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Remember too that abstinence from sin alone is not an
accomplishment of any kind for man as thousands of worms, insects,
animals and birds refrain from committing any sin, yet they are not
considered to have attained communion with God. The question,
therefore, is: ‘How did the Messiah’s expiation serve to enhance human
spirituality?” Man is in need of two things in order to reach God: First,
abstinence from evil; and second, the attainment of good deeds. Merely
eschewing evil is no great feat. Thus, the crux of the matter is that these
two forces have remained present in human beings ever since their cre-
ation: On the one hand carnal passions lure them towards sin, while
on the other hand the fire of the love of God that is hidden in their
nature incinerates the straws of sin much like physical fire incinerates
the physical straws and dried leaves. But ignition of this spiritual fire
that incinerates sins depends entirely on the cognition of God, because
love and adornment for anything depends on acquiring its complete
recognition. You cannot love something whose beauty and excellence
you are unaware of. The knowledge of the beauty and excellence of the
God of Honour and Glory ignites the fire of love for Him, which, in
turn, consumes sin. It has always been the practice of Allah to grant
such knowledge to mankind through His Prophets. Others get light
from their light and acquire all the bounties that are bestowed on the
Prophets by following them

Sadly, Christianity has the door of cognizance of God closed to
its followers for it considers communion with God forever sealed and
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heavenly Signs to have come to an end. How then is one to acquire a
fresh understanding? One is left to ruminate past accounts. Surely, a
faith whose ‘God’ is weak and helpless, and which is entirely dependent
on fables and myths, is of no value to any intelligent person.

In the same way the Hindu faith, one branch of which is the Aryah
sect, falls far short of the truth. According to them, every particle of this
universe is primordial and without any Creator. Thus, the Hindus do
not believe in the God without whom nothing came into existence and
without whose support nothing can continue to exist. They also say that
their Parmeshwar cannot forgive the sins of anyone. Such a belief implies
that His moral condition is worse than of humans, for we are able to
forgive those who transgress against us, and we find the strength in us
to willingly forgive the one who sincerely admits his fault, shows deep
remorse for his action, resolves to bring about a change in his conduct,
and repents before us with contrition and humility. In fact, we experi-
ence joy in forgiving. How is it then that the Parmeshwar who claims
to be God, lacks this noble virtue when those who have sinned are His
own creation and their faculties to commit sin are also from Him? And
how is it that He is not appeased unless He has punished them for many
millions of years for a single sinful act? Is it possible to attain salvation or
spiritual excellence under the rule of such a Parmeshwar?

Thus I reflected deeply and found both these religions opposed to
righteousness. It is not possible for me to recount in this work all the
obstacles in the path of God and the hopelessness that is encountered
in these religions. In brief, these two religions offer no guidance to that
God who is sought by pure souls and by finding whom man can achieve
salvation in this very life and the gates of divine light can be opened
for him and perfect love can be generated through His perfect recog-
nition. Instead, they lead to the pit of ruin. There are other religions in
the world similar to them, but they all fail to lead to the One God, who
has no associate. They leave the seeker in darkness.

These are all the religions in the study of which I spent a great por-
tion of my life. I reflected over their principles with utmost honesty
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and diligence, but I found them all distant and estranged from the
truth. Indeed this blessed religion, the name of which is Islam, is the
only religion that leads to God Almighty and is the only religion which
fulfils all the holy demands of human nature.

It is obvious that human nature expects perfection in everything
and, since man has been created for the eternal worship of God, he
cannot be content with some absurd fables concerning God, when
his salvation lies in the recognition of that God. He does not wish to
dwell in ignorance, but wants comprehensive knowledge of the per-
fect attributes of God as if to behold Him. This desire of man can be
fulfilled only by Islam. Though in case of some, this desire is buried
under carnal passions. Being veiled so strongly, those who crave worldly
pleasures and are infatuated with the world, being utterly veiled, do not
care for God nor seck His communion, because they worship the idol
of materialism. But there is no doubt that one who frees himself of the
idol of materialism and desires eternal and true bliss, cannot be satisfied
by a religion that only has fables nor can he get any satisfaction from
it. It is only through Islam that such a person can find his satisfaction.
The God of Islam does not shut the door of His grace upon anyone. He
is inviting everyone with open arms to come to Him. And the door is
opened for those who eagerly run towards Him with all their strength.

I have, by the sheer grace of God, and not by any merit of my
own, been accorded a full measure of the bounty, which was bestowed
before me on the Prophets and Messengers® and the Chosen ones of
God. It would not have been possible for me to receive this bounty had
I not followed the ways of my lord and master, the Pride of the
Prophets, the Best of Mankind, Hadrat Muhammad Mustafa
[the Chosen One], may peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him. Therefore, whatever I have attained, I attained due to this
following and I know, through my true and perfect knowledge, that no
man can reach God except by following the Holy Prophet, may peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him, nor can anyone have a share of the
complete cognition.
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