadhrat Abu Bakr ra that all the pieces of
writing (written on various pieces of skin, leaves and slates) were collected and
preserved in one place.
He was able to unite the Muslims under the system of Khilafat and dealt successfully
with all internal and external disorders and rebellions. Hadhrat Abu Bakr ra passed
away in 634 A.D. after remaining ill for fifteen days. He was buried beside the Holy
Prophetsa.

Hadhrat `Umar Farooqra - Second Successor of
the Holy Prophetsa
Period of Khilafat: 634 A.D. to 644 A.D.
His personal name was `Umar, Farooq was his title, and Ibn-Khattab was his family
name. He was born in 581 A.D. in Makkah and belonged to a noble family of Quraish.
He was a renowned businessman.
When the Holy Prophetsa announced his claim to prophethood, he became a fierce
enemy of Islam. After he read some verses of the Holy Qur`an his heart was
transformed and he accepted Islam. As he was a strong, fearless and influential man
of Makkah, he proved to be a source of strength for Muslims.
Hadhrat `Umarra devoted his wealth and dedicated his life for the cause of Islam. He
participated in almost all battles with the Holy Prophetsa and Hudhur used to consult
him in many important matters.
He was chosen the second Khalifa of Muslims after the demise of Hadhrat Abu Bakr ra.
During the ten years of his Khilafat, the Islamic state expanded and progressed
extensively.
During his Khilafat many battles were fought against Iran, Iraq, Syria and Egypt and
vast areas of land came under Muslim rule.
Hadhrat `Umarra paid full attention to the welfare of his people and established a
splendid system of administration. He established Majlis Shura (consultative body of
advisors to the Khalifa), divided the Islamic state into provinces for better
management, established a finance department, built schools and mosques, and
introduced the Islamic Calendar of Hijrah.
In the year 644 A.D., a Persian slave stabbed Hadhrat `Umarra while he was offering
prayers in the mosque. He passed away at the age of sixty-three. Before his death, he
requested Hadhrat Ayeshara to let him be buried beside the Holy Prophetsa and
Hadhrat Abu Bakrra. Hadhrat Ayeshara granted his request and he was buried with his
two great companions.
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Hadhrat `Uthman Ghanira - Third Successor of the
Holy Prophetsa
Period of Khilafat: 644 A.D. to 656 A.D.
Hadhrat `Uthmanra belonged to the family Banu Umayya of Quraish. He was a wealthy
and famous trader. He was given the title ―Ghani‖ because of his generosity towards
the poor and the needy.
He was the fourth person to accept Islam, as a result of the preaching of Hadhrat Abu
Bakrra. He was persecuted by his uncle and migrated twice, first to Abyssinia and then
to Madina.
The Holy Prophet‘s two daughters were married to Hadhrat `Uthmanra; he was called
Zun-Noorain, meaning the one with two lights. He spent a lot of his wealth for the
cause of Islam. He was one of the ten blessed ones who received the good news of
going to paradise, during their lives.
During the Khilafat of Hadhrat `Uthmanra, the Islamic Empire further expanded. Battles
against Iran and Rome were fought and won by Muslims and the whole Iran, Asia
Minor and Egypt came under Muslim control. A navy and Islamic fleet was established
during his era of Khilafat.
He ordered standard copies of the Qur`an to be prepared from the one copy compiled
by Hadhrat Abu Bakrra, and sent them to all provinces.
The first years of his Khilafat were peaceful but the last six years passed in chaos. It
was due to the conspiracies of different groups who started laying unjustified charges
against Hadhrat `Uthmanra. Due to his extremely kind and gentle character, the
rebellious people increased in their mischief.
Hadhrat `Uthmanra refused to fight the people who wanted to remove him from power,
for the sake of preventing bloodshed. His house was surrounded by rebels and he was
martyred on 656 A.D. at the age of 82, while he was reciting the Holy Qur`an.

Hadhrat `Alira - The Fourth Successor of the Holy
Prophetsa
Period of Khilafat: 656 A.D. to 661 A.D.
Hadhrat `Alira was the son of the Holy Prophet‘ssa Uncle Hadhrat Abu Talibra. He was
born in Makkah and he was the first child to accept Islam. When the Holy Prophet sa left
for Madina, Hadhrat `Ali ra slept in his bed, to return the goods of the people.
He was a brave and skilled warrior and participated in almost all battles with the Holy
Prophetsa. He was married to the daughter of the Holy Prophetsa, Hadhrat Fatimahra.
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Hadhrat `Alira was chosen the fourth Khalifa, six days after the death of Hadhrat
`Uthmanra. Because of the chaotic conditions in Madina, he moved the capital to Kufah
in Iraq.
The Muslims demanded the immediate punishment of the murderers of Hadhrat
ra
`Uthman , but Hadhrat `Alira announced that the top priority was to restore law and
order and peace to the Islamic state.
Some prominent companions of the Holy Prophetsa were among those who did not
agree with Hadhrat `Ali ra and raised an army. A battle (battle of Jamal) was fought
between the two Muslim groups and Hadhrat `Ali ra‘s forces won.
Hadhrat Alira urged the groups who wanted to avenge Hadhrat Uthman ra to submit to
him in the best interest of Islam but they refused. The two armies fought a battle at
Saffain; there were heavy casualties on both sides and the battle ended in an accord.
They decided to settle the matter through an arbitration committee.
The people against the proposal of arbitration separated from Hadhrat Ali ra and chose
a separate Ameer for them. They were called ―Khawaarij‖ (outsiders). A fierce battle
was fought between the forces of Hadhrat `Ali ra and the Khawaarij where the latter
suffered great losses.
After their crushing defeat, the Khawaarij planned to murder Hadhrat `Alira and two
other Muslims leaders. The other two managed to escape but Hadhrat `Alira was fatally
wounded by the attacker while going to the mosque, and died two days later in 661
A.D.

Exercise:
Choose 3 partners from your class, each one of you should write about 1 of the
Khulafa of the Holy Prophetsa.
Prepare a presentation on their life. Include their achievements, their period of Khilafat,
and their encounters with the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa.
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The Institution of Khilafat
(Part-2)

Sayings of the Promised Messiahas on Khilafat

The successor of the Promised Messiahas is called “Khalifatul Massih” – ‗Khalifa to
the Promised Messiah‘. The Promised Messiahas mentioned the establishment of this
Khilafat in his book Al-Wassiyat.
Hudhur wrote:
“You should therefore neither grieve over what I have told you (that the hour of
my demise is near) nor should you be heart-broken, for it is mandatory that you
see God's second manifestation. The coming of that manifestation is a lot better
for you because it is eternal whose succession will not terminate till the end of
days. When I go, Allah will send to you the second manifestation and it will stay
with you forever. (Al-Wassiyat, pp. 6-7)
The Institution of Khilafat in Jama`at-e-Ahmadiyya is that second manifestation
which will stay with us forever, provided we ―believe and do good works‖ as demanded
by Allah.

The Election of Khalifatul Masih
Islamic teaching regarding appointment and status of a Khalifah is that the office of
Khilafat can under no circumstances be inherited. Rather, Khilafat is a holy trust that is
entrusted to a pious member of the Jama‘at through election.
The Khalifatul Masih (successor to the Promised Messiah and Mahdi as) is elected to
the office by voting by the members of the Electoral College, which was established
for this purpose by Hadhrat Musleh Mau`ud Hadhrat Mirza Basir-u-Din Mahmood
Ahmad Khalifatul Masih IIra. During the election of the Khalifa, names are proposed
and seconded by the members of the Electoral College, and then they vote for the
proposed names by raising their hands.

Some Differences from Worldly Elections
There is absolutely no campaigning allowed by anyone for this position. There is also
no campaigning among the voting members to influence the vote of others. The votes
are cast openly.
Ahmadi Muslims firmly believe that it is Allah who selects the Khalifah as he did in the
Khilafat-i-Rashida; for whenever an election of the Khalifah occurs, the hearts and
minds of the electors are all turned towards the same person.
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Since we believe Allah appoints a Khalifa, once elected, the Khalifa stays in that office
for his life. It is when a Khalifa passes away, that the next Khalifa is elected. After
taking Bai‟at from the community, the new Khalifa then leads the funeral prayers of
the demised Khalifa and the burial proceeds.

What is Bai`at?
A Bai`at is a pledge of allegiance, which people take on the hand of a Prophet or a
Khalifa to acknowledge his divinely appointed status and to promise their complete
submission and obedience to him.
When a Khalifah has been elected, every man, woman, and child of the community
must render complete and utter obedience to him, and reaffirm their Bai‘at (allegiance)
to him.

Status of Khalifatul Masih

The Khalifa to the Promised Messiahas is the worldwide Head of the Ahmadiyya
Muslim Community. The presence of the Khalifah is a great blessing from Allah for the
Jama‘at. He is the spiritual leader of every Ahmadi, towards whom every member
looks for guidance.
Whenever, a Khalifah makes a plan or proposes a scheme/program for the
community, he does so with Allah‘s guidance and assistance. He is concerned for the
welfare of every member of the community. Believing that Allah‘s special favour is with
his chosen Khalifa, we write to Hudhur (our Khalifa), requesting prayers for our daily
lives.

Khulafaa (plural of Khalifa) of the Promised
Messiahas
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Hadhrat Alhaaj Maulana Hakeem Nooruddinra
Hadhrat Alhaaj Mirza Bashiruddin Mahmood Ahmadra
Hadhrat Hafiz Mirza Nasir Ahmadra
Hadhrat Mirza Tahir Ahmadrh
Hadhrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad may Allah strenghten his hand with mighty help

Salutation:
as =
(ra) =
(rh) =
(aa) =

Alaih-e-Salam -May peace be upon him
Razi Allah-o- Ta`ala Anha – May Allah be pleased with him
Rahmaullah Alaih – May Allah shower His mercy upon him
Ayyadullah Ta`ala Binasrul Aziz –May Allah strengthen his
hands with mighty help
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Exercise:
1. What does the word Khalifa mean?
1. What is the difference between Khalifatullah and Khalifaturrasool?
2. What is the name associated with the Khilafat after the Holy Prophet

sa

?

3. How does Allah appoint a Khalifa?
4. What are the successors to the Promised Messiahas called?
5. What is Qudrat-e-Thaniya or the second manifestation?
6. How long will this Khilafat remain?
7. Who established the Electoral College and for what purpose?
8. How long does a Khalifa stay in office?
9. What is Bai`at?
10. Name the Khulafa of the Promised Messiah as.
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Successors of
The Promised Messiahas
Hadhrat Hakeem Maulana Nooruddin
Khalifatul Masih Ira
Period of Khilafat: May 27, 1908 – March 13, 1914 (6 years)

Hadhrat Maulana Nooruddinra was the first successor of the Promised Messiah as. He
was born in 1841 at Bhera, Punjab (now a part of Pakistan). His father‘s name was
Ghulam Rasool and mother‘s name was Noor Bakht. His family had a great love for
the Holy Qur‘an, that he also inherited.
He learned the Holy Qur‘an from his mother and received his general education from
public schools. His academic record was excellent and he served as the head master
of one school for four years. He traveled all over India to gain knowledge. At the age of
25 he went to Makkah and Madina to perform Hajj and study Hadith. He was a
learned scholar of Qur‘anic Studies, languages and natural medicine.
After coming back to India, he established a school of Qur‘anic studies and also
started a clinic of natural medicine. God had given him miraculous healing power and
his prayers were abundantly accepted. The Maharajah of Kashmir appointed him as
his court physician after hearing of his fame.
Soon after hearing of Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad as, he went to see him in Qadian
and he recognized the truth at the very first sight of the Promised Messiahas. He
became the most devoted companion of the Promised Messiah as and was the first
person to take ba`iat on Mar. 23, 1889.
He stayed in Kashmir until 1892 and then returned to his hometown of Bhera. He
started the construction of a large clinic there, but when the Promised Messiah as asked
him to make Qadian his permanent home, he stayed and never even thought of
returning to Bhera.
He established a clinic in Qadian in which he provided free treatment to the poor. He
taught the Holy Qur‘an and Ahadith to the children of the Promised Messiah as and to
hundreds of other students. He served as a teacher of Arabic in the Ta`leemul Islam
High School. He was also appointed the President of the Sadr Anjuman Ahmadiyya,
Qadian. He wrote in the Al-Hakm and Al-Badr newspapers and completed translation
of the Holy Qur‘an.
After the sad demise of the Promised Messiahas, he was elected as the first Khalifa on
May 27th, 1908.
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Some of the important events of his khilafat are as follows:
Consolidation of the System of Khilafat.
Baitul Maal or the Treasury was set up in May 1908.
Madrasa Ahmadiyya, a school of religious education was founded on March1,
1909.
On March 5, 1910 he laid the foundation stone of Masjid Noor.
In 1911, Anjuman Ansarullah was established by Hadhrat Mirza Bashiruddin
Mahmood Ahmadra.
Foundation stone of Ta`limul Islam High School was laid on July 25, 1912.
Publication of the newspaper Al-Fazal was started on June 19, 1913.
First foreign mission was established in England in June 1913.
In Jan. 1914, he fell seriously ill but his religious activities were not interrupted,
particularly his Dars-e-Qur‘an. He passed away on March 13, 1914 while he was
saying his prayer, at the age of 73.

Exercise:
1. How long was the period of Khilafat of Hadhrat Hakeem Maulana Nooruddin ra ?
2. Where is he buried?
3. What is the special honour of Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih I ra that cannot be shared
by anyone else?
4. Write about his contributions towards the education of Jama`at.
5. Mark the following statements as true or false:
Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih I ra was a doctor.
He memorized the Holy Qur‘an at the age of 13.
He established a foreign mission in America.
He stayed in Qadian after the Promised Messiah as asked him to give up the
plans of going back to Bhera.
He passed away before the Promised Messiahas.
He taught Arabic in the T`alimul Islam High School.
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Hadhrat Mirza Bashiruddin Mahmood Ahmad
Khalifatul Masih IIra
Period of Khilafat: March 14, 1914 – November 8, 1965 (52 years)
Hadhrat Mirza Bashiruddin Mahmood Ahmadra was the second successor of the
Promised Messaih as.
He was the Promised son of the Promised Messiah as whose birth was foretold by God
Almighty. As a result of that grand prophecy regarding Musleh Mau`ud, he was born
on Jan. 12, 1889. That prophecy was published three years earlier on February 20,
1886, in which Allah gave him the glad tidings of the birth of a pure son within a period
of nine years, who would be extremely intelligent and highly learned, and whose fame
would spread to the ends of the earth and nations would be blessed through him.
He received his primary education in a school of Qadian and later in the T`alimul Islam
School. He could not do well in his studies due to his persistent ill health. His
academic career came to an end when he failed in the Matriculation (Grade 10)
examination. He learned the translation of the Holy Qur‘an and Ahadith from Hadhrat
Maulana Nooruddinra. He began his independent study of religion, history, literature
and various other subjects and developed into a great scholar and had mastery over
many subjects.
He received his first revelation in 1905 when he was only sixteen years old. An angel
taught him the commentary of Surah Fatihah when he was 18 years of age. From
then onward, he was gifted with an unusual knowledge of the commentary of the Holy
Qur‘an.
In 1911, he founded Anjuman Ansarullah, an auxiliary organization of men of age 40
and above in Ahmadiyya Jama`at. In 1912 he performed the pilgrimage to Makkah. In
1913 he started the publication of Al-Fadl newspaper of the Jama`at.
He was elected as Khalifatul Masih II after the demise of Khalifatul Masih I, when he
was only 25 years old. About 2,000 Ahmadis present at that occasion took Bai‘at at
his hands. There was a small but influential group of opponents within the community,
who did not take the Bai‘at. They tried to put an end to the system of Khilafat but the
followers of the young Khalifatul Masih grew rapidly, whereas his opponents were
reduced to an insignificant group (Lahori Jama`at).
His period of Khilafat was full of unusually great achievements that demonstrated
Divine help. Some highlights of his achievements are as follows:
The first Majlis-e-Shura (Consultative Body) Session of his Khilafat took place in
1914 to formulate a worldwide Tabligh Plan. In 1922 Majlis Shura was
established for the first time, as a permanent advisory body to the Khalifa.
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On Dec 1915, the commentary of first part of the Holy Qur‘an was published.
In 1919 various departments (Nazarats) were setup to streamline the working of
Sadr Anjuman Ahmadiyya.
Jaami`a Ahmadiyya, an elite institution for training and producing qualified
Muslim missionaries was inaugurated in 1928.
His elder brother Hadhrat Mirza Sultan Ahmad (r.a) took Bai‘at at his hands and
became the fourth Ahmadi son of the Promised Messiah as, fulfilling the part of
the prophecy regarding Musleh Mau`ud that He will covert three into four.
He wrote a large number of books, including ten volumes of the Tafseer-eKabeer, the detailed commentary of the Holy Qur‘an.
Many new Ahmadiyya missions were opened in a number of foreign countries.
The Fadl Mosque was founded on October 19, 1924.
Tehrik-e-Jadid was initiated in 1934 to further promote the missionary work in
foreign countries. As a result of this scheme, various foreign missions were
opened and mosques were built.
The rapidly growing community was divided into different age groups to ensure
better training of all Jama`at members like Lajna Amaa‘illah, Nasiratul
Ahmadiyya, Majlis Ansarullah, Atfalul Ahmadiyya, Khuddamul Ahmadiyya and
Majlis Ansarullah.
In January 1944, he claimed for the first time that he was the ‗Promised Son‘ as
mentioned in the prophecy regarding Musleh Mau`ud. The claim was based on
divine revelations and dreams.
In 1947 Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih IIra migrated to Pakistan along with the
Jama`at members. He laid the foundation of the new headquarter at Rabwah in
1948.
In 1957 Waqf-e-Jadid was initiated to expand missionary work to educate and
impart religious training to rural population inside Pakistan
Tafseer-e-Sagheer, the short commentary of the Holy Qur‘an was completed in
1957.
On March 10, 1954, he survived an attempt on his life, but he was seriously wounded
in his neck. His condition gradually worsened over a period of seven years after that.
He passed away at the age of 77 on November 8, 1965.

Exercise:
1. What is the name of Khalifatul Masih (II)?
2. Why Khalifatul Masih II ra is considered the Promised Son?
3. What was the basic education of Khalifatul Masih IIra?
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4. How old was he when he received his first revelation?
5. What was his age when he was chosen as the Khalifa?
6. What is Majlis Shura and when was it formed?
7. When and where was the foundation of the new headquarter for Jama‘at laid?
8. How have the auxillary organizations initiated by Hahdrat Khalifatul Masih II ra
helped the Jama‘at to progress even more?
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Hadhrat Hafiz Mirza Nasir Ahmad
Khalifatul Masih IIIrh
Period of Khilafat: Nov. 9, 1965 – June 9, 1982 (17 years)

Hadhrat Mirza Nasir Ahmadrh, the third Khalifa of the Promised Messiahas was born on
November 16, 1909. He was the grandson of the Promised Messiah as and the son of
Khalifatul Masih IIra.
He became Hafiz at the age of 13, when he completed the memorization of the Holy
Qur‘an. He obtained the degree of Maulvi Faadil (Religious Scholar) from the Punjab
University. He obtained a Masters degree from Oxford University (England).
Soon after his return from higher studies, he started serving as a professor and then
became a Principal of Jaami`a Ahmadiyya Qadian (1939-1944). Later he served as a
Principal of Taleemul Islam College, Rabwah until he became elected as the third
Khalifatul Masih.
He also served as Sadr Majlis Khudamul Ahmadiyya (1939-1949) and then as Sadr
Majlis Ansarullah and later as Sadr of Sadr Anjuman Ahmadiyya (main administrative
body of the Jama`at).
When Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih IIra passed away, Hadhrat Mirza Nasir Ahmadra was
elected as the third successor of the Promised Messiah as.
Some of the main features of his Khilafat are:
Established the scheme Fadl-e-`Umar Foundation (December 1965) in the
memory of Hadhrat Fadl-e-`Umar, Mirza Bashir-u-Din Mahmud AhmadKhalifatul Masih IIra, to promote research, education, missionary work and
economic welfare of the Jama`at.
Nusrat Jehan Scheme (June 1970) was announced for the establishment of
hospitals and schools in West Africa for the service of humanity and without
any profit.
Centenary Jublilee Scheme was announced to mark not only 100 years of the
existence of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama`at but also to plan an intensive
program for the spread of Islam.
Waqf-e-Aarzi scheme was announced in 1966 for Ahmadi Muslims to
volunteer for at least two weeks for the teaching of the Holy Qur‘an and
religious training of local Ahmadis.
Majlis Moosiyaan/ Moosiyat was instituted in 1966.
He announced the golden Islamic motto when he laid the foundation of Masjid
Basharat, Spain.
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“Love for all, Hatred for None”
In 1974 riots against Ahmadis broke out backed by the government of Pakistan.
During that critical period, Ahmadis under the Khalifa‘s guidance faced all kinds of
hardships with patience and endurance.
After a short illness he passed away on June 9, 1982.

Exercise:
1. Mark the statements as true or false:
He was the son of the Promised Messiahas.
He was a brother of the Khalifatul Masih IVra.
He had memorized the Holy Qur‘an.
He learned the holy Qur‘an from Khalifatul Masih Ira.
He was the principal of Jamiah Ahmadiyya in Rabwah.
2. What was the purpose of Fazl-e-`Umar Foundation?
3. What was the purpose of Nusrat Jahan Scheme?
4. What was the aim of the Waqf-e-Aarzi scheme?
5. What Islamic motto did he present?
6. After how long did the Muslims build a mosque in Spain?
7. How long was his period of Khilafat?
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Hadhrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad
Khalifatul Masih IVrh
Period of Khilafat: November 10, 1982 – April 21, 2003 (21 years)
He was born in Qadian on December.18, 1928. He was the son of Hadhrat Mirza
Bashiruddin Mahmood Ahmadra and the grandson of the Promised Messiahas.
He obtained his high school education in 1944 at Talimul Islam High School, Qadian
and then his higher secondary education from Government College Lahore. He
obtained the degree Shahid (Religious Scholar) from Jaami` ah Ahmadiyya, Rabwah.
He obtained some higher education in the School of Oriental Studies, London
University.
He served as Nazim Irshad of Waqf-e-Jadid and also as Sadr Majlis Khuddamul
Ahmadiyya (1966-1969) and as a Director of Fadl-e-`Umar foundation and later as
Sadr Majlis Ansarullah (1979-1982).
Hadhrat Mirza Tahir Ahmadrh was elected as Khalifatul Masih IV on June 10, 1982.
His achievements are as follows:
He launched a number of schemes to mobilize Jama`at‘s efforts for the
worldwide spread of Islam.
The Waqf-e-Jadid Extension in 1985 was announced and extended to all
countries of the world.
Da`wat Ill`Allah scheme was launched meaning ‗Calling to the path of Allah‘.
Waqf-e-Nau Scheme (1987) was announced to urge Ahmadi families to
dedicate their newborn children to serve the Jama`at.
He migrated to England on Apr. 29, 1984 to safeguard the institution of Khilafat.
His migration opened a new era in the history of the Jama`at.
The Centenary Celebrations were held in all parts of the world to mark the
completion of first century of Ahmadiyyat.
In 1991 Hudhurrh went to Qadian to attend the 100th Jalsa Salana. It was a
historic event as after 1947, it was the first visit of any Khalifa to Qadian.
The blessed system of Muslim Television Ahmadiyya (MTA) was started.
He inaugurated the Baitul Islam Mosque (Toronto, Canada), on October 16,
1992. On this occasion it was the first time that a Friday Sermon was
transmitted live to all continents of the world.
On October 1994, he inaugurated Baitur Rahman Mosque Maryland, U.S.A and
the Jama`at‘s first satellite station.
In April 1996, 24-hour worldwide MTA service was started.
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Hadur delivered numerous lectures at renowned institutes, wrote many books
and held very informative sessions of Majalis-e-Irfan.
The International Bai`at Ceremony telecasted all over the world and allowed
Ahmadies all over the world to pledge their loyalty to their Khalifa
simultaneously.
He passed away on April 21, 2003, and thus this dynamic era of Khilafat came to an
end.

Exercise:
1. Name two services/ duties performed by Khalifatul Masih IV rh before he became
Khalifa.
2. What was the name of his father and grandfather?
3. Why did Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih IVrh have to leave Pakistan, write a 500 words
report on this migration?
4. What grand scheme of Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih IVrh further enabled the
propogation of Islam, Ahmadiyyat?
5. Write the names of two MTA programs of Hudhurrh.
6. What is the purpose of the Waqf-e-Nau scheme?
7. Name 5 books that Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih IVrh wrote?
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Hadhrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad
Khalifatul Masih Vaa
Period of Khilafat: April 22, 2003 to date
Hadhrat Mirza Masroor Ahmadaa was was born on 15 September, 1950 in Rabwah,
Pakistan. He is the son of Hadhrat Mirza Mansoor Ahmad, the grandson of Hadhrat
Mirza Sharif Ahmad and the great grandson of the Promised Messiah as. He is also the
maternal grandson of Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih IIra.
He got his primary education from T`alimul Islam High School, Rabwah and obtained
his Bachelors Degree from T`alimul Islam College, Rabwah. In 1976, he earned his
Masters of Science degree in Agricultural Economics from the Agricultural University,
Faisalabad, Pakistan.
He became a Moosi at the young age of 17. In 1977, he became Waqf-i-Zindagi
(devoted his life) to the service of the Jama`at and proceeded to Ghana under the
Nusrat Jehan Scheme.
He was the founding principal of the Ahmadiyya Secondary School, Salaga, Ghana for
two years and later he served as the principal of another school in central region of
Ghana for four years.
Hadhrat Mirza Masroor Ahmadaa was appointed manager of the Ahmadiyya
Agricultural Farm in Depali, in the northern region of Ghana for two years. He also
conducted successful experiments of growing wheat in Ghana. The first successful
experiment of planting, growing and nurturing wheat as an economic crop in Ghana
was exhibited at an international trade fair and the results were submitted to the
Ministry of Agriculture of Ghana. This helped the Ghanian economy and paved the
way for nation‘s self-sufficiency.
He went back to Pakistan in 1985 and was appointed as Wakilul-Maal (Department InCharge of Financial Affairs). In 1994, he was appointed as Nazir Taleem (Director of
Education). On December 10, 1997, Hadhrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad rh appointed Hadhrat
Mirza Masroor Ahmadaa as Nazir A‘la (Chief Executive Director) of Sadr Anjuman
Ahmadiyya, Pakistan and Local Amir. He served at these posts until being elected as
the fifth Khalifatul Masih.
Hadhrat Mirza Masroor Ahmadaa was elected as the fifth successor of the Promised
Messiahas on 22nd April, 2003.
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Exercise:
1. When was Khailfatul Masih Vaa elected as the Khalifa?
2. Write the names of his maternal and paternal grandfathers?
3. What were the two important offices/ posts he held before being appointed as
the Khalifatul Masih?
4. Which prayer scheme has Hudhuraa for the preparation of the Khilafat Jubilee?
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Ahmadiyya Jama`at
Ahmadiyya movement in Islam is a religious organization with branches in over 174
countries all over the world. As mentioned before, this Jama`at was established by
Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmed, the Promised Messiahas in a small village of India,
called Qadian. Those who believe in the Promised Messiahas are called Ahmadi
Muslim.
Our region is the true Islam. The system of our Jama`at is as follows:

Khalifatul Masih
Khalifa is the head of the worldwide Ahmadiyya community. Our present Khalifatul
Masih is Hadhrat Mirza Masroor Ahmadaa.

Amir
Amir is the Head of the Jama`at of a country. He takes care of the Jama`at within the
country. Every Amir has his own executive committee that has Secretaries to take care
of different departments, like education, training, preaching, etc.

President
The whole country is divided into city or town branches, called local branches. The
president is the head of the local Jama`at. Every president also has his own executive
committee to take care of the same departments at the local (town or city) level.

Secretary
A secretary is the head of a department. For example, Secretary Tabligh, Secretary
Mal (Finance), etc. They all work under the command of their president or Amir.

Auxiliary Organizations

Hadhrat Mirza Bashiruddin Mahmood Ahmadra, the second Khalifa, divided the
Jama`at into different age groups for the better training of the Jama`at members.
These groups are called Auxiliary Organizations. Every organization has its own
president, and executive committee consisting of Secretaries of all the departments.
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Ahmadi Muslim
Male
Majlis Atfalul
Ahmadiyya
Majlis
Khuddamul
Ahmadiyya
Majlis Ansarul
Ahmadiyya

Female

Age: 7-15
years

Nasirat-ulAhmadiyya

Age: 7-15
years

Age: 16-39
years

Lajna
Ima`illah

Age: 16- plus

Age: 40- plus
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Difference Between
Ahmadies and Non-Ahmadies
What is Ahmadiyyat?
The name Ahmadiyyat does not point to a new religion. Ahmadis are Muslims and
their religion is Islam. The name Ahmadiyyat is meant only to distinguish Ahmadi
Muslims from other Muslims.
Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmadas of Qadian, India, laid the foundation of the Ahmadiyya
Movement in Islam in 1889.
Ahmadi Muslims believe that Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad as is the same
Messiah whose coming was foretold by the Holy Prophetsa.
Ahmadi Muslims believe in the oneness of God, recite the same Kalimah, which
was recited by the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa himself.
They say their prayers and fast in the same manner as the Holy Prophet sa did;
and their Qiblah, their Azaan and their Qur‘an are all exactly the same as that of
the other Muslims.

Differences with Non-Ahmadi Muslims
There are three basic beliefs held by Ahmadi Muslims, which separate them from Non
Ahmadi Muslims. These beliefs are founded entirely on the Holy Qur‘an and upon the
traditions of the Holy Prophetsa:
1. The finality of Hadhrat Muhammad‘ssa Prophethood
2. The death of Hadhrat `Isaas (Jesus Christ)
3. The identity of Promised Messiahas

1. The Finality of Hadhrat Muhammad’ssa Prophethood

In verse 41 of Surah Al Ahzab, the Prophet Muhammadsa has been given the title of
„Khataman-Nabiyyeen‟, the Seal of the Prophets. A majority of Muslims interpret from
this verse that Holy Prophetsa was chronologically the last Prophet and that no new
Prophet can come after him.
According to Ahmadi Muslims, „Khataman-Nabiyyeen‟ does not mean that the Holy
Prophetsa is chronologically the last Prophet. It means the seal of the Prophets and a
seal is a mark of distinction and implies great perfection. Ahmadis believe that the door
to Prophethood is always open. However, a new Prophet after Hadhrat Muhammadsa
must be his follower and must be from within the fold of Islam. Ahmadi Muslims do
believe that Prophet Muhammadsa was the last ‗Law Bearing Prophet‘ and that no new
law giving Prophet can come after him.
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2. The Death of Hadhrat `Isaas (Jesus Christ)

Non-Ahmadi Muslims believe that Hadhrat `Isaas was not put on the cross and
that his place was actually taken by someone who resembled him. Hadhrat
`Isaas, according to them, was physically raised to heaven.
We as Ahmadis believe that Hadhrat `Isaas was a Prophet of God with
Messianic importance, yet a human being and had no supernatural powers.
We believe Hadhrat `Isaas was indeed put on the cross, but only for a few hours. We
believe that after recovering from his wounds Jesus traveled east to Kashmir where he
died a natural death and that his remains buried in a tomb in Srinagar, Mohallah
Khanyar, India.

The Tomb of Hadhrat `Isaas in Sirinagar, Kashmir, India

3. The Identity of the Promised Messiahas

A majority of non-Ahmadi Muslims believe that Hadhrat `Isaas himself will return one
day as the latter day Messiah. Ahmadi Muslims believe that since Hadhrat `Isaas has
already died a natural death; it can only be someone else who can appear as the latter
day Messiah. According to Ahmadi Muslims, this Promised Messiah has already come
in the person of Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, Qadianias.

Why Promised Messiahas is called `Isa Ibne
Maryam?
A question arises as to why the latter day Messiah has been referred to by the name
of `Isa Ibne Maryam, in the Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad sa. The reason is
the great resemblance this latter day Reformer bears to Hadhrat `Isaas in a number of
ways. Some important areas are discussed below:

1. Relationship to Law Giving Prophet

Hadhrat Isaas was not a law giving Prophet. He came some 1400 years after the
Prophet Hadhrat Musa as, the greatest law giving Prophet of Israelites. Similarly,
Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad was not a law bearing Prophet and came some 1400
years after the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa, the greatest law giving Prophet of all
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times.

2. Reason for Rejection by the People

Jews of the day rejected Hadhrat `Isa‘sas claim to Prophethood because they were
mistakenly awaiting the second coming of the Prophet Elijah as himself. Similarly,
Muslims of Hadhrat Ghulam Ahmad‘sas time rejected him because they too were
waiting for the second coming of Hadhrat `Isaas himself.

3. Objectives

The intention of Hadhrat `Isaas was to reform Judaism and not to found a new
religion. Similarly, Hadhrat Ghulam Ahmadas came to reform the Islam of his time
and not to found a new religion.

4. Teachings

Hadhrat `Isa‘sas teachings emphasized the gentler elements of the Jewish religion
such as meekness, humility, charity, forgiveness and repentance. Hadhrat `Isaas
was against the harsher elements of Mosaic Law.
Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad‘sas teachings also emphasized the gentler elements
of Islam such as patience, meekness, humility, forgiveness, charity and prayer. He
too was against some of the harsher elements of Islamic history such as Jihad with
sword or physical forces

Other Important Issues:
Interpretation of the tasks of the Promised Messiahas

In numerous traditions of the Holy Prophetsa it is mentioned that the second coming of
Hadhrat `Isaas would take place for three main reasons:
1. Breaking of the Cross
2. Killing of the swine
3. Destruction of the Anti-Christ (Dajjal)

1. Breaking of the Cross
According to Ahmadiyya understanding, the breaking of the cross does not mean
literal breaking of crosses made of wood or metal. It actually refers to such powerful
arguments that would break the strength of the faith of cross. The non-Ahmadi
scholars suggest that Hadhrat `Isaas would literally perform this act of breaking all
crosses; so he would roam the earth far and wide and would not rest until all crosses
are physically broken in the whole wide world.

2. Killing of the Swine
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We as Ahmadis, interpret the word ‗Swine‘ as a ‗symbol of impure conduct‘. By killing
of the swine, we mean the purification of the corrupt and their moral reformation. NonAhmadis believe Hadhrat `Isaas would not rest until he has literally performed the huge
task of chasing and killing every swine on earth.

3. Destruction of the Anti-Christ
The anti-Christ in, the Ahadith, is described as a great and oversized Giant, with his
right eye being blind but left eye having been gifted with special and supernatural
power of sight. With his left eye, he would be able to see far and wide, through the
hidden objects beneath the surface of earth. The giant would be so tall that his head
would be touching the clouds.
He would also have a donkey as oversized as himself. That donkey would eat fire for
energy. He would have side openings in his belly through which passengers would be
able to enter and sit comfortably in his belly. This donkey would travel so fast that it
would cover journeys of months‘ duration in days or even hours. It would stop at
different stages for picking new passengers. It would also be able to fly above the
clouds and swim across the oceans without sinking except for its knees.

Ahmadiyya Concept of Dajjal and His Donkey
According to Ahmadis, this prophecy points to future modes of travel invented by such
Christian powers who believe Jesus to be son of God. Such Christian powers are
referred to as the ‗Anti-Christ‘. All modern modes of travel, originally invented by great
Christian powers, such as trains, buses, ships and aeroplanes, perfectly fit in the
image of the donkey of the Antichrist.

The non-Ahmadis are entirely convinced that literally a huge Giant who would also
possess a huge donkey would eat fire, would help him conquer the world. Then
Hadhrat `Isaas will descend from heaven to destroy this ultra super-powerful giant.

The Concept of Jihad by the Promised Messiahas
According to the Holy Qur‘an, Jihad is a holy campaign to bring about a spiritual
revolution in the world. There are many forms of Jihad like:
1. Jihad of the Heart which refers to the struggle against one‘s evil desires
2. Jihad of the tongue or ‗Jihad of the pen‘ is forbidding of evil and ordering of
good
3. Jihad of hand is to carry out disciplinary actions to prevent sin
4. Jihad of the sword relates to fighting the non-believers for the sake of faith
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The Promised Messiahas considered „Jihad of the pen‟ the most important form of
Jihad in the modern times. He says the concept of Jihad has changed with time. He
writes that there are only three instances when Islam permits the use of force:
1. In the act of self defense
2. As a form of punishment such as death penalty for murder
3. To establish freedom for Muslims who are killed as a result of their religious
beliefs
As these three conditions of ‗Jihad of sword‘ are not present now so the Muslims of
this age are forbidden to fight in the name of religion. Non Ahmadi Muslims believe
that this Jihad is permissible in these days also.

Ahmadiyyat Presents a Living God Who Answers
their Prayers
A final distinction of Ahmadiyya Jama‘at is its belief in the power of prayer and
communion with God. The Ahmadi Muslims believe in a living God Who cares for His
servants and responds to their prayers and in this way He displays the signs of His
existence to the world.

CUMULATIVE
ASSIGNMENT

In groups of 4, have 2 students represent the non-Ahmadi standpoint, and 2 students
representatives of the Ahmadiyya viewpoint.
Engage in a debate, presenting the allegations and their rebuttals as presented by
Islam, Ahmadiyyat.
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Comparative Study of Other
Religions and Islam
There are other religions like Islam, which were and are practiced by different groups
and nations.There are religions that worship one God and there are religions that
worship several Gods but despite this difference all religions teach goodness.
The following is a brief introduction to some of the major religions:
Judaism
Christianity
Hinduism
Budhism
Islam

Judaism
Prophet:
Scripture:

Hadhrat Musaas (Moses)
The Hebrew Bible (Old Testament), and the 5 books of the Torah

Judaism is one of the oldest religions in the world. It was founded by Hadhrat Musa as.
He was a great prophet of God, who came about 500 years after
prophet Ibrahimas in the land of Egypt.
Torah was the holy book revealed to Prophet Musaas. It is also called
the Old Testament. The followers of Hadhrat Musa as are called Jews
or Jewish people.
Hadhrat Musaas taught his people to believe in one God, the Creator of all the worlds.
He also foretold that a prophet would come after him who would be their Messiah, and
Reformer.
1400 years later, when Allah appointed a prophet named Hadhrat `Isaas, the Jews did
not believe in him. They caused him pain, and put him on the cross. They also made
changes in the teachings of the Torah, thus changing the message of Allah.
The Jews are still waiting for their Messiah to come, not realizing that he has already
appeared in the person of Hadhrat `Isaas.
The Basic Beliefs of Judaism:
The belief in God
The belief that there is only one God
The belief in the non-corporeal nature of God
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The belief
The belief
The belief
The belief
The belief
The belief
The belief
The belief
The belief

that God is first and the last
that God is All-knowing, All seeing and the Lord
that prayers should only be directed to God
that God rewards the good and punishes the bad
that all words of prophets are true
that Moses is the chief of all prophets
that the present Torah is the same as revealed to Moses
that the law of Torah is the last law from God
in the coming of the Messiah

Christianity
Prophet:
Religious Book:

Hadhrat `Isaas (Jesus)
The New Testament, including the four gospels
and 23 other books

Place of Worship:

Church

Christianity was founded by Prophet `Isaas (Jesus), some 1400 years
after Hadhrat Musaas and some 2000 years ago from today.
Hadhrat `Isaas was a prophet of God, and was the Messiah of the
Jews, as prophesied by Hadhrat Musaas. He did not bring a new or
different law from the Torah; rather he renewed its teachings which the people had
forgotten.
Except for a few people, the Jews of that time did not accept him, and put him on the
cross to die, calling him a liar. It was a miracle of God that he survived from the cross
and migrated towards the eastern part of the world. He lived in the northern parts of
India until his death.
The holy book of Christians is called the Bible, or the ―New
Testament‖.
Early Christians who were the true followers of Jesus Christ believed
in one God, and worshipped the one God, just like the Jews.
Some years later, a Jew who accepted Christianity, and took the name of Paul,
changed some of the teachings of Hadhrat `Isaas. He also spread the false notion that,
naoozo billah, Hadhrat `Isaas was the son of God, to make it attractive for nonChristians to become Christians.
Many years after the death of Hadhrat `Isaas, some Christians created the concept that
―Jesus was the son of God. And he came down to earth from heaven to give his
sacrifice in order to pay for the sins of his people and take the punishment which they
deserved‖. These were not the teachings of Hadhrat `Isaas. These teachings were
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added to make Christianity more acceptable to people who had stories like these in
their polytheist religions.
There are over 250 sects of Christians today and their basic beliefs are as follows:
Belief in God, Almighty creator of all things
Belief in Jesus as the Messiah, and the son of God (whether metaphorically or
literally)
Belief in Trinity; The father, the son, and the Holy Ghost
Belief in eternal sin (that man is born a sinner)
Belief that Jesus Christ came down to earth from the heavens for the salvation
of mankind
Belief that the Bible (both old and new testaments) is the proper guide for
mankind
Belief in Baptism, that humans are born sinful, (it can wash away sin)
Belief that sins can be forgiven through repentance
Belief in life after death
Belief that those who repent and follow Jesus Christ as will enter the kingdom of
Heaven

Hinduism
Prophet:
Krishna, Rama Chandra
Scriptures: Rig Veda, Sama Veda, Yajur Veda, Atharva Veda
incantations, Brahmanas, Upanishads, Mahabharata, Ramayana, Puranas
Place of Worship: Mandir
Hinduism is one of the oldest existing religions. Hinduism is very unique from other
religions as it has no single founder but grew over a period of 4,000 years, evolving
with and according to the religious and cultural movements of the Indian
subcontinent.
The Hindus believe in one universal spirit called Brahman that has no beginning or
end. Brahman has 3 attributes:
1. Brahma - the creator
2. Vishnu - the preserver
3. Shiva - the destroyer
Different groups of Hindus worship Brahma, Vishnu or Shiva as their personal god. In
general they have a different god for everything like god of sun, god of fertility etc.
Despite all these rituals and teachings we as Ahmadi Muslim believe that Krishna
was man of God and that he never taught of many gods. All the
gods, rituals and superstitions are later developments by his
followers.
Religiously Hindus are divided into 4 castes:
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1. Brahmins:

Most important class comprising of people who
can become religious leaders or rulers

2. Kshatriyas:

People who govern country

3. Vaisyas:

Physical laborers, merchants, tradesmen etc.

4. Shudars/Achute:

Untouchables, who are often treated like slaves. They are
the poorest members of the society, who are excluded
from many activities like jobs and education in the society.

Budhism
Prophet:

Siddhartha Gautama

Scriptures:

Tripitaka, and Pali Canon

Buddhism is a religion and philosophy based on the teachings of
the Buddha, Siddhārtha Gautama, a prince of the Shakyas.
Buddhism gradually spread from India throughout Asia to Central
Asia, Sri Lanka, Tibet, Southeast Asia, as well as to East Asian countries such as
China, Korea, and Japan.

Buddhism mainly focuses on meditation and
mental training to reach the divine truth and
wisdom. They believe in the cycle of rebirth; if you
do good deeds you can be reborn as human
being or even better. Similarly if you do bad
deeds, you will be born lower being than human
beings.
Buddhist morality is underpinned by the principles
of harmlessness and moderation. Mental training
focuses on moral discipline (sila), meditative
concentration (samadhi), and wisdom (prajñā).
While Buddhism does not deny the existence of
supernatural beings (indeed, many are discussed
in Buddhist scripture), it does not ascribe power
for creation, salvation or judgment to them.
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Zoroastrianism
Prophet:

Zarathushtra

Scripture:

Zend Avesta (it is composed of 5
Kathas which are songs composed
by Zarathusthra).

Place of Worship: Fire temple

Teachings:
They have one God, Ahura Mazda (the wise one)
Zarathushtris do not convert other people, but instead they rely on marriage
among themselves and childbirth to increase their numbers
It is believed that they worship fire but that is not true; the fire is a symbol of God
for them and they perform all rituals, ceremonies and prayers in front of the fire
They do however believe that evil and the evil spirit will be destroyed at the end
of time and good shall prevail the earth
Their motto is ―good thoughts, good words, and good deeds‖ which is something
all members must follow
The Zarathustris also believe in judgment after death;
after death the urvan (the soul) is allowed to meditate its
past life for three days and then the soul is judged: if
good thoughts, words and deeds outweigh the bad then
the soul is taken into heaven, if not the soul is
condemned to Hell

Islam

Six hundred years after the Prophet `Isaas (Jesus), Allah sent
Prophet Muhammadsa. The religion brought by Prophet
Muhammadsa, is known as Islam. It was preached and practiced
perfectly by him.
The name Islam was given to this religion by Allah Himself. We
read in the Holy Qur‘an:
5:4] This day have I perfected your religion for you and completed My favour upon you
and have chosen for you Islam as religion.
There is no other religion which claims that its name was given by Allah. The above
verse also tells us that Islam is a perfect religion.
Islamic teachings are simple, and are for the whole of mankind. It is the final religion,
and it gives guidance to people, and will continue to do so until the Day of Judgment.
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Meaning of “Islam”

The word ―Islam‖ means peace, and complete obedience to the will of Allah.
Therefore, the religion Islam means the path of those who show obedience and
submission to God and establish peace with His creation.
The main sources of Islamic teachings are:
1. The Holy Qur‟an: The Message of Allah
2. The Sunnah: The practices and the sayings (Ahadith) of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad sa.

Islam as a Complete Religion:
Islam is for all mankind, whereas all the other religions were sent for a
particular group of people.
Islam is the only religion that teaches its
followers to accept, and respect ALL the
prophets of God.
Islam teaches that worship of God is not complete unless it
includes service of mankind.
Islam says that no nation, tribe, or race is superior to another.
The only way to be superior in the sight of Allah is through
righteousness.
The book of Islam, the Holy Qur‘an, is the only holy book in the
world, which is in its original form, as revealed by Allah. Allah
Himself has taken the responsibility of saving it from any
changes.
There are many prophecies in the Holy Qur‘an about the future. For example, it was
revealed to the Holy Prophetsa that when Pharaoh, the King of Egypt at the time of
Hadhrat Musaas, was drowned in the river Nile, his body was saved and was
preserved so that it should serve as a sign for future generations.
The Holy Qur‘an is the only book, which talked about this 1400 years ago. Bible and
other authentic records are silent about this. The prophecy was confirmed in the year
1909 when the body of the Pharaoh was found, and identified. In fact, after his
drowning was established as fact, his dead body was recovered, embalmed and
preserved.
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CUMULATIVE
ASSIGNMENT

In your classroom, hold a World Religions Conference. One student should represent
one religion. The delgates should be well informed about the religionassigned to them
and be prepared to answer any questions that your peers may have. Research outside
the above material may require.
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Contemporary Issues
In this topic we will deal with some contemporary Issues. The word ―contemporary‖
means something happening or existing currently or at the same time. These are the
issues that are a concern for our society in this day and age.
The only way to remain safe from falling a victim to these contemporary issues is by
adhering to the true Islamic teachings. Islam delivers to us a complete code of conduct
by following which we can tread on the right path and be role models for others.

A- Substance Abuse
Unfortunately children in schools today face the problem of illegal drugs. Sometimes
they have to be around those who use these drugs; sometimes those students also
ask them to use these drugs. Among the drugs or substances people abuse are
alcohol, tobacco, marijuana, stimulants, prescription drugs, and
steroids, to name a few.
Although smoking and alcohol are not forbidden for adults in a lot
of non-Muslim societies, health officials keep warning people how
dangerous these are at any age. Because of the extreme health
hazard they pose, they are declared illegal at least for those
younger than 18 years of age.

Innocent Victims of Substance Abuse:
People who use them end up very sick with diseases that prove fatal and cause of
premature death, or make their existence very miserable. These substances/
intoxicants not only destroy the person who is abusing them, but also end up hurting
those who have to be around the user. Consider the following:
Most deaths on the road are a result of drunk drivers, where innocent children die
along with adults, because someone else was driving under the influence of alcohol.
Alcoholics and other drug abusers often end up beating their ―loved ones,‖ including
wives and children.
Drug abusers also resort to stealing and killing to support their illegal habits.
Unborn children, who are exposed to cigarette smoke, alcohol and/or other drugs, are
born with physical and mental deformities and many other birth complications that
disable them for the rest of their lives, if they survive long enough.
ANYONE who is exposed to cigarette smoke, by inhalation or second hand smoke has
a high risk of getting lung cancer. This includes children whose fathers smoke in the
house or car, or women whose husband‘s smoke near them.
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Drug abusers cannot bear good relationship with anyone because they are mentally
absent from the lives of those who need them. They are a potential threat for anyone
who comes across their path.
Therefore, by using such drugs, one not only commits a personal sin against God‘s
commandments, but a more severe sin of hurting others by one‘s actions. Most of the
damage of drug abuse is irreversible and leaves regrets for a lifetime.

Cocaine disrupts body processes by blocking
the neurons' (nerve cells) normal handling of
neurotransmitters that carry messages from the
brain to other parts of the body.

Islamic Instructions Regarding All Mind Altering Drugs:
It is no surprise that substance abuse is considered ―haraam‖ (forbidden) in Islam.
Islam not only bans ―abuse‖ of mind altering substances, but also their ―use‖ for
recreation, in any quantity. In the Holy Qur‘an Allah says:
They ask thee concerning wine and the game of hazard. Say: “In both there is
great sin and also some advantages; but their sin is greater than their
advantages”. (Chapter 2, verse 220)
This verse warns us that whatever pleasure people get from alcohol (and gambling), is
insignificant compared to the damages of it, and therefore, Allah has forbidden them.
It is easier to stay away from all sorts of drugs when one has never used them. That is
why a Muslim who follows Allah‘s commands cannot become a substance abuser. It
becomes very difficult to leave these drugs after one becomes a user. These drugs
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take over the user‘s body and mind and control it, leaving the person weak, helpless
and pathetic.
Therefore in some cases the damage done by substance abuse or any other addiction
can be reduced or stopped. If you know someone using any kind of drug, try to save
them immediately! The sooner they get help, the better their chances of recovery. Get
them help through school councilors and health officials. Try to get them to talk to their
parents. The parents will make sure they get all the help and support they need, and
will pray for their recovery.
As Muslims and Ahmadis, we should stay away from all such bad habits, addictions
and substance abuse because our religion has given clear instructions regarding
them. We should inculcate these values and principles in our minds from the very
beginning that what things are forbidden, and ask for Allah‘s help to decline any offers
of using these substances and stand firm on our teachings.

Exercise:
Seeing that substance abuse has many negative consequences and is therefore
forbidden in Islam, what can you conclude about the perfection of Islamic teachings? If
a non-Ahmadi asked you why you cannot use drugs, what would you say?

Impact of Drugs
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B- Non-Marital Relations
Dating among male and female of all ages is very common in the Western
world. It starts mostly in high school age boys and girls and becomes a way of
life for them.
The Prophet Muhammadsa said,
“Every deen (religion) has a natural character. The character of Islam is modesty
(Haya‟)” (Al-Muwatta 47, 9).
In another narration by Anas ibn Malik, the Holy Prophetsa said,
“Indecency disfigures everything and modesty (Haya‟) enhances the charm of
everything” (At-Tirmidhi 1741).
It is clear from the above narrations by the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings be upon
him) that modesty, decency, and respect are fundamental and basic characteristics of
Islam. This applies to boys and girls as well as to men and women.

All Divine Religions Forbid Non-Marital Relations:
All divine religions teach that any pre-marital relationship which includes any physical
contact should only be allowed within marriage. But unfortunately they have been
unable to stop the majority of their followers from this sin. It is considered very normal
in this society for people to have intimate relations without marriage. And it seems that
they are forced to accept it as inevitable. We will later see why?

Islam’s Instructions Regarding Non-Marital Relations:
Islam completely forbids intimate relations without marriage. Allah says in the Holy
Qur‘an:
“Say to the believing men that they restrain their looks and guard their private
parts. That is purer for them. And say to the believing women that they restrain
their looks and guard their private parts.” (Chapter 24; Verses 31-32)

Human Nature and Allah’s Provision:
Allah knows us best since He created us. He knows that we have physical needs that
attract us to the opposite sex. We were made with these feelings so we would have
children and the human species would prosper. Because God gave us these feelings
He also made ways for us to fulfill them. Marriage is that natural and only acceptable
way.
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A marriage assures that the couple that unites physically is also emotionally
committed to each other and understands and fulfills the responsibilities of that
union.
A marriage makes sure that men don‘t use
women for physical pleasure and discard them.
A marriage makes sure that children born
because of that union have a mother and a
father to take care of them. Sadly, so many
children of unmarried women don‘t even know
who or where their real fathers are. It is
important for an innocent child not to be
deprived of this important knowledge of this
relationship.
The system of marriage saves society from spread of STDs (sexually transmitted
diseases).

Rules to Protect Men and Women From Sin:
Islam is a special religion where God has actually made it easier for its followers to
avoid the sin of sex outside of marriage. It has done so by telling them to follow some
simple rules.
Islam teaches that men and women should conduct their
activities separately. They should not mingle and should
only talk to each other when necessary. The reason for
these guidelines is that in any intermingling of opposite
sexes, especially in private, Satan makes the whisperings
that can lead to indecency.
Islam helps men and women by giving the instruction of “purdah.” Purdah is where
women cover their bodies to hide their beauty. Islam also instructs both sexes,
especially men to practice “ghadh-e-basr”, that means restraining one‘s eyes. When
we make an effort not to look at the opposite sex and make friends only within our own
gender, it becomes much easier to stay celibate until we get married.

Islam’s Advantage over Other Religions:
This is why teachers of other religions today have failed to enforce the teaching of no
sex without marriage in a majority of their followers:
They say it is all right for boys and girls to meet alone or go on dates if you are looking
to find a marriage partner, but just don‘t get physically involved with them. Even
kissing is considered acceptable.
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Allah says that human nature is such that when men and women get a chance to be
close enough, most will fail to restrain themselves. This is a fact that we see all around
us. Therefore, all paths that lead to this sin should be avoided. This is why those who
practice Islamic rules are able to avoid this big sin.
In Islam, dating is not permitted even if the intention is to find a marriage partner. One
can find out about the qualities and character of a person from parents and family
relations. One can meet the person proposed for marriage among family members.
It is because Islam wants men and women to remain separate, unless it is within close
family relations, that all venues that lead to intermingling are to be avoided. This
includes mixed parties, other recreational activities, and internet chatting etc.
Sometimes seemingly very innocent activities can lead to big mistakes.

Does Dating Work to Find a Better Partner?
The predominant view in the Western Society
is that by dating several people you will find
the person who will be best for you. You will
find the person you love, and thus have a
fulfilling marriage. The reality is that most
western marriages fail miserably, and end in
divorces even though people pick each other
on their own terms. Thus their own results
disprove their beliefs.
One advantage of dating is that people are
able to have fun without assuming
responsibility. There is a catch, however. Whenever Allah‘s laws are ignored and
violated, a huge price has to be paid, which in the end takes away all the fun. Society
is paying that price in form of horrible STDs (sexually transmitted diseases), AIDS
being the worst of them.
The sanctity of marriage is gone. Marriages either break easily or people within
marriages are having affairs. Children suffer. The pressures of finding a girl friend or
boy friend puts too much mental burden on people, especially high school students.
Most relationships are temporary and end in emotional trauma. The result is a restless
society that lacks peace of mind.

A Choice to Make:
It is true that there is tremendous pressure on teens today, especially boys, to be in an
intimate relationship without marriage. Those who do not go out on dates are made
fun of and labeled with all sorts of names. We should carefully watch which path we
follow; the path shown by Allah, or the one proposed by those who are themselves
lost.
We believe in Allah, the Lord of all Creation. We should ask for strength from Him to
keep us on the right path and avoid all actions that lead to sinfulness.
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Exercise:
With a partner, research the ways in which men and women are supposed to practice
purdah. Then, in an essay, discuss the ways in which Muslims who follow the
teachings in modesty and cover themselves are safeguarded from various societal ills.
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Respecting People
Allah has made humans ―Ashraf-ul-makhlooqaat‖— the highest of all creation. Since
Allah has made us respect worthy it is our duty to show respect to all people.

Respecting Children:
The Holy Prophetsa taught us:

“Respect your children and cultivate in them the best of manners.” (Ibn-e- Maja)
It was not the practice of this world, until recently, to give children respect. Love for
children is a more natural emotion, especially in parents, but respect needs
consideration and thought. Islam taught us 1400 years ago that children deserve
respect in addition to love.

Respecting All Elders:
If a child is worthy of respect without doing anything to earn it then it follows that much
more respect is owed to those who have worked hard day and night to raise children.
Our Mothers give birth to us and go through hardships to raise us; our fathers and
mothers work hard to make a living for us; our grandparents raised our parents and
help raise us; our teachers give us the gift of knowledge and worry for our welfare; our
older brothers and sisters look after us; and so many others take care of us in some
way. They all deserve our respect.
Whether we know an elder personally or not, we have to respect them. Throughout
Islamic history we see that all those who achieved greatness were the ones most
respectful to their teachers and elders in general.
There is a beautiful example to follow of Hadhrat Imam Hasan ra and Hadhrat Imam
Husainra, the beloved grandsons of the Holy Prophetsa. As boys, they were getting
ready for congregational salat. They saw an older man was doing his ablutions
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incorrectly. They were agitated to see that and wanted to correct the man, but also did
not want to show any disrespect since they were children and the man much older.
They came up with a plan: they asked the elderly person to watch them do their
ablutions saying that he should tell them if they were doing the ablutions correctly or
not. They asked as if they needed his help. When the older person saw them doing
their ablutions correctly he realized his own mistake and corrected himself.

Respecting Parents:

According to both the Holy Qur‘an and the sayings of the Holy Prophet sa, as far as
worldly relations go our parents are the most deserving of our respect. Most of us
however usually complain and grumble with our parents forgetting that Allah says in
the Holy Qur‘an:
… show kindness to parents. If one or both of
them attain old age with thee, never say to them as
much as ugh nor reproach them, but always
address them with kindly speech. (Chapter 17;
Verse 24)
The Promised Messiahas came to revive the teachings
of Islam. One of the teachings he stressed upon was
the kind treatment and respect of people. Hudhur said:
"He is not one of us who does not show mercy to our young ones and respect to
our elders".

Respecting Teachers:
It is very common in schools these days for kids to be
rude to teachers. Rudeness comprises of acts like
talking back, making fun of, and ignoring instructions
of teachers. Some even go as far as to put their feet
on the desk in front of their teachers.
Ahmadi children should keep in mind that any
disrespect to elders, especially teachers, angers
Allah. Not only do disrespectful students do poorly in
school and life in general, they also earn the wrath of
Allah.
Islamic history teaches us that those who attained
greatness in their fields were the ones who were
exceptionally respectful to elders, especially teachers.
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Exercise:
Make a chart; write down pointers for the ways in which you can respect your parents,
your elders, and your teachers. Then, write a paragraph about what positive changes
this respect brings about.

C- Language Decency

A problem common, even in children, these days is the use of foul language. Some
people are so used to adding indecent words in their speech that they cannot
complete a sentence without them.
Now here in the world is it considered acceptable for decent people to use foul
language. Islam lays great stress on the use of polite language when talking with
people, even if provoked. The Holy Prophetsa said:
“A believer is not given to taunting or cursing or indecent talk or abuse.”
(Tirmidhi)

Cursing one’s Parents?

The Holy Prophetsa taught that when one uses another person‘s parent‘s name to
curse and abuse, it is like cursing at one‘s own parents, as illustrated by the following
hadith. It is narrated that the Holy Prophetsa said:
“One of the most heinous sins is that a person should curse his parents. He was
asked: Messenger of Allah, how does a person curse his parents? He said: He
abuses another‟s father who in turn abuses his father; and he abuses another‟s
mother who in turn abuses his mother.” (Bukhari and Muslim)
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So those who use curse words for someone else‘s parents should realize that in God‘s
eyes they are cursing their own parents, because in retaliation the other will do the
same.

Control of Anger:
Islam is a religion of decency and respect for all. Even in anger one is to control one‘s
emotions.
The Holy Prophetsa said:
“The dearest and closest of you to me on the Day of Judgment will be those who
are the best behaved of you; and the most abhorrent of you to be the farthest
from me will be the pompous, the boastful and the arrogant.” (Tirimidhi).
Foul language is often the result of arrogance and/or lack of faith in Allah. If we put our
trust in Allah for all our needs including those of our honor, there is no reason for us to
resort to foul language.
We don‘t curse in front of our parents due to respect. We should keep in mind that we
are always being watched by Allah, and thus should behave accordingly.

Exercise:
Why do you think some kids today think it cool to use vulgar language? Make a
scenario in which you teach a fellow student to use proper, decent language and the
advantages of doing so.
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D- Homosexuality
In the Holy Qur‘an Allah says:
“You approach men with lust instead of women. Nay, you are a people who
exceed all bounds.” (Chapter 7; Verse 82)
“What! do you approach men lustfully rather than women? Nay, you are indeed
an ignorant people.” (Chapter 27; Verse 56)
Islam teaches that homosexuality is unnatural and a result of ignorance. The desire of
physical intimacy was created by nature to serve the purpose of procreation. It is
Allah‘s blessing on us that He has created the feelings of love and tenderness
between man and woman to strengthen the ties of marital relations. This is a
distinction our species has over other animals. Allah has made this special bond
between a man and a woman to be a source of comfort in marriage, and He abhors
such a union within the same gender.
Today there is much talk of the rights of same-sex couples and whether they should
be allowed to legally marry. In many places it has become legal to do so. It is not
considered ‗modern‘ to oppose such a union.

Why are Same-sex Unions Wrong?
It does not require a religious belief for one to realize why such unions are unnatural
and why they should be stopped. If we carry the concept of same-sex marriage far
enough, it would mean the destruction of the human race. Nature requires a man and
a woman to have a baby. Same-sex marriages will be an end to procreation. Already
western countries are suffering from low birth rates, to compensate for which they
allow immigrants to come to their countries.
Usually, the atheists consider the laws of nature as their religion. Nature is revered
and celebrated as if it is a deity. Yet when it comes to the topic of same-sex union, the
laws of nature are ignored completely.
Some argue that some studies have found genetic predisposition to homosexuality in
people, thus making it natural. But some studies suggest genetic predisposition to
violence in violent criminals. Do we accept murders as natural because of that?
Hadhrat Khalifatul Massih IVrh, may Allah have mercy on his soul, once replied to a
question on this topic by saying that homosexuality is an urge and like any other urge
that is destructive, it should be controlled. So if someone does feel that their ―nature‖ is
inclined towards it, then they should work on treating this feeling and pray to Allah for
their recovery.
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Exercise:
Some nations like Canada have legalized homosexuality and same-sex marriages and
believe that everyone has the free will to do as they please. Muslims also believe in an
individual‘s free will.
Discuss, in relation to homosexuality, how free will is not to be abused when it violates
the commandments of Allah.
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E- Setting Goals
Education

&

Attaining

Higher

Many young people today try to take the easiest path with the least effort just to get by
in life. They later discover that by not putting extra effort in high school and by not
going to college or university they end up getting jobs that are harder and pay much
less.
Those who make the extra effort at school level and go for higher education, and those
who put the extra effort in college and university and take the courses that require
more work, end up with better paying jobs and an easier life with more choices.

University

For Muslim students, the driving force to get better and better education should not
even be well paying jobs. The pursuit of knowledge in itself is a high religious
objective. Allah says in the Holy Qur‘an:
“Of the servants of Allah it is those who possess knowledge who fear Him.”
(Chapter 35- Verse 29)
Since Allah made this universe and its laws, a study of it can only bring one closer to
God, if the heart is God fearing. This is why Muslims are instructed to constantly gain
knowledge. A well-known prayer of the Holy Qur‘an is:
“Oh my Lord increase me in knowledge.” (Chapter 20; Verse 115)
There are many sayings of the Holy Prophetsa on the importance of gaining
knowledge. In one hadith the Holy Prophetsa said:
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“For him who follows a path for seeking knowledge, Allah will ease the way to
Paradise.” (Muslim)
On another occasion the Holy Prophet said:
“A learned one is as much above a worshipper as I am above the least of you;
and he added; Allah, His angels and all those in the heavens and the earth even
the ants in their heaps and the fish in the water call down blessings on those
who instruct people in beneficent knowledge.” (Tirmidhi)
This hadith not only tells us the importance and value of gaining knowledge, but the
high status of teachers.
For Ahmadi Muslims it is particularly important to gain knowledge so they can use it to
spread the word of Islam. For Ahmadi Muslims it is particularly important to gain the
knowledge of the religion so they can help in the revival of Islam. They should also
gain all other forms of knowledge because they are the means of serving mankind and
in turn conveying the message of Islam.

Exercise:
What do you want do in your life 5 years from now, 10 years from now, 15 years from
now. First state what your academic goal is (e.g. to become a doctor) and the rationale
for your choice. Research your chosen profession. Then, make a goal setting chart in
which you indicate the education and experience your chosen profession requires.
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The Purpose of Our Existance
and Our Role in the Society as
Ahmadi Muslim
What is the Purpose of Our Existence?
What is the purpose of a car? It is to provide transportation. What is the purpose of a
lamp? It is to give light. What is the purpose of a pen? It is to provide a means to write
with. Who determines the purpose of an object? It is the maker of the object who
determines its purpose. Cars, lamps and pens are made by humans to serve certain
purposes.
What happens to objects that stop serving their purpose? What would we do with a car
that stops working, a lamp that does not give light, or a pen that doesn‘t write
anymore? Unless the problem is fixed, we will discard these objects. An object that
does not serve its purpose is a waste of space - useless by definition.
This should make us greatly concerned with the question at hand: What is the purpose
of our existence?
Like all things, our purpose has been predetermined by our Maker, Allah the Almighty.
Regarding this the Promised Messiahas writes:
―Different people, being shortsighted and lacking high resolve appoint different
purposes for their lives and limit themselves to worldly goals and ambitions. But the
purpose that God Almighty has appointed for man in His Holy Word is as follows:
“And I have not created the jinn and the men but that they may worship me.”
(Chapter 51: Verse 57)
Thus the true purpose of man‘s life is the worship of God, His understanding and
complete devotion to Him.
It is obvious that man is not in a position to appoint the purpose of his own life, for he
does not come into the world of his own accord, nor will he depart there from of his
own will. He is a creature and the One Who created him and invested him with better
and higher faculties than those of all other animals, has also appointed a purpose for
his life. Whether anyone penetrates to it or not, the purpose of man‘s creation without
a doubt is the worship and understanding of God and complete devotion to Him.
―An intelligent person can appreciate this problem in this way also, that the purpose of
everything is to be determined by its highest performance beyond which its faculties
cannot operate.‖ (The Philosophy of the Teachings of Islam, p 106)
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The Promised Messiahas explained that we share with other animals our natural urge
to eat, sleep etc. Some animals are far ahead of us in certain skills and strengths. But
the highest reach of our faculties is not physical strength and stamina. It is to meet
God.
Once Hadhrat Khalifatul Massih IV, Hadhrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad rh, was asked by a
Christian, ―What is the purpose of life according to Islamic faith?‖ Hazur replied:
“The purpose of life should be the same in all divinely revealed faiths. It has to
be so because in the faiths that have originated from God, the purpose cannot
differ – that is impossible. This is exactly what the Holy Qur‟an has mentioned. It
states that all religions, in whatever age, they all taught the same basic
fundamentals that the purpose of life is to return to God – consciously, not
through death – by paying homage to God, and by worshipping Him with all
sincerity, without calling on any partners alongside God.” (Welcome to
Ahmadiyyat the true Islam, P. 21)

What does it Mean to ‘Worship’ God?
Now let us try to understand what the word ―worship‖ means.
―…the English word ‗worship‘ is misleading – in Arabic it does not have the same
connotation. Worship… (does not mean just to)… formally bow to someone, to a thing,
or to a god, or whatever. Worship means to completely divest oneself of all rights of
ownership, to admit that these rights belong to God, not to us, because the word
‗worship‘ in Arabic has the same root as the Arabic word ‗abd‘ which means ‗a slave‘.
Now, the definition of a slave is one who does not possess even his own body –
whatever he earns goes to his master…God reminds us that everything He created
belongs to Him; you will return to Him one day, and in that, you have no option. God
says return to Me before that day and divest yourself completely of all your properties
and possessions, even that which you desire to possess and submit it to God – this is
worship.
The second meaning of worship is to follow somebody – to follow in the tracks of
someone. So the second meaning of worship would be to follow the attributes of
God…to understand what God requires of us and to do exactly as He requires…
(Review of Religions. 1997.)

Why Does God Want us to Worship Him?
Some may argue that it is a selfish act on part of God to want us to worship Him. But
we must first consider who gains by worship.
(Man‘s worship to Allah) is done for the sake of man, because all the advantages are
gained by man, not by God…In the Holy Qur‘an, God states that even if He had not
created man or even if all humanity had rejected Him, it would still not make the
slightest dent in God‘s Sovereignty, because there exist, in far greater number, other
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living beings like the angels and other spirits who bow to God without any question,
who submit to Him…it is ingrained in them…So the creation of man is for the sake of
man and not for the sake of God. Its purpose is to benefit, not to God, but to man,
because whoever gains nearness to Him becomes more beautiful.‖
(Review of Religions, 1997)
Our faculties reach their highest performance when we worship God. We move
beyond the physical constraints of this world into the spiritual realm by reaching for
God. We become the strongest by not fearing anyone other than God, and by putting
our trust in Him. We become the recipients of the Heaven promised by Him, for a life
compared to which this life is like a few seconds on our watches.

How Can We Achieve Our Purpose In Life?
The Promised Messiah explained to us eight ways to achieve the purpose appointed
for us by God in his book ‗The Philosophy of the Teachings of Islam.‘

1. The first means of achieving the purpose of life is to recognize God
Almighty correctly and to believe in the True God.
If a person believes in an animal, or one of the elements of nature, or the offspring
of a human being to be God, and is seeking help from them, how can he be
expected to progress towards God? The True God helps His seekers, but how can
a dead god help the spiritually dead? Allah says:
―Unto Him alone is the true prayer, as He has the power to do all things. Those, on
whom they call beside Him, do not respond to them at all. Their case is like that of
one who stretches forth his hand towards water that it may reach his mouth, but it
reaches it not. The prayers of those who are unaware of the True God are but a
delusion. (Chapter 13; Verse 15)‖

2. The second means to reach our purpose in life is to be informed of the
perfect beauty of God Almighty; for the heart is naturally drawn to
beauty. We love what we find beautiful.
God is the source of all beauty. He has created beauty and He has made it our
nature to be attracted to beauty. When being attracted to beauty of this world we
should always keep in mind that the Creator of it all is more beautiful.
God‘s beauty is His Unity and His Greatness and His Majesty and His other
attributes. He is the source of grace for everything and is not in need of grace from
any. Studying the attributes of Allah reveals His beauty.

3. The third means of approach to God is knowledge of His Beneficence; for
beauty and beneficence are the two incentives of love.
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The importance of beneficence in addition to beauty is well understood by worldly
‗idols‘. Fans of entertainers become more devoted to them when they perceive
that their idols care for them and are doing something for them even if it is
something as little as signing an autograph. Usually that is the extent of a worldly
idol‘s beneficence, and the reason for it is self promotion.
It does not need a great stretch of imagination to realize that Allah‘s beneficence
expands so vast that we can never do justice in thanking Him or praising Him.
Allah says in the Holy Qur‘an:
―If you try to count the bounties of Allah you would not be able to number them.
(Chapter: 14; verse 35)‖

4. The fourth means to worship Allah is supplication.
Allah says in the Holy Qur‘an:
―Call on Me. I shall respond to you. (Chapter: 40; Verse: 61)‖
We are repeatedly urged to supplicate to God so that we should find God, not by
our power, but through His power.

5. The fifth means of achieving the purpose of our life is by striving in His
cause. By spending our wealth and energy, mental and physical, in
furthering His cause.
Whatever faculties Allah has given us, and whatever worldly means He has put at
our disposal, we should use them in furthering Allah‘s cause, which is to spread His
message and act upon His commandments.
Allah says in the Holy Qur‘an:
“We surely guide along Our ways those who strive after Us.” (Chapter 29Verse 70)

6. The sixth means to achieve our purpose in life is by steadfastness. We
should not get tired or discouraged and should not be afraid of being
tried.
It is very often seen that when calamities fall on people, instead of treating them as
trials and remaining faithful to Allah, many start to question Allah‘s wisdom. People
start to say things like, why is Allah doing this to us? What did we do to deserve
this? Why is Allah not listening to our prayers? Etc. These questions imply that
Allah is obligated to treat us as we see fit. This also implies that we‘ve forgotten
that He is our Master. We also tend to forget how lacking we are in our obligations
to Allah, and that severe trials and tribulations were suffered by all the prophets
who were the most diligent in Allah‘s worship.
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To those who remain steadfast Allah says:
“Those who say, „Our Lord is Allah‟, and then remain steadfast, the angels
descend on them, saying „Fear ye not, nor grieve; and rejoice in the Garden
that you were promised. We are your friends in this life and in the Hereafter.
Therein you will have all that your souls will desire, and therein you will have
all that you will ask for…‟ (Chapter 41; Verses 31-32)”

7. The seventh means to achieve life’s goal is keeping company with the
righteous, and to observe their perfect example.
One of the needs for prophets is that we need good examples to follow. Prophets
are human like us, so we get the confidence that the message of Allah can be
followed if we try and pray. Allah says in the Holy Qur‘an:
“Keep company with the righteous. (Chapter 9: Verse 119)”
The Holy Prophetsa is the best example for us to follow. Sayings of the Holy
Prophet also teach us the importance of keeping righteous company. In one saying
the Holy Prophetsa said that Allah forgives the sins of those who merely sit in the
company where Allah‘s name is being remembered, even if they are just listening.

8. The eighth means of attaining the purpose of life are visions and true
dreams and revelations.
Since the path that leads to Allah is a difficult one and filled with trials, Allah
comforts those who seek him earnestly and supplicate to Him consistently, with
true dreams, visions and revelations. This strengthens them to move forward to
greater heights with even more zeal.

Any Act is Worship if Intended to please Allah
Worship of God is not confined only to prayer and meditation but embraces every
thought, word and action. If we make the intention to please Allah with whatever we
do, than whatever we will do with that intention, even a good thought, will be counted
as an act of worship. Even smiling can become an act of worship, as illustrated in the
following hadith. The Holy Prophetsa said:
“Do not disdain doing the least good, even greeting your brother with a cheerful
face.” (Muslim)
This hadith also stresses another important point, that we should always be looking for
ways to do good to please God. We do so much wrong in our lives, every second of
our lives, that we should not miss a single opportunity to gain Allah‘s favor when we
find one.
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It is sort of like writing an exam and trying to get all the points we can score.
Sometimes, even if we don‘t know the complete answer, getting partial marks for trying
to answer problems and making effort to show everything we‘ve learned can get us
enough marks to pass the exam.
Unlike worldly examiners, Allah knows all that is in our hearts, so even thinking about
doing good gets us merit points in His books.
Even when we fail at things, sincerely asking for forgiveness and praying for Allah‘s
protection can save us. Sayings of the Holy Prophetsa tell us that Allah is always
looking for excuses to forgive us. All we need to do is to believe in Him and keeping
trying in earnest.

Role of Ahmadi Muslims in Today’s Society
Our role in today‘s society is to model what we believe in. We believe that Islam is the
last religion of God. We believe that Islam is the best religion. We believe that Islam is
a complete religion. We have to live our lives such that others will be inspired by us.
We have to establish a contact with the Living God, so that it would become apparent
to the world in our actions and attract them towards our faith.
As we read in the Promised Messiahas‘s instructions that to worship God we should
study the beauty of God and because beauty invokes love, we should make ourselves
attractive and beautiful with the love of Allah, so that the world is also attracted
towards Allah through our example.
We live in a society where so much that is forbidden by Allah is considered normal and
healthy, like drinking, dating, gambling etc. It is considered abnormal here if one lives
without these evils. People here have the conception that without these activities one
cannot enjoy life. We have to show them that one can live a fuller life and a truly happy
and content life only by following Allah‘s commandments. We have to show them that
all of Allah‘s commandments are applicable and practical in today‘s life. We should
constantly pray to Allah to enable us to do so.

What happens if we don’t fulfill our purpose in
life?
Allah says in the Holy Qur‘an:
“Say „But for your prayer to Him my Lord would not care for you.” (Chapter 25;
Verse 78)
If we do not worship Allah, and do not pray to Him, we are denying Him. We are not
accepting Him as our creator and our sustainer. We are saying in a way that we can
do without Him. In that case, Allah grants us our choice, and leaves us to the
consequences of our decisions. We loose His protection in this world, and we are
denying ourselves Heaven in the next world.
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If we look at it from any perspective, religious or worldly, we have made a loosing
bargain, because if we believe that there is a God and it is in His hands to determine
our end, only insanity could drive us to refuse his Laws.

Exercise:
Prepare a daily schedule which will help you to reach your ultimate goal of pleasing
Allah. Include all of the good deeds that an Ahmadi Muslim child should be performing
(i.e. Five daily prayers, reciting the Holy Qur‘an, helping your parents, cleaning etc.)
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HOLY PLACES
Makkah
Makkah, today, is a city in the kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
It has 1.4 million inhabitants (2003 estimate). It is located
about 80 km from the Red Sea Coast.
Makkah is set in a rugged landscape consisting mostly of
solid granite. The city is surrounded by two mountain
ranges to the east, west and south.
Some two million Muslims from around the world come to
Makkah each year to perform Hajj.

History:

Muslims all over the world regard Makkah with respect. Hadhrat Ibrahim as and Hadhrat
Ismaeelas raised the walls of the K`aba upon Allah‘s directions in this city. K`aba is the
first house of worship of Allah on Earth.
At the time of the Holy Prophetsa, Makkah was a central point on the caravan routes
running over the Arabian Peninsula.

(Satellite view of Masjid Al-Haram)
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Makkah is the birthplace of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa. The first revelations, which
comprised of the first verses of the Holy Qur‘an, were revealed to the Holy Prophet sa
on the outskirts of Makkah. The Qur‘anic verses revealed in Makkah are called ―Makki‖
and those revealed in Medina are called ―Madani‖.
It was in Makkah that the Holy Prophetsa first declared his prophethood to people, and
gave them the message of Allah. The Holy Prophetsa gained the first followers of Islam
in Makkah.

Masjid Al-Haram (the Sacred Mosque- picture shown above) that surrounds
the K`aba is in Makkah. Allah has mentioned Makkah in the Holy Qur‘an with
several different names: Makkah, Bakkah, Al-Balad, Al-Amin, Al-Balad AlAmeen, Al-Haram Al-Amain and Um-Al-Qura.

Medina
Medina, today, lies in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 250 km east of the Red Sea. Its
population is about 870,000 inhabitants (2003 estimate).
Medina is located on a flat mountain plateau at the junction of three valleys. For this
reason, there are large green areas amidst a dry mountainous range.
Second to Makkah, Medina is the most respected Muslim city.

History:

Medina is the city where the Holy Prophetsa
came after migrating from Makkah. The people
of Medina welcomed the Holy Prophetsa and his
companions from Makkah with open arms.
(This migration, Hijrah, marks the start of the
Muslim Lunar calendar.)
Those Muslims in Medina who supported the
Holy Prophet sa and his companions from
Makkah are called Ansar (supporters). Those
Muslims who migrated here from Makkah with

the Holy Prophetsa
(Emigrants).

are

called

Muhajireen

The city‘s name was changed from ―Yathrib‖ to
―Madina-tu-Nabi‖ (City of the Prophet), which later
remained just ―Medina.‖
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It was on the outskirts of this city that the most decisive battles of Islam were fought
against the Makkan armies that reached here to destroy Islam.
Medina was the first Islamic headquarter, where affairs of the Muslim state were
administered first by the Holy Prophetsa, and then by the Khulafaa-e-Rashideen.

Qadian
Qadian is a small town in Gurdaspur in Punjab, India. Its
population is over 63,000 inhabitants. The town‘s name
evolved from ―Islampur Qazi‖ to ―Qazi Maji‖ to ―Qadi‖ to Qadian
The Promised Messiah, Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmadas, was
born in Qadian. At that time Qadian was a remote, unknown
town of no significance, without train or road links. The nearest
town of some consequence, Batala, was 18 km away.
If people had to travel to and from Qadian for any reason, they
walked the 18 km to Batala. Walking was preferred since the
uneven, bumpy route made carriage ride very uncomfortable.
When Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmadas grew up, he
started to write in defense of Islam. He confronted and
rebuked the attacks by non-Muslims against Islam and
the Holy Prophetsa, in published and live debates. The
beauty and strength of his arguments and the resulting
defeat of his opponents made Hadhrat Masih
Mau`udas, and along with him Qadian, known all over
India, particularly in the educated circles.
After Hadhrat Masih Mau`udas declared that he was
the Promised Messiah and reformer, prophesied by
the Holy Prophetsa and
awaited by followers of all
the religions, Hudhur as
and thus Qadian were
known all over the world. His challenges to certain
claimants like Dowie were published in western
newspapers.
As Qadian‘s importance grew, it became a center of
religious studies, particularly for Jama`at Ahmadiyya.
Qadian‘s population grew from few hundreds to some
thousands.
It was in Qadian that Hadhrat Masih Mau`udas wrote
some 83 books, by hand, in defense of Islam and in its
propagation.
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Jama`at Ahmadiyya‘s first headquarter was based in Qadian. All Jama`at offices were
established in Qadian. Jaami`a Ahmadiyya was built in Qadian as a middle school
and grew into a high school.
Minarat-ul-Massih was built in Qadian as a physical representation of a prophecy of
the Holy Prophetsa. The historic Masjid Mubarak and Bahishti Maqbra are also
present in Qadian. Bait-ud-Du`a is in Qadian. This is a small room where Promised
Messiahas used to supplicate.
Today, Qadian oversees the administration of our Jama`at in India, while Rabwah
oversees the international administration.

Masjid Mubarak Qadian

Rabwah
Rabwah is a city in Punjab, Pakistan. It has a
population of 48,700 residents (2003 estimate).
The city spans an area of about 24 square miles.
More than 95% of its inhabitants are Ahmadi
Muslims. The word ―Rabwah‖ is in the Holy
Qur‘an. It means a high or elevated place.
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In 1947, Indian sub-continent was divided and Pakistan was created as a separate
country with a Muslim majority. Masses of Muslim population were forced to leave
India. As Qadian fell in Indian Territory, our Jama`at temporarily moved to Lahore,
Pakistan
As Qadian fell in Indian Territory, our Jama`at temporarily moved to Lahore, Pakistan.
Then in 1948 Anjuman Ahmadiyya purchased land for our Jama`at from the
government of Pakistan.
This land, which was to become Rabwah, was barren ground without water or
vegetation. The first Ahmadi settlers of Rabwah lived in tents and mud houses without
electricity or water. Hadhrat Musleh Mau`udra, Khalifa-tul-Massih II, shifted residence
from Lahore to a mud house in Rabwah in 1948.
With the strenuous efforts of the Jama`at, the barren land of Rabwah was developed
into a proper town. All Jama`at offices that were established in Qadian, were built
anew in Rabwah.
T`alim-ul-Islam College (TA College), was
temporarily moved from Qadian to Lahore,
than brought to Rabwah. Schools for boys
and girls were made. Living quarters for
volunteer
employees
of
Anjuman
Ahmadiyya were made. Hostels and large
kitchens were made to accommodate out
of town guests.
Rabwah has a women‘s college called
Jaami`a Nusrat. There is also a large
hospital, Fadhl-e-`Umar Hospital where
patients are given free in-patient and out-patient treatment. People from neighboring
towns come here for treatment.
Presently, Rabwah is the head quarter of Jama`at Ahmadiyya International. Since
Hudhur, Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih the Vaa resides in UK, the main orders are issued
from UK, but implemented worldwide from Rabwah.
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CUMULATIVE
ASSIGNMENT

Choose any one of the sacred places mentioned thus far. Make a map of the place,
including important locations and what historical significance they have. Attach a brief
report of the political climate, population of Ahmadi Muslims, geography, temperature,
and location etc. of that place.
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Special Notes

This syllabus is designed for two years of Level-4 and is based on the Ahmadiyya Children
Sunday School ‘Curriculum’ Document. Therefore please be advised to always refer to the
‘Curriculum’ document provided, while implementing this package.
For any questions and concerns, please contact:
Email: sundayschool@ahmadiyya.ca
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Salat
Purpose of Life:
The purpose of the creation of man according to Islam is to worship Allah. Allah says
in the Holy Qur‘an,
I have not created the jinn and the men but that they may worship me. (51:57)

Salat
Salat being the second pillar of Islam is the basic and most
important mean to worship and to communicate with Allah.
Of all religious obligations, Islam has laid
greatest emphasis on the institution of
Salat. It is enjoined upon every Muslim to
pray five times a day. Besides the five
obligatory Prayers, there are other types of Prayers that are
optional.

Salat or the prescribed Prayer has been mentioned in the Holy Qur‘an as an essential
characteristic of a true believer. The Holy Qur‘an states:

This is the perfect Book; there is no doubt in it. It is the guidance for the
righteous, who believe in the Unseen, observe Prayer, and spend out of what we
have provided for them. (2:3-4)

Importance of Salat
The Holy Qur‘an says:
“Verily, Prayer is enjoined on the believers (to be performed) at fixed hours.”
(4:104)
According to a Hadith, the Holy Prophetsa said:
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“Surely, the first action that a (believing) person will be brought to account for
on the Day of Judgment will be Salat.” (Tirmidhi).
In another Hadith, the Holy Prophetsa has said:
“Salat is the apex of a believer.”
According to the Holy Prophetsa, performance of Salat at its proper time is the dearest
action in the sight of Allah.

Conditions for Prayer:
Proper time of each prayer
Cleanliness of body
Clean place of prayer to be offered
Proper dress
Qibla direction
Determination of intention (Niyyah)

Ablution:
The place of prayer should be clean. Wudhu or ablution is also a pre-requisite; it
applies to washing some parts of the body in a systematic manner before performing
Salat.
One should say Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem (In the name of Allah, the Gracious,
and the Merciful) and perform the ablution as follows:

1: Wash the hands (right first)
3 times up to the wrist

2: Rinse your mouth three
times.
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3: Clean out the nostrils by
putting water in them, 3 times.

5: Wash your forearms (right
arm first), including elbows
three times.

4: Wash your face three times.

6: Moistening the hands and
running them over the head from
front down to the neck, then
running the thumbs around the
ears and wiping inside.

7: Wash your feet, including
ankles three times.
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The following prescribed prayer should be recited after ablution:

O Allah! Make me from among those who repent of their sins and from among
those who keep themselves pure and clean.

Tayammum:
In case of illness or non-availability of water, there is a simple substitute for ablution
called Tayammum.
If a clean dusty surface or a solid surface is available, one should pat the surface with
the open palms of both hands, then make a motion with both hands, passing them
over the back of each other successively, as if one is washing them, and then pass
them over one's face and arms. This is only a token ablution to remind one that
whenever possible, proper ablution should be performed.

EXERCISE

1

Salat has many benefits, both physical and spiritual. Make a chart showing both kinds
of these benefits. State at least 10 things for each.
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Types of Prayers
There are four types of Prayers (Salat):
Fardh
Wajib
Sunnah
Nafil

Fardh Prayer
Islamic prayer plays an important role in the life of a Muslim, and in their spiritual and
moral development.
There are five daily prayers prescribed for Muslims; Fajr, Zuhr, `Asr, Maghrib and
`Isha.
Fardh is an Arabic word that means compulsory or obligatory. The number of Rak`aat
in five daily prayers are as follows:
Salat
Fajr
Zuhr
`Asr
Maghrib

`Isha

Timings
In the morning
before sunrise.
In the early
afternoon.
In the late
afternoon

Rak`aat
Sunnah

Fardh

2

2

4

4

Sunnah

Vitr

2

4

Just after sunset.

3

2

Later in the
evening when its
dark, until before
dawn

4

2

3

It is sinful to leave out a Fardh Prayer intentionally, but if such a Prayer is missed
through forgetfulness or due to unavoidable circumstances, then this mistake can be
rectified by offering the missed Prayer as soon as one remembers, or whenever
possible.

Wajib Prayer
The following Prayers are regarded as Wajib (necessary) Prayers:
Three Rak`aat of Vitr
Two Rak`aat of Eid-ul-Fitr and two Rak`aat of Eid-ul-Adhiya
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Two Rak`aat offered while performing the Tawaaf of the K`aba
It is a sin to miss these prayers intentionally. However, if he misses a Wajib Prayer
unintentionally, e.g., through forgetfulness, he is not required to offer it as a Qadha
Prayer. Qada means offering of a missed Prayer.

Sunnah Prayer

The Holy Prophetsa, offered extra Rak`aat of Prayer in addition to the obligatory Fardh
ones. These Prayers are called Sunnah Prayers. Offering Sunnah Prayers is
necessary and the willful neglect of Sunnah Prayers is punishable in the sight of Allah.

Sunnah Prayers are:
Two Rak`aat before the Fardh Prayer of Fajr; but if a person joins the congregation
without having offered two Rak`aat of Sunnah due to some unavoidable
circumstances, he can offer them after the congregational lead Prayer.
Four Rak`aat before Fardh and two Rak`aat after Fardh in Zuhr Prayer. In case one
has not performed the four Rak`aat of Sunnah before the
congregational four Rak`aat due to unavoidable
circumstances, one should do so after the congregational
Prayer.
Two Rak`aat of Sunnah after the Fardh of Maghrib
Prayer.
Two Rak`aat of Sunnah after the Fardh Rak`aat of Isha'a
Prayer.

Nafil Prayer
The additional Rak`aat of Prayer apart from Fardh
and Sunnah Prayers are called Nawafil or Nafil
Prayers. These are optional prayers and bring
extra reward to those who offer them.
Nafil Prayers are offered in sets of two Rak`aat each, and include:
Eight Rak`aat of Tahajjud.
Two Rak`aat after the two Rak`aat of Sunnah after Zuhr Prayer.
Four Rak`aat before the Fardh of Asr Prayer.
Two Rak`aat after the two Rak`aat of Sunnah in Maghrib Prayer.
Four Rak`aat of Ishraq Prayer.
Two Rak`aat offered when one enters the mosque.
Two Rak`aat offered while seeking blessings from Allah.
Two Rak`aat offered as Salat-ul-Haajaat.
Two Rak`aat offered as thanksgiving prayer.
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One may offer as many Nawafil prayers as one wishes, but they should not be offered
during the forbidden timings of prayers.

Qada or Missed Prayer
If one misses the timely performance of a daily Prayer service, e.g due to
forgetfulness, falling asleep, or becoming unconscious, etc., then such missed
Prayers, when offered later on, are known as Qada Prayers. One has to offer the
obligatory part of the Prayer that has been missed. Whenever a person realizes that
he has missed the obligatory Prayer, he should offer them immediately keeping in view
the natural sequence of those Prayers.
According to Islamic code, if someone has missed a Prayer knowingly and
deliberately, no Qada can compensate that and the Prayer is lost for ever, but the true
judge in such cases is God Almighty.

Qasr Prayer-Salat During a Journey
If a person is traveling by any means of transportation in which it is impossible for him
to stand up for Prayer or to get off from the vehicle, he can offer his Prayer while
seated and the condition of facing towards the Qibla is also not required in this
situation. He should face the direction in which the mount, vehicle, boat or airplane,
etc., is moving, if possible.

Fard Rak`aat in Travel
For Zuhr, 'Asr and `Isha Prayers a traveler offers only two Rak`aat. If a traveler
reaches a place where he intends to stay less than 15 days, then this concession will
apply and he will shorten his Prayers.
However, this concession does not apply to the Fardh part of the Fajr and Maghrib
Prayers.
If a person is staying with a close relative whose house he regards as his own, e.g; his
parents' home, the home of his in-laws, or a religious headquarter such as Makkah,
Madina, Qadian or Rabwah, etc., he can shorten his Prayer but it would be preferable
for him to offer the full Rak`aat as applicable.

Sunnah Rak`aat in Travel
While one is on a journey, the Sunnat part of every Prayer is dropped, with the
exception of the Vitr Rak`aat in the Isha'a Prayer and the two Rak`aat Sunnat of the
Fajr Prayer.

Nafil in Travel
To offer Nawafil during a journey depends on each individual‘s own choice.
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Combining Prayers During Travel
Moreover, it is also permissible to combine two Prayer services during a journey. Zuhr
Prayer can be joined with the 'Asr Prayer and can both be offered either at the Zhuhr
Prayer time or at 'Asr Prayer time.
Similarly the Isha'a Prayer can be joined with the Maghrib Prayer and can be offered
either at Maghrib Prayer time or Isha Prayer time.

Rules While Offering Qasr Prayer in Congregation
If travelers are offering their congregational Prayer behind an Imam who is a local
inhabitant, they have to follow the Imam and offer four Rak`aat for Zuhr, 'Asr and
Isha'a Prayers. The rule of concession would not apply in that case.
If the person leading the Prayer, i.e. the Imam, is a traveler, then he will shorten his
Prayer accordingly and the travelers in the congregation will also finish their Prayer
with the Imam, while those who are not on a journey will stand up when the Imam has
recited the salutations to mark the end of Prayer and complete their obligatory Prayer.

Tahajjud Prayer
The Nawafil prayers offered in the latter part of the night are called Tahajjud Prayer.
Literally, the word Tahajjud means ‗giving up of sleep‘.
The time for Tahajjud Prayer finishes when the time for Fajr Prayer starts. Tahajjud
Prayer consists of eight Rak`aat.
Although its performance is not obligatory, it is very strongly emphasized by the Holy
Qur‘an. It has always been the practice of the pious people to perform this Prayer
regularly in order to gain Allah's special favours.

Importance of Tahajjud
Tahajjud is mentioned in the Holy Qur‘an as very beneficial for man‘s spiritual
development and gaining nearness to Allah.

Translation: And during the night prostrate thyself before Him, and extol His
glory for a long part of the night. (76: 27)
It is related by Hadhrat Bilalra that the Holy Prophetsa
said:
“You should offer Tahajjud Prayer regularly as this
was the way of the earlier saintly persons and this
is the way to achieve nearness to God.
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Furthermore, this habit (of offering Tahajjud Prayer) safeguards from sins,
repels evil and protects from physical afflictions‟. (Tirmidhi)

Sunnah of the Holy Prophetsa

It was the Sunnah of the Holy Prophetsa to offer Tahajjud Prayer dividing it into two
Rak`aat units. He used to recite long passages from the Holy Qur‘an in the Qiyam
position and prolong Ruku and Sajdah with supplications. His Tahajjud Prayer was
followed by three Rak`aat of Vitr Prayer. Thus he used to offer eleven Rak`aat every
night before dawn.

Benefits of Tahajjud
To go to bed soon after the Isha'a Prayer and to get up in the late hours of the night for
the observance of the optional Tahajjud Prayer is a source of great blessing. The
supplications made during Tahajjud Prayer get acceptance by God Almighty readily. It
is also a means for achieving nearness to God, because one gives up sleep and
forsakes the comfort of one's bed, to prostrate before one's Lord.

Taraveeh Prayer
Taraveeh Prayer is the special Prayer held in the mosque daily after Isha Prayer
during the month of Ramadhan.
The Taravih Prayer has eight Rak`aat offered in units of two
Rak`aat each. The Prayer is preferably led by a Hafiz, who has
committed the whole Qur‘an to memory. He recites the Holy
Qur‘an in a proper sequence and finishes one course of
recitation of Holy Qur‘an during the month of Ramadhan.

It is in fact offered at Tahajjud time. The observance of Taraveeh
Prayer after the Isha'a Prayer was allowed during the caliphate
of Hadhrat `Umar ra , may God be pleased with him, to enable
such people, who for unavoidable reasons could not perform
Taraveeh Prayer at Tahajjud time to still offer this Prayer.
However, it is preferable to offer this Prayer in pre-dawn hours.
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EXERCISE

3

Explain in your own words, why Salat is central to the practice of Islam? In your
response consider the benefits of Salat and examples from the life of the Holy
Prophetsa regarding Salat. You may extend your research to other other resources.
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Funeral Prayer
After bathing and wrapping the body in a shroud, the body should be carried on
shoulders to the place where the Janazah Prayer is to be performed. The Funeral
Prayer is held in the open or in a place built for that purpose called Janaza Gah.
Those present for the funeral service should
arrange themselves in rows behind the Imam. The
rows should be odd in number.
The Imam should occupy a position ahead of
first row and in the centre, with the body of
deceased resting in front of him. The position of
dead body should be such that the right side of
body should be towards the K`aba.

the
the
the
the

1. The Imam commences the Prayer by saying
―"Allahu Akbar”, i.e; Allah is the Greatest, loudly.
2. The followers say the same in a low tone. The Imam then recites Thanaa and
Sura Al-Fatiha silently.
3. He then says “Allahu Akbar”without raising his hand.
4. Then, the whole congregation recites Durood silently.
5. After that the Imam says “Allahu Akbar” for the third time and the particular
prayers for the deceased are recited.
6. The Imam then says “Allahu Akbar”for the fourth time and, turning his face
towards the right says ―Assalamo Alaikum wa Rahmatullah”, and turning his
face towards the left repeats the same to mark the end of the Prayer.
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There is no Ruku or Prostration in the Funeral Prayer. Funeral Prayer in absentia can
also be offered for a deceased person, especially for prominent people or in a case
when few Muslims have offered the original Funeral Prayer.
To offer a Funeral Prayer for a Muslim is
obligatory for the burial of all Muslims. This is
called Fardh-e-Kifaya. Thus if only a few people
offer the Funeral Prayer they are deemed to
have done it on behalf of all Muslims. The rest of
the Muslim Community is therefore free from the
obligation of performing the Funeral Prayer, i.e.
it does not have to be repeated.
If the deceased is an adult, male or female, the
following Prayer is recited:
O. Allah, forgive our living ones
and our deceased ones and
those of us who are present and
those who are absent, and our
young ones and our old ones
and our males and our females.
O Allah those of us whom Thou
grantest life, keep them firm on
Islam, and those of us whom
Thou causest to die, cause them
to die in the faith. Deprive us not,
O Allah, of the benefits relating
to the deceased and subject us
not to trial after him.
(Ibn Maja Kitabul-Janaiz, Bab-ud-Dua fis-Salati alal janazah page 107).

EXERCISE

4

What does participating in Funeral Prayer teach us, please use your own words to
explain.
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Prayers and Ahadith
The following prayers and Ahadith should be learned from
the Book of Religious Knowledge:
Prayer
1. For spiritual elevation and recovery from illness
2. In favour of our spouses and children
3. Prayer after Salat
4. Prayer after Salat
5. Prayer after Salat
6. Against losing divine guidance
7. For steadfastness and Allah‘s help
8. For Allah‘s mercy
9. For protection against enemy (prayer of Promised Messiah)
10. Seek Allah‘s protection (prayer of the

Ahadith:
1. Control over anger
2. Importance of good conduct
3. Importance of Taqwa
4. Kind treatment of one‘s spouse and children
5. Treatment of your children
6. Do not sever ties of kinship
7. Importance of good deeds
8. Allah accepts prayers
9. Modesty is the best virtue
10. Beware of the fire of jealousy
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